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ORDINANCE # 
THE CITY OF PORTSMOUTH ORDAINS 
 

That the Ordinances of the City of Portsmouth, Chapter 10 – Zoning Ordinance, 
Article 5 – Dimensional and Intensity Standards, are hereby amended as follows 
(inserted text in bold; deleted text in strikethrough): 

 
 
1.  In Article 4, Section 10.410 – Establishment and Purpose of Districts, insert the 
following before the row titled “Business Districts”: 
 

Character Districts 

Character District 4-L CD4-L To promote the development of 
walkable, mixed-use, human-scaled 
places by providing standards for 
building form and placement and 
related elements of development. 

Character District 4 CD 4 

Character District 5 CD5 

 
 
2.  In Article 4, Section 421 – District Location and Boundaries, insert the following new 
Section 10.421.30: 
 

10.421.30 The following maps are incorporated by reference in the Zoning 
Map: 

 
10.421.31 The Regulating Plan and Special Requirements Maps for 

the Character Districts (Maps 10.5A21A through 10.5A21C), 
as most recently amended. 

 
10.421.32 The Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) for the City of 

Portsmouth, prepared by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA), as most recently amended. 

 
10.421.33 The “FAR Part 77 Imaginary Surfaces Plan” for Pease 

International Tradeport, dated May 1995. 
 
 
3.  In Article 6 – Overlay Districts, Section 10.640 – Downtown Overlay District, Section 
10.641.10, insert the words “and the Character Districts” after the words “Central 
Business B districts,” so that the paragraph reads as follows: 
 

10.641.10 The Downtown Overlay District (DOD) is an overlay district applied to 
portions of the Central Business A and Central Business B districts 
and the Character Districts. All properties located in the DOD must 
satisfy the requirements of both the DOD and the underlying districts. 
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4.  In Article 6 – Overlay Districts, Section 10.640 Downtown Overlay District, Section 
10.643 – Off-Street Parking Facilities, amend Sections 10.643.20 and 10.643.30 as follows: 
 

10.643.20 In the DOD, accessory off-street parking facilities at or above 
ground level providing spaces for more than two vehicles shall not 
be located within 30 24 feet of the following streets: 

Bow Street Daniel Street Middle Street 
Chapel Street Fleet Street Penhallow Street 
Chestnut Street Hanover Street Pleasant Street 
Congress Street High Street State Street 
Court Street Market Street Vaughan Mall 

 
10.643.30 In the DOD, the vehicular entrance into a building or structure 

containing off-street parking facilities for more than two vehicles shall 
not face any of streets listed in paragraph 10.643.20 the following 
streets: 

Bow Street High Street Pleasant Street 
Congress Street Market Street State Street 
Daniel Street  

 and the vehicular entrance shall be set back at least 30 24 feet from 
any street listed in paragraph 10.643.20, and shall be located at least 
50 feet from any street intersection. 

 
5.  In Article 12 – Signs, Section 10.1230 – Sign Districts, Section 10.232, insert the words 
“Character District 4-L” in the row titled “Sign District 2”, and insert the words “Character 
District 4” and “Character District 5” in the row titled “Sign District 3” as follows: 

 
Sign District 2 Mixed Residential Office 

Mixed Residential Business 
Waterfront Business 
Character District 4-L 

Sign District 3 Central Business A 
Central Business B 
Character District 4 
Character District 5 
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6.  In Article 15 – Definitions, Section 10.1520 – Terms With Specialized Applications, 
insert the following new Section 10.1525: 
 

10.1525 Terms that are used primarily in Article 5A, Character Districts, 
are defined in Section 10.5A60, including: 

Adjacent 
Attic space 
Backbuilding 
Block 
Block face 
Building * 
Building element 
Character District 
Civic 
Civic space 
Configuration 
Cornice 
Curb 
Development 
Development Plan 
Edgeyard 
Elevation * 
Encroach 
Encroachment 
Façade 
Façade modulation 
First lot layer 
Floor height 
Frontage * 
Frontage line 
Garage 
Green 
Improvement * 
Liner building 
Lot layer 
Lot width 
Mansard roof 
Officefront 

Outbuilding 
Park 
Parking area 
Parking lot 
Parking structure 
Path 
Pedestrian alley 
Penthouse level 
Placement 
Plaza 
Principal entrance 
Principal frontage 
Private frontage 
Public frontage 
Rearyard 
Regulating Plan 
Second lot layer 
Secondary frontage 
Setback 
Shopfront 
Short story 
Sidewalk 
Sideyard 
Special requirements 
Square 
Step frontage 
Stoop frontage 
Story * 
Streetscreen 
Structure * 
Third lot layer 
Thoroughfare 

 * These terms are defined differently for Section 10.5A60 
than for other sections of this Ordinance. 

 
 

The City Clerk shall properly alphabetize and/or re-number the ordinance as 
necessary in accordance with this amendment. 
 
 All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby deleted. 
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 This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage. 
 
      APPROVED: 
 
 
      _____________________________ 
      Robert Lister, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
ADOPTED BY COUNCIL: 
 
 
_____________________________       
Kelli L. Barnaby, City Clerk 
 




















































































