MAYOR’S BLUE RIBBON COMMITTEE
TREES AND PUBLIC GREENERY
7:30 AM — Wednesday, September 9, 2010
City Hall, City Manager’s Conference Room

Members Present: Peter Loughlin, Chairman Richard Adams, Vice-Chair
John Bohenko, City Manager ~ A.J. Dupere, Community Forester
Steve Parkinson, Public Works Director June Rogers, Member
Everett Kern, General Forman Carla Marvin, Member

Also present were Dan Hartrey Facility Project Manager, Gordon Leedy and Fred
Borman.

The Chair called the meeting to order at approximately 7:30 a.m.

1. Acceptance of the Minutes — Minutes of the August 11, 2010 meeting were accepted as
presented with the spelling correction of “Locust” tree.

2. Tree Removal Requests:
5 Suzanne Drive — Everett Kern reported that when the large dead leader is removed
from the tree there will not be much tree left.
MOTION made by Steve Parkinson to remove. Seconded by Richard Adams. Motion
passed.
4 McClintock Avenue — Everett Kern reported this was brought to his attention, there
was a crack over 3 ft. long where the two major leaders join together. Recommended
taking it down before it comes down.
MOTION made by Steve Parkinson to remove. Seconded by Richard Adams. Motion
passed.

4. Middle School Plantings — Gordon Leedy VHB, a landscape architect and planner. Mr.
Leedy reported some minor changes to the plantings, the trees along Parrott Ave.
between the parking area and Parrott Ave. be changed from Sugar Maples to Autumn
Blaze Maple, very hardy and quickly grown. Mr. Leedy clarified the need to remove the
existing Norway Maples along Parrott Ave. Mr. Leedy showed the members a drawing
showing the parking area, curb installation and other drainage improvements along with
lighting fixtures. Because of the grade of the parking area need to fill in the area of the
existing trees, between 7-8” at the tree trunks which he feels will severely stress the trees.
Mr. Leedy feels it prudent to remove the trees, be able to install needed infrastructure and
not worry about the trees. Mr. Leedy reported a new drain line going in adjacent to the
curb as well as several light fixtures along the edge and a couple of tree box filters and
explained the drainage system. In addition to parking lot construction and fill there’s
significant amount of additional work needing to happen along this stretch and this is
from a drainage perspective, a very challenging site.

The City Manager stated for the record, the City ultimately would be responsible for
replacement if the trees died five years down the road at our cost.

MOTION made by Richard Adams to accept the tree plan as presented. Steve Parkinson
seconded. Motion passed. Opposed: Peter Loughlin

5. -Lower State Street Improvements Update — The curbing is in, two tree wells are in,
one in front of the Common Man, the other in front of Rosa’s. Steve Parkinson reported
additional curbing, water and sewer lines, storm drain lines completed all the way to
Pleasant and in some cases, up as far as Penhallow. Will start seeing more changes.



Letter to City Council — The Chair referred to the letter he sent to City Council with a
copy to members concerning Deer/Market Street improvements.

Report from AJ Dupere regarding Haymarket Square Trees — AJ reported that it has
passed the season, they have already fed and gone. They were leaf curling worms which
will not kill the tree, but causes some defoliation. This infestation did not kill the now
dead tree in Haymarket Square. Until the dead tree is dug out of the ground AJ will not
know what killed it. Suggested leaf cleaning around the base as there’s the potential to
winter over and check it out in June or July.

Old Business:

Wibird/Middle Streets - Black Walnut — AJ reported the Black Walnut is on private
property, the two Norways were planted by the City causing conflict to the Walnut which
is still growing well. Part of the Norway should be pruned for curb/sidewalk access as
low limbs are hanging. The Norways are healthy. It is a tight spot with a silver Maple
across the street reaching all the way across the street on top of these trees. Pruning the
Norway would help the Black Walnut, giving it more space, and other pruning should be
done as well. Recommended pruning the Norway.

New Business:

I-Tree Storm Proposal - Fred Borman, Rockingham County Forester for UNH
Cooperative Extension doing a Master’s in Public Administration Program has proposed
a cap stone project. Mr. Borman explained he and AJ had done an [-Tree training in June
and has been looking for a cap stone project for his MPA. Portsmouth being the only tree
City USA in Rockingham County and a gateway to the state and on the coast, would like
to coordinate one of the programs within the I-tree inventory programs. Because of the
timing this needs to be done by May 2011. The idea of doing a complete street tree
inventory for Portsmouth would take one or two years. Because of being on the coast felt
the I-tree Storm would be a good start to eventually doing an inventory of street, park
trees for Portsmouth. This involves doing a pre-storm analysis of a sample segment of
street trees for the streets within the City. A 2% sample is done ahead of any kind of a
natural disaster keeping this information on file which can be incorporated into the City’s
Emergency Response Plan. After a wind/hurricane storm, go back and reinventory those
same street segments giving you a fairly good estimate of the amount of debris and the
cost of removal so you can then go to FEMA, if designated a natural disaster area, with
very reliable figures on what it would cost the City to clean up the storm debris. A GIS
City-wide street map would be needed in order to use the plot generator to determine
which segments of streets would be inventoried, then have a training session to train
inventory people to go out and do the inventory trees within the right-of-way and trees
within 50ft of the right-of-way so that in a storm situation trees within 50ft of the right-
of-way would blow down in the right-of-way. Then go back and reinventory after the
storm. The tree species is not necessary for storm, basically calculating the diameter of
the trees and number of trees. Sampling 2% of 135 miles of streets would take
approximately 2.5-3 hours using volunteers to do one segment. The more volunteers, the
less time it would take.

The City Manager suggested having a crew of City staff along with a crew of volunteers.
Steve Parkinson suggested department wide not just one certain group in Public Works,
someone from Engineering, Administration, Highway, Water /Sewer for a cross section
of employees. This is just determining the post disaster estimates.



Mr. Borman would like to have the training within the next month or so, hopefully do the
inventory before winter and then over the winter do the reports and make a presentation
of the findings of the report to the City.

Steve Parkinson will be the contact.

10. OTHER BUSINESS:

Mechanic St. Pumping Station - Dick Adams referred to availability of water for the
arborvitae trees. Everett Kern will look into this.

Rock St. Park — Row of Arborvitae trees — Everett Kern stated that the Police
Department requested they be removed.

Steve Parkinson stated this area has become, among other activities, a neighborhood
drinking location in the evening hours and this row of trees restricts the view into the
park from the street.

The City Manager stated there are a lot of concerns from the neighborhood. The City
Manager asked for a formal letter from the Police.

11. Next Meeting - Wednesday, October 13, 2010

Respectfully submitted,
Elaine Boucas



