ACTION SHEET

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
1 JUNKINS AVENUE
City Council Chambers

7:00 p.m. August 6, 2003
Reconvened on
August 13, 2003

TO: John Bohenko, City Manager
FROM: Joan M. Long, Planning Department
MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairman John Rice, Members Rick Becksted, Ellen

Fineberg, John Golumb, City Council Representative
Joanne Grasso; Planning Board Representative Paige
Roberts; Alternates Richard Katz and Sandra Dika

MEMBERS ABSENT: Vice-Chairman David Adams

ALSO PRESENT: Roger Clum, Assistant Building Inspector

NOTE: Due to the length of the Agenda, Old Business A) & B) and Public
Hearings #1 — #10 will be heard at the August 13, 2003 meeting; however, Public

Hearings #11, #12, #13 and the Work Sessions will be heard on the following
Wednesday, August 13, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers.

l. PUBLIC HEARINGS

11) Since there was no one present to address the petition, the Commission
voted to table the petition for Ben and Andrea St. Jean, owners to the next
scheduled meeting on September 3, 2003, for property located at 54 Humphrey's
Court wherein permission is requested to allow new construction to an existing structure
(replace existing rear double hung wood framed window with a Pella full glass wood
door; and addition of cedar lattice work on short end of rear deck facing the west) as per
plans on file in the Planning Department. Said property is shown on Assessor Plan 101
as Lot 046 and lies within the General Residence B and Historic A districts.

12) Voted to grant as submitted and presented the petition for Ned Hill,
owner, for property located at 24 Johnson Court wherein permission is requested to
allow exterior changes to an existing structure (replace existing attached barn with new
addition; remove vinyl siding and restore clapboard siding; replace existing 2/2 windows
with 6/6 windows with permanent grills; and, replace existing roof shingles) as per plans
on file in the Planning Department. Said property is shown on Assessor Plan 102 as Lot
047 and lies within the General Residence A and Historic A districts.

8) Voted to approve as submitted and amended the petition for Kerim
and Belinda Kaya, owners, for property located at 111 Market Street wherein
permission is requested to allow exterior renovations to an existing structure (add two 4’
X 48” awnings on the front facade over the windows) as per plans on file in the Planning
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Department. Said property is shown on Assessor Plan 106 as Lot 039 and lies within
the Central Business B and Historic A districts. This application was tabled at the
August 6, 2003 meeting to the August 13, 2003 reconvened meeting with the following
clarifications:

e That the proposed awnings be retractable as compared to the original application

where fixed awnings were proposed; and,

e That the awnings are black in color with signage and will be the same size as the

awnings presented at the August 6, 2003 meeting.

Il APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Voted to approve the minutes from the meeting of July 2, 2003 and was
seconded and approved unanimously with a 7 — 0 vote.

II. WORK SESSIONS

A)

Work Session requested by Brian Whitworth for property owned by

Linda M. Rioux located at 86 Islington Street. Said property is shown on Assessor
Plan 126 as Lot 025 and lies within the Central Business B and Historic A districts.
(Convert rooming house into six (6) unit condominiums, replace existing siding,
windows, raise roof and change roof style in rear)

B)

Remove aluminum and vinyl siding and replace with red cedar clapboards;
Remove vinyl windows and replace with wood/fiberglass windows with 6/6
grills;

Remove partition wall and storm door under front portico to reveal original
double door;

Remove asphalt front yard and replace with soil and plantings;

Remove shed building in rear;

Expand portion of building in rear out 7’;

Raise roof in rear and align with existing;

Trim will be retained;

Picture window in front will be removed,;

Stairway in rear will be closed in

Chain link fence in the rear will be replaced with a 6’ vinyl fence;
Neighbors are all in agreement with proposed plan;

Vinyl fencing looks like wood if it is painted;

No Central Air Conditioner, but air conditioners protruding from the windows
are a possibility;

The railings will be made of wood as presented and will have caps

Commission felt the proposal was not out of character with that section of
Islington Street;

Commission stated there are two choices for the windows — 1) permanent
muntins on the exterior of the windows or true divided lights.

Brosco, Pella or Anderson windows are some of the quality manufacturer’s.

Work Session requested by Mark Moeller, architect for property

located at 325 State Street. Said property is shown on Assessor Plan 116 as Lots 1, 6
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and 7 and lies within the Central Business B and Historic A districts. (renovations of
existing building including demolition of annex)

C)

The proposed location will consolidate three local branches of the bank;

The exterior of the bank will be refaced with a full 8” brick;

The building will no longer have an entrance on State Street;

There is a drive-thru planned for regular banking;

There will be a separate drive-thru for ATM usage;

We have eliminated three curb cuts;

Mr. Clum, the Assistant Building Inspector advised that the drive-thru is not
cast in stone since it has not been reviewed by Site Review or Technical
Advisory;

Chairman Rice feels there is a vast expansion of asphalt that the Commission
needs to look at very carefully and added that before he will vote on the
application, he needs to make sure that it is landscaped;

Chairman Rice explained to the applicant that what the City requires and
what the Commission requires are two different things;

He advised the applicant that when he makes his presentation to make it very
clear about the landscaping.

The Commission wanted to know where the front entrance would be located
and feel that this is a major issue;

The Commission feel that this renovation will bring the building up to the 21
Century;

A future tenant of the Porter Street Condominiums stated that leaving some
green space was fantastic; however, he was confused about this bank drive-
thru and the proposed drive-thru on the Eagle Photo property because if this
is the case, there will be a drive-thru located on both sides of condominium
property;

Tom Kaufhold, a concerned citizen stated the building could be torn down as
far as he was concerned; but wondered why everything had to be brick. In
twenty-five years, it will be gone. It would be great if the exterior was being
saved; but it is being covered up.

Chairman Rice stated that buildings evolve;

Mr. Becksted stated he agreed with Mr. Kaufhold that the building is being
ruined and added there is no such thing as good architecture in the 50’s;
Commission felt that by bricking over the facade, the building will blend in
with surrounding properties and not stand out.

No one is standing in line to have a 50’s memorial at this location.
Drive-thru’s are an integral part of the banking business; however, some
banks have disguised their drive-thru’s nicely, but to say we don't like drive-
thru’s, we have a problem;

A Commission member stated the streetscape is not the 50’s and nothing will
help to make it look like the 1950’s; however, this is a good compromise.

Work Session requested by Katharin and Gerry Smith, owners for

property located at 306 South Street. Said property is shown on Assessor Plan 111 as
Lot 010 and lies within the Single Residence B and Historic A districts. (remove a one-
bay garage, construct a two-bay garage, remove rear addition and porch and rebuild
same; and, add a new side entry and porch)
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e Mr. Smith stated he has changed his plans dramatically;

e Changed a two-bay garage to a one-bay garage; however, only one door is
needed because he will use the other half of the garage as much needed
work space;

e Siding will be cedar shingles;

e Commission members felt the plan was on target and the garage is traditional

D) Work Session for Pam and Bruce Boley, owners, for property located
at 88 Newcastle Avenue. Said property is shown on Assessor Plan 101 as Lot 030 and
lies within the Single Residence B and Historic A districts. (replace windows)

e Mr. Boley would like to change all the windows in his home, but still had to
check on what vendor he would prefer;

¢ The Commission advised the applicant that true divided lights are required.
The applicant replied that this was acceptable.

o Applicant will return to the next scheduled meeting on September 3, 2003 for
a Public Hearing

E) Work Session for Martha and Geoffrey Clark, owners, and Aileen
Graff, applicant, for property located at 152 Middle Street. Said property is shown on
Assessor Plan 127 as Lot 010 and lies within the Museum, Residential and Office and
Historic A districts. (add a third floor addition onto an existing structure with no change
to existing footprint)

e The existing building is a three story home and there is an existing two story
bump-out on the side of the structure that houses a bathroom for the first floor
and a bathroom for the second floor;

e Proposing to add a third floor bathroom onto the bump out;

e The clapboards on the new addition will be match the existing clapboard’
e The windows will match the existing wood windows.

o The Commission thanked the applicant for a job well done.

F) Work Session for James D’Adamo, owner, and Chester Keefe, II,

applicant, for property located at 54 Bridge Street. Said property is shown on Assessor
Plan 126 as Lot 053 and lies within the Central Business B and Historic A districts.
(construct an addition onto an existing building with new windows and doors)

e« The owner has purchased the building located next door;

e The owner would like to expand his facilities by connecting his current
property with the property he just purchased,;

o Will use architectural shingles;

e The scale of the dormer is appropriate for the depth of the building;

e Mr. Richard Maxwell, a direct abutter to the rear stated the addition will be 6’
from his property line;

¢ Chairman Rice stated there are no setback requirements for the Central
Business district.

o The Commission suggested a site walk to the property would be helpful and a
work session/public hearing will be scheduled for the September 3, 2003
meeting;
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V. PUBLIC HEARING

13) Voted to approve as amended the petition for Perry Silverstein,
owner, for property located at 19-25 Market Street with the following clarifications:

e That the doors be of fiberglass material; and,
e That the nine (9) skylights on the rear roof be all the same size using Velux
Model #306 as presented.

wherein permission is requested to allow exterior renovations to existing structure (install
new egress doors and construct new egress decks, stairs, and walkways at rear; install
six (6) manually venting Velux skylights; and, install three (3) fixed skylights to replace
existing roof hatches) as per plans on file in the Planning Department. Said property is
shown on Assessor Plan 106 as Lot 012 and lies within the Central Business B and
Historic A districts.

V. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Board, the motion was made to
adjourn at 9:46 p.m. and was seconded and approved with a 7 — 0 vote.
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