
VAUGHAN–BRIDGE–WORTH
City Council | March 27, 2017



What brings us here tonight…



What brings us here tonight…
"I want us to think as broadly as 
possible. It could be anything," Spear 
said. "It's an invitation to the manager 
and any other people who are 
interested in looking at the 
possibilities."

"I'd like to hear what the possibilities are, is 
there an expansion of that lot, properties 
(around the Worth Lot) may or may not be 
for sale," Blalock said.



Vaughan – Bridge – Worth Study Area



 Use City property optimally in service of City priorities

 Apply high quality urban design that “fits” Portsmouth

 Improve connectivity: between neighborhood, new
parking garage

 Connect North End and Downtown to Islington Street
Corridor

 Reinvigorate Vaughan MallVIBRANT 

AUTHENTIC
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Project Goals



Tonight’s Discussion

Where have we been? 
What is permitted/underway ?
What are some of the 

possibilities?
City Council Discussion on 

Ideas and Process



1877 Map View of Bridge and Vaughan – Maplewood Ave in Yellow

140 Years Ago…



1950’s Sanborn Map



Urban Renewal



Urban Renewal



Urban Renewal



50th Anniversary – National Historic Preservation Act



50 Years 
Later…

1965 Aerial – Vaughn St. Lot (now 
Worth); Bridge St. Block in Foreground



 1967 Vaughan St. Parking Lot

50 Years Later…



50 Years Later…



1967 Bridge St. Parking Lot

25 Bridge

55 Bridge

Bridge St. 
Parking 
Lot  
(“Portsmouth Public Library's 
Online Archives – North End 
House History Project.)



“Opponents say will Create Vast Wasteland”



Maplewood & Hanover, Looking East



Bridge & Deer, Looking East



Bridge & Hanover, Looking West



Bridge and Hanover, Looking North





PS 21 – Placemaking Workshop October, 2016



Chestnut Street, 2016



Worth Garage Concept, 2012 



Maplewood Avenue Complete Street



New Developments in the 
“Near North End”



Recent/Current Initiatives  

 Character-Based Zoning: North End and West End
 Islington Street Corridor Improvement Project
 Maplewood Avenue Complete Streets Project
 New Development Cluster on Deer/Bridge/Foundry Place

Hotel/Residential/Retail/Office
New Municipal Parking Garage



40 Bridge Street



40 Bridge Street







North End Portsmouth (Harborcorp)



North End Portsmouth (Harborcorp)



46-64 Maplewood Avenue



46-64 Maplewood Avenue



46-64 Maplewood Avenue



46-64 Maplewood Avenue



46-64 Maplewood Avenue



Deer Street / Maplewood Avenue



Deer Street / Maplewood Avenue



Bridge Street / Deer Street



Bridge Street / Deer Street



Municipal Parking Garage



Garage | Deer Street | North End



Vaughan-Worth-Bridge
Study Area and Context











Master Plan Guidance



Master Plan Theme: Vibrant

Action #1.1.2 –
Enhance the quality and connectivity of 
pedestrian facilities

Action #1.1.3 –
Promote the creation of open spaces, 
seating areas and other outdoor amenities



Master Plan Focus Area: Urban Core

 “The preservation and revitalization of public spaces 
with seating, pedestrian connections and other 
outdoor amenities … will continue to be essential to 
the Downtown’s economic vitality.”

 “Any redevelopment should be context-sensitive and 
contribute to the Downtown’s historic human-scale 
character. New projects should use Low Impact 
Development practices and allow for bicycle and 
pedestrian connectivity and amenities ….”



“Existing, underused areas see new life after 
investment in preservation and improvements 
in pedestrian infrastructure create better 
non-motorized connections”



Preliminary Concepts & Options























Challenges

 Balancing Objectives 
Development (tax revenues, economic vitality)
Open Space (quality of life)
Parking (infrastructure to support other uses)

 Lose Parking Spaces 
or
Invest in Replacement Parking Facilities



Ideas?
Vaughan Worth Bridge Streetscapes

Parking
• Structured
• Surface

Open Space

Development



• REACTIONS/IDEAS
• TIMELINE

• PS 21 Vaughan Demo, 2017?
• Foundry Place Garage, Fall 2018
• Hanover Garage Reno, ~ 2021
• Provident Bank, Deer St. Assoc., 2019?

• PROCESS




