
C I T Y  C O U N C I L  M E E T I N G
MUNICIPAL COMPLEX, EILEEN DONDERO FOLEY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, PORTSMOUTH, NH
DATE: MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2014           TIME: 7:00PM

A G E N D A
 5:45 PM – AN ANTICIPATED “NON-MEETING’ WITH COUNSEL RE: NEGOTIATIONS – RSA 91-A:2, I

(b-c)

I. CALL TO ORDER [7:00PM or thereafter]
II. ROLL CALL
III. INVOCATION
IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS

1. Mayor’s Award to James and Laurie Teetzel for contributions and work on Memorial
Park

2. Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) – Scott McIntire of Melanson, Heath &
Company, P.C. Auditors’ Financial Report for the Year Ending June 30, 2013 (Annual
Audit)

V. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES (There are no minutes on for acceptance)

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION

VII. PUBLIC HEARING

A. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (CIP) FY2015-2020 (Action on this matter will be
taken at the February 18, 2014 City Council meeting)

VIII. APPROVAL OF GRANTS/DONATIONS

A. Acceptance of Grant & Donation to the Police Department:

 Grant from Police Standards and Training Council for Captain Warchol to attend
Leadership Seacoast - $833.33

 Donation from Newburyport Five Cent Savings Bank - $500.00

(Anticipated action – move to approve and accept the grant and donation to the
Portsmouth Police Department)

B. *Acceptance of Donations for Art-Speak
 Robin Lurie-Meyerkopf - $150.00
(Anticipated action – move to accept and approve the donations to Art-Speak for
the Art-Speak website line item, as presented)
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IX. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES

A. First reading of Resolution Increasing the Maximum Income Limit for Individuals
Qualifying for the Elderly Real Estate Tax Exemption:

Proposed increase of Elderly Exemption by 1.5%

Single $35,704.00 increase of $528.00
Married $44,044.00 increase of $651.00
Asset Limit of $119,016.00 increase of $1,759.00

(Sample motion – move to pass first reading and authorize the City Manager to
bring back for public hearing and adoption of the proposed Resolution at the
February 18, 2014 City Council meeting)

B. First reading of Resolution Increasing the Maximum Income Limit for Individuals
Qualifying for the Disabled Real Estate Tax Exemption:

Proposed increase of Disabled Exemption by 1.5%

Single $35,704.00 increase of $528.00
Married $44,044.00 increase of $651.00
Asset Limit of $119,016.00 increase of $1,759.00

(Sample motion – move to pass first reading and authorize the City Manager to
bring back for public hearing and adoption of the proposed Resolution at the
February 18, 2014 City Council meeting)

X. CONSENT AGENDA

A MOTION WOULD BE IN ORDER TO ADOPT THE CONSENT AGENDA

A. Letter from Mary M. Condella, Seacoast Ride for Polycystic Kidney Disease (PKD),
requesting permission to hold the Seacoast Ride for PKD on Sunday, June 8, 2014
(Anticipated action – move to refer to the City Manager with power)

B. Letter from Richard Wagner, AIDS Response Seacoast, requesting permission to hold
the 18th Annual Seacoast AIDS Walk and Dog Walk on Sunday, May 4, 2014 from
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. (Anticipated action – move to refer to the City Manager with
power)

C. Letter from Jennifer Hubbell, Executive Director, Girls on the Run New Hampshire,
requesting permission to hold 7th Annual Spring Girls on the Run 5K Celebration Road
Race on Saturday, June 7, 2014 (Anticipated action – move to refer to the City
Manager with power)
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D. Request for License from Ben Midgley, owner of Crunch Franchise for property located
at 135 Market Street for a projecting sign on an existing bracket (Anticipated action –
move to accept the recommendation of the Planning Director with the aforementioned
stipulations and approve the request of Ben Midgley, owner of Crunch Franchise for a
projecting sign at property located at 135 Market Street and, further, authorize the City
Manager to execute License Agreements for this request)

Planning Director’s Stipulations:

 The license shall be approved by the Legal Department as to content and form;

 Any removal or relocation of the projecting sign, for any reason, shall be done at no cost to
the City; and

 Any disturbance of a sidewalk, street or other public infrastructure resulting from the
installation, relocation or removal of the projecting sign, for any reason, shall be restored at
no cost to the City and shall be subject to review and acceptance by the Department of Public
Works

XI. PRESENTATION & CONSIDERATION OF WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS

A. Letter from Bob Hassold, representing Save Our Working Port (SOWP), requesting a
Work Session with the City Council regarding the contract with the scrap metal
company at the port expiring in June 2014

B. Letter from Spencer A. Niebuhr, Division Sales Manager, Redhook Brewery, requesting
permission to conduct an activity involving bagpipers and others gathering at various
local establishments on Thursday, February 27, 2014, as part of Portsmouth Beer Week
festivities

C. Letter from Ronald Vezina requesting permission to hold a private fireworks display on
June 22, 2014 at 9:00 p.m. from the Portsmouth Dog Park (South playground area) in
celebration of a wedding

XII. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY OFFICIALS

A. CITY MANAGER

Items Which Require Action Under Other Sections of the Agenda

1. First Reading of Proposed Resolution and Ordinance Amendments:

1.1 Resolution Increasing the Maximum Income Limit for Individuals Qualifying for
the Elderly Real Estate Tax Exemption:

Proposed increase of Elderly Exemption by 1.5%
Single $35,704.00 increase of $528.00
Married $44,044.00 increase of $651.00
Asset Limit of $119,016.00 increase of $1,759.00

(Action on this item should take place under Section IX of the agenda)
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1.2 Resolution Increasing the Maximum Income Limit for Individuals Qualifying for
the Disabled Real Estate Tax Exemption:

Proposed increase of Disabled Exemption by 1.5%
Single $35,704.00 increase of $528.00
Married $44,044.00 increase of $651.00
Asset Limit of $119,016.00 increase of $1,759.00

(Action on this item should take place under Section IX of the agenda)

City Manager’s Items Which Require Action

1. Proposed Agreement with Operation Blessing regarding the Greenleaf Recreation
Center

2. Report Back Re: Parking Rates at High Hanover Parking Garage

3. Proposed Resolution for Bond Authorization of up to Three Million Five Hundred
Thousand Dollars $3,500,000 for the Design and Construction of the Hobbs Hill Water
Tank Replacement

4. Request to Establish Work Session with GSA on February 18, 2014 Re: McIntyre
Federal Building and Property

5. Request to Renew Seacoast Growers’ Association (Farmers’ Market) Proposed 2014
License Agreement

6. Proposed Resolution for Supplemental Appropriation to Fund for FY14 the Settlement of
Firefighters and Fire Officers Collective Bargaining Agreements

7. Proposed Easement Re:  30 Maplewood Avenue

Informational Items

1. Events Listing

B. MAYOR LISTER

1. Appointments to be Considered:
 Justin Finn to the Planning Board, Alternate
 Gibson “Mike” Kennedy to the Portsmouth Housing Authority

C. ASSISTANT MAYOR SPLAINE

1. Sea-3 Inc. Terminal Newington
2. Borthwick Forest
3. Transgender Discrimination Resolution
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D. COUNCILOR KENNEDY

1. *Request for Report Back on the Proposed Expansion of the Railway for Sea-3 Propane
Terminal and the Effects on the Portsmouth Resident

E. COUNCILOR THORSEN

1. Mandatory Financial Disclosure as a Requirement for Public Service (Informational
only)

2. City Council Request to the Planning Board to Review the Design Review Process
(Informational only)

XIII. MISCELLANEOUS/UNFINISHED BUSINESS

XIV. ADJOURNMENT [AT 10:00PM OR EARLIER]

KELLI L. BARNABY, CMC/CNHMC
CITY CLERK

*Indicates Verbal Report

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

1. Notification that the Planning Board Minutes of the May 16, 2013, May 23, 2013 and June 20,
2013 meetings are available on the City’s website for your review

2. Notification that the Site Review Technical Advisory Committee Minutes of the October 1, 2013
and November 5, 2013 meetings are available on the City’s website for your review

3. Notification that the Site Review Technical Advisory Committee Minutes of the December 2,
2013 meeting are available on the City’s website for your review

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC WHO ARE HEARING IMPAIRED: Please contact Dianna Fogarty at 603-610-7270
one-week prior to the meeting for assistance.



Mayor Lister’s Comments
 James and Laurie Teetzel Mayors Award

It is widely known that Portsmouth’s new Memorial Park was generously donated to the

City by Jim and Laurie Teetzel.  It was through Jim and Lauries vision, efforts and

financial contributions that that this memorial was thoughtfully constructed to pay tribute

to the brave men and women who have defended our liberties, to tell their story, to

inspire a powerful, emotional experience and to provide a peaceful place for quiet

contemplation.

As a nod to the fact that the old Memorial Bridge served as a memorial to WWI veterans,

Memorial Park’s new veterans’ memorial is constructed of weathered 88-year-old

barnacle dotted granite blocks from its foundation. Today the upcycled rugged granite

blocks stand in stark contrast to the new New Hampshire granite flagpole bases and

curving benches that invite visitors to rest and contemplate the monument.

Jim felt that it was important to ensure that the meaning of the old Memorial Bridge was

not lost in the design of the new Memorial Park.  In addition to generously funding the

project, he was involved in every detail of the park’s design and construction. He worked

tirelessly in conjunction with the 32 member Memorial Bridge advisory committee that

consisted of area residents, the City of Portsmouth, the New Hampshire Department of

Transportation and the Department of Historic Resources and the Central Veterans

Council to see it through to completion within the required tight time frame.



The powerful words – PROTECT, REMEMBER, HONOR - on the bronze plaques affixed

to the rough hewn granite blocks were carefully chosen to serve as a reminder of all our

veterans do to preserve our way of life. They were made by Kaskey Studios, which did

all the bronze work for the WWII Monument in Washington, D.C.

A circle of bricks engraved with the names of veterans form the “Veterans Memorial

Memory Circle”. The bricks were purchased at cost by the family and friends of veterans

or donated by the Teetzels who pledged to provide one for every local Special Forces

Soldier who has died in combat since 9/11.

Visitors to Memorial Park may not realize that the streets immediately surrounding it are

named after local veterans. Scott Avenue is named after Captain J. Francis Scott who

was killed in action in France. Dutton Avenue is named after Corporal H.H. Dutton, who

was also killed in action in France. Wright Avenue is named after Lieutenant J. Brandon

Wright who died while in the aviation service.

“Memorial Park is a wonderful example of what a private citizen with a vision can

achieve. It is the City’s hope that Jim and Laurie’s Teetzel’s involvement will

demonstrate to others that it is very open minded to people coming forward with ideas

for memorials and other forms of public art.

The fact that the park exists today shows that when there is leadership behind a vision

that it can become a meaningful reality.
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