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IMPLEMENTATION
CITY COUNCIL ACTIONS
VIBRANT
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GOAL / ACTION
Support the continued vitality of the urban 
core through public investment and land use 
regulations.
• Support reinvestment in underutilized 

buildings and land.
Encourage walkable and mixed-use 
development along existing commercial 
corridors.
• Encourage mixed-use development in 

existing commercial areas by adopting new 
and enhancing existing zoning techniques 
such as the Gateway Planned Development 
option.



IMPLEMENTATION
CITY COUNCIL ACTIONS
AUTHENTIC
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GOAL / ACTION
Ensure that new development complements and 
enhances its surroundings.
• Evaluate the Historic District boundary and adjust 

where appropriate.
Protect and enhance the integrity of historic 
landmarks, cherished views, and open space.
• Consider becoming a Certified Local Government 

to offer commercial historic property owners 
federal tax benefits.

Maintain and establish usable public access to 
and along the waterfront.
• Actively protect, enhance, and acquire public 

waterfront access.



IMPLEMENTATION
CITY COUNCIL ACTIONS
DIVERSE
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GOAL / ACTION
Ensure that the supply and character of 
commercial space can adapt to a changing 
economy.
• Identify flexible, low-cost locations for business 

startups and support their development through 
appropriate zoning.



IMPLEMENTATION
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GOAL / ACTION

Adapt existing housing stock to accommodate changing 
demographics.
• Develop regulations for accessory dwelling units that promote

affordable housing for all income levels and protect 
neighborhood character.

• Promote the development of mixed-income multifamily housing 
in appropriate locations with incentive zoning provisions, such as 
reductions in parking requirements and increased building 
heights.

• Encourage the creation of smaller housing units, such as micro-
units.

• Support mixed-use redevelopment of suitable Portsmouth 
Housing Authority properties.

Accommodate the housing needs of low and moderate income 
residents.
• Streamline the approval process for affordable housing in order 

to reduce development costs.



IMPLEMENTATION
CITY COUNCIL ACTIONS
CONNECTED
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GOAL / ACTION
Ensure that biking and walking are 
safe, convenient, and comfortable 
throughout the city.
• Update city ordinances to enhance 

safety and convenience for bicycles
and pedestrians in development 
projects.

Manage public and private parking 
supply to serve development needs 
without compromising community 
character.
• Adjust off-street parking requirements 

to account for variables in public 
supply, neighborhood congestion, etc.



IMPLEMENTATION
CITY COUNCIL ACTIONS
RESILIENT
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GOAL / ACTION

Implement best management practices and site design 
standards to ensure sustainability and resilience of public 
and private infrastructure.
• Encourage sustainable low impact building and site 

development through strengthened land use regulations, 
incentives, and education.

• Improve water conservation measures through land use 
regulations, grants, educations, and other incentives.

Incorporate climate change impacts and adaptation into all 
development review and planning efforts.
• Incorporate sea level rise projections based on up-to-date 

state of the art dynamic models into adaptation planning and 
land use regulations.

• Amend building codes to address the impacts of climate 
change.

• Incorporate climate change adaptation strategies into capital 
planning for long-term infrastructure protection.
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• Zoning revisions for housing in corridor areas (in progress)

• Zoning revisions related to workforce / affordable housing covenants

• Climate adaptation for historic district properties (in progress)

• Zoning revisions for accessory dwelling units (complete, continue to 

evaluate)

• Revisions/updates to Site Review and Subdivision Regulations to incorporate 

transportation and sustainability goals

• Creation of a city-wide Open Space Plan


