
CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
 
MUNICIPAL COMPLEX, EILEEN DONDERO FOLEY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, PORTSMOUTH, NH 
DATE:  MONDAY, MAY 1, 2017           TIME: 7:00PM 

 

A G E N D A  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
II. ROLL CALL 
III. INVOCATION 
IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
PROCLAMATIONS 
 
1. Police Week in Portsmouth – Peace Officers’ Memorial Day 
 
2. Small Business Week 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
1. One Sky Community Services – Chris Muns, CEO 
 

V. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES – APRIL 17, 2017 
 
VI. PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION 
 
VII. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

A. RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF FOUR HUNDRED FOUR THOUSAND 
SEVEN HUNDRED NINETY DOLLARS AND FORTY CENTS ($404,790.40) FOR THE 
FOUNDRY PLACE SEWER LINE PROJECT 

 
B. RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF FOUR HUNDRED EIGHTY SEVEN 

THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED FIFTY FOUR DOLLARS AND TWENTY CENTS 
($487,954.20) FOR THE FOUNDRY PLACE WATER LINE PROJECT 

 
VIII. APPROVAL OF GRANTS AND DONATIONS 
 

A. A grant in the amount of $500,000.00 from the New Hampshire Department of Justice 
for the New Hampshire ICAC Task Force, “Project Forensic Shield”, contingent upon 
state approval of the funds 

 
IX. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 
 

A. Adoption of Resolution Appropriating the sum of Four Hundred Four Thousand Seven 
Hundred Ninety Dollars and Forty Cents ($404,790.40) for the Foundry Place Sewer 
Line Project 

 
B. Adoption of Resolution Appropriating the sum of Four Hundred Eighty Seven Thousand 

Nine Hundred Fifty Four Dollars and Twenty Cents ($487,954.20) for the Foundry Place 
Water Line Project 
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X. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

(ANTICIPATED ACTION - MOVE TO ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA) 
 

A. Letter from Crystal Paradis, Seacoast Outright requesting permission to hold the 3rd 
Annual Portsmouth PRIDE event on Saturday, June 24, 2017 (Anticipated action – 
move to refer to the City Manager with power) 

 
B. Letter from Mike Young, Portsmouth Babe Ruth Baseball requesting to install seasonal 

signage at Leary Field from May 14, 2017 through August 20, 2017 (Anticipated action 
– mover to refer to the City Manager with power) 

 
C. Request for License to Install Projecting Sign: 
 

Don Oakes owner of Sea Bags for property located at 129 Market Street (Anticipated 
action – move to approve the aforementioned Projecting Sign License as 
recommended by the Planning Director, and further, authorize the City Manager 
to execute the License Agreement for this request) 
 
Planning Director’s Stipulations: 
 

• The license shall be approved by the Legal Department as to content and 
form; 

 
• Any removal or relocation of projecting sign, for any reason, shall be done 

at no cost to the City; and 
 

• Any disturbance of a sidewalk, street or other public infrastructure 
resulting from the installation, relocation or removal of the projecting sign, 
for any reason shall be restored at no cost to the City and shall be subject 
to review and acceptance by the Department of Public Works 

 
D. Letter from Josh Pierce, Seacoast Area Bicycle Riders, requesting permission to host a 

commuter breakfast from 7:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. on Friday, May 19, 2017 at Popovers 
on Market Square.  SABR also respectfully requests that the Portsmouth City Council 
officially recognize May 19th as Bike/Walk to Work Day in Portsmouth (Anticipated 
action – move to refer to the City Manager with power) 

 
E. Police Department Donations: 

a. Donation in the amount of $400.00 from Mr. & Mrs. David Brown 
b. Donation in the amount of $200.00 from Mr. Jason Page 
(Anticipated action – move to accept the donations to the Police Explorer Cadet 
Academy Scholarships) 
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XI. PRESENTATION & CONSIDERATION OF WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS 
 

A. Letter Catherine McCauley requesting the City to transfer title to half of the “paper 
street” known as Oak Street that abuts 43 Mangrove Street (Sample motion – move to 
refer to the Planning Board for report back) 

 
B. Letter from Attorney Derek Durbin regarding request to authorize the issuance of 

building permits on private drive off of Swett Avenue, Moffat Street and Woodworth 
Avenue pursuant to RSA 674:41, I(d) and request to continue Richer request (85 
Woodworth Avenue) to release the City’s interests in portions of Moffat Street and 
Woodworth Avenue 

 
XII. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY OFFICALS 
 

A. CITY MANAGER 
 

City Manager’s Items Which Require Action: 
 
1. Request for Approval of Proposed Employment Agreement between the City of 

Portsmouth Fire Commission and Fire Chief Steven E. Achilles 
 
2. Request for Approval of Proposed Employment Agreement between the City of 

Portsmouth Fire Commission and Deputy Fire Chief James B. Heinz 
 
3. Request for Approval of Proposed Employment Agreement between the City of 

Portsmouth Fire Commission and Deputy Fire Chief Carl F. Roediger 
 
4. Adoption of Complete Street Demonstration Project Policy (Tactical Urbanism Policy) 
 
5. Request to Establish First Reading of Proposed Ordinance amending Chapter 10 – 

Zoning Ordinance, Character Based Zoning Excess Community Space 
 
6. Request to Establish First Reading of Proposed Ordinance amending Chapter 10 – 

Zoning Ordinance, Signs related to Public Parking in Private Parking Lots 
 
7. Report Back from Planning Board Re: Release of City Interest in a Portion of 

Woodworth Avenue 
 
8. Report Back from Planning Board Re: Happny Sewer Easement for Relocated Brick 

Box Sewer 
 
9. Agreements for Prescott Park: NH Art Association Agreement and the Gundalow 

Company 
 
10. Annual Renewal of Boarding House Permits 
 

a) 278 Cabot Street 
 
b) 350-352 Hanover Street 
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11. License Request for Completion of Work at 233 Vaughan Street 
 
City Manager’s Informational Items 
 
1. Events Listing 
2. Work Session Agenda for Budget Presentations 
3. Reminder of FY 18 Budget Public Hearing 
4. Report Back Re: Codes on Health, Inspections and Fire Safety 
5. Hodgson Brook Site Walk 
 
B. MAYOR BLALOCK 
 
1. *Appointments to be Voted: 

• Reappointment of Barbara McMillan to the Conservation Commission 
• Reappointment of Steve Miller to the Conservation Commission 
• Reappointment of Allison Tanner to the Conservation Commission 

2. *Sister Cities Blue Ribbon Committee 
 
C. ASSISTANT MAYOR SPLAINE 
 
1. Options and process by the City Council and by citizen-initiative for adding provisions 

regarding (1), campaign financial disclosure of donations and spending; (2), conflict of 
interest restriction; and (3), ethical standards for elected and appointed city officials and 
administrators into the City Charter for the November 7, 2017 City Election (See 
attached memorandum) 

 
D. COUNCILOR DWYER 
 
1. City Council Rules Re: Public Comment and Public Hearings (See attached 

memorandum) 
 
E. COUNCILOR LOWN 
 
1. Parking and Traffic Safety Committee Action Sheet and Minutes of April 6, 2017 

meeting (Sample motion – move to accept and approve the action sheet and 
minutes of the April 6, 2017 Parking and Traffic Safety Committee meeting) 

 
F. COUNCILOR SPEAR 
 
1. Charter Amendment Timeline (See attached memorandum) 
 
G. COUNCILOR DENTON 
 
1. *Conservation Commission 
 

XIII. MISCELLANEOUS/UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
XIV. ADJOURNMENT 

 
KELLI L. BARNABY, MMC, CMC, CNHMC 
CITY CLERK 



Agenda – City Council Meeting May 1, 2017 
Page 5 of 5 

 

 
*Indicates Verbal Report 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
(There are no items on for this Section of the Agenda) 
 
 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC WHO ARE HEARING IMPAIRED: Please contact Dianna Fogarty at 603-610-7270 one-week 
prior to the meeting for assistance.    









CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 
MUNICIPAL COMPLEX      PORTSMOUTH, NH 
DATE:  MONDAY, APRIL 17, 2017    TIME:  6:30PM 
 
At 6:30 p.m., a roll call for attendance was done with Councilors Perkins and Pearson 
being absent. 
 
City Council Present: Mayor Blalock, Assistant Mayor Splaine, Councilors Dwyer, 

Lown, Spear, Cyr, Denton 
 
City Council Absent: Councilors Perkins and Pearson (arrived at 6:33 p.m.) 
 
Assistant Mayor Splaine moved to enter into a Non Public Session regarding the 
Compensation of Public Employees – RSA 91-A:3 II (a).  Seconded by Councilor Lown.   
 
On a roll call vote 7-0, motion passed. 
 
Staff Present: John P. Bohenko, City Manager; Robert Sullivan, City Attorney; 

Dianna Fogarty, Human Resources Director; Tom Closson, 
Negotiator; and Kelli L. Barnaby, City Clerk 

 
Others Present: Richard Gamester, Fire Commission 
 
Discussion was held regarding Contract Extensions for the Fire Chief and two Deputy 
Fire Chiefs. 
 
At 6:42 p.m., Mayor Blalock declared the Non Public Session closed. 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Blalock called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 

Present: Mayor Blalock, Assistant Mayor Splaine, Councilors Perkins, Dwyer, 
Lown, Pearson, Spear, Cyr and Denton 

 
III. INVOCATION 

Mayor Blalock asked everyone to join in a moment of silent prayer in memory of Nathaniel 
Holloway. 

IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Richard Smith led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
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PRESENTATIONS 
 
1. Complete Street Demonstration Project Policy (Proposed Tactical 

Urbanism City Council Policy) – Juliet Walker, Planning Director 
 
Planning Director Walker provided a brief Presentation on the Complete Street 
Demonstration Project Policy.  She said it is based on the Policy in Burlington, Vermont 
but there have been some adjustments since the draft the Council was presented 
previously.  She stated the policy outlines the process that an organization would follow 
for a Complete Street Demonstration. 
 

2. Status of City Water Supply – Brian Goetz, Deputy Public Works Director 
 
Deputy Public Works Director Goetz reported that during the recent State Street Saloon 
Fire 10,000 gallons-per-minute of water were delivered at peak of firefighting and that 
800,000 gallons of water was estimated for duration of fire.  He spoke to the new water 
main that was installed on State Street which was an improvement to the infrastructure.  
He reported that we are at a place where no water restrictions are necessary and that we 
have received 8 more inches of precipitation so far in water this year.  He stated that 
monthly evaluations are conducted of the water supply. 
 
Councilor Spear asked if the Water Department is tracking the effects of irrigation 
systems being used.  Deputy Public Works Director Goetz said that they continue to 
track that information and reported there is not a large demand for irrigation 
installations. 
 
Councilor Denton asked about water supply issues in Greenland.  City Manager 
Bohenko said that the information is being updated and no commitments have been 
made on this matter.  He said we are exploring and the numbers are daunting.  He 
further stated that there are no detects in their wells right now but we are bringing 
together all the data. 
 
Assistant Mayor Splaine suggested back in January that he would like the City Council 
to have a Work Session with the surrounding towns of Greenland, Newcastle, Rye and 
Newington to discuss water issues. 
 
City Manager Bohenko said we want all information to have a productive meeting. 
 
Councilor Dwyer spoke regarding the water restrictions that were put in place last year 
and perhaps we want to consider putting a policy in place. 
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3. Briefing Re: State Street Fire – Steve Achilles, Fire Chief 
 
Fire Chief Achilles thanked publicly all those individuals and organizations that provided 
support.  He reported that the Department is indebted to the infrastructure 
improvements made to the water system because there was plenty of water available 
for use during this general alarm fire.  He outlined the time line of the incident and 
reviewed the progression of the sounded alarms.  Chief Achilles also spoke to the 
structural failure of the building.  He reported that $7,000.00 in fire equipment was lost 
during the collapse of the building. 
 
Assistant Mayor Splaine asked about older buildings and having fire suppression units 
installed.  Fire Chief Achilles said the codes allow us to do certain things.   
 
Councilor Spear said there is room to talk about changing requirements.  He said what 
is done in one section of New Hampshire is not necessarily done here in our City. 
 
Discussion followed regarding the collapse of the building and it being made of brick.  
Chief Achilles said that brick and steel can collapse. 
 
Mayor Blalock thanked Chief Achilles and the work of the entire Department. 
 
V. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES – MARCH 20, 2017 & APRIL 3, 2017 
 
Councilor Perkins moved to accept and approve the minutes of the March 20, 
2017 and April 3, 2017 City Council meetings.  Seconded by Councilor Dwyer and 
voted. 
 
VI. PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION 
 
City Manager Bohenko said there will not be any changes to Thornton Street until a 
public meeting is held on May 11, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. at the New Franklin School.  He 
said we will be looking forward to people coming forward to speak on the matter.  He 
said any changes to the Ordinance would require three readings and a public hearing. 
 
Richard Smith spoke regarding Peirce Island and asked that the Committee have the 
Arborist added to the Committee.  He said he would like a site walk of the Island with 
the City Council.  He said we need to protect what we have at the Island. 
 
William Lyons spoke in support of Councilor Spear’s motion on the agenda regarding 
surface parking in lots.  He said parking is not the best use for surface lots and the 
Council should consider other uses.  He asked that the City Council be creative on how 
to use these vital spaces in the lots.  Mr. Lyons also spoke in support of the Complete 
Street Demonstration Project Policy. 
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MacAeda Ford said the draft change on Thornton and Bartlett Streets is a large concern 
for her living in the neighborhood.  She spoke to the changes that would be made to the 
bus stops and expressed her concerns. 
 
Beth Margeson spoke to vacancies to Boards and Commission and that in the early 
1990’s the ordinance was not followed.  She said that the ordinance needs to be 
followed.  She stated the cost involved is extremely small and the more people that are 
aware of the vacancies the more that would apply. 
 
Patricia Bagley spoke regarding the Parking and Traffic Safety minutes in which she 
spoke regarding Food Trucks and provided clarification of her statements made during 
that meeting were not clearly defined in the Portsmouth Herald.   
 
Mark Brighton said he is enthusiastic about composting and requested whatever the 
cost is to take that amount of money for composting and eliminate those funds from the 
Public Works Department. 
 
Becky Vardell thanked the City Council for setting up a meeting on the parking changes 
on Thornton and Bartlett Streets. 
 
Sam Tombarelli thanked the Parking and Traffic Safety Committee for the response to 
have further study on the parking matter on Thornton and Bartlett Streets.  He hopes 
that Parking and Traffic Safety has the neighborhood provide their thoughts. 
 
Zelita Morgan thanked the Fire Department for their action with the State Street Saloon 
fire.  She also spoke to the Strategic Planning Committee for Vaughan-Worth-Bridge 
Revitalization Committee and feels there needs to be more residents on the Committee.  
She addressed the Parrott Avenue lot and said the City Council needs to stop 
obsessing over it.  Ms. Morgan said more time needs to be spent on water 
contamination rather than parking in the City. 
 
Harold Whitehouse said he is proud of living in the City with professional firefighters.  
He spoke on Parking and Traffic Safety Committee on a decision to alter Route 1.  He 
would like to see a letter on letterhead that we are allowed to do this.   
 
Doug Roberts representing PS 21, said he supports the Complete Street Demonstration 
Project Policy.  He urged the City Council and City Manager to adopt the policy that is 
being presented this evening and said it is simple and clear. 
 
Jane Zill spoke to Deputy City Manager Colbert Puff letter in the City Council packet but 
said she wanted to see a policy addressing the matter.  She said a draft statement has 
been created on the actions of employees. 
 
Paige Trace deferred her time to Jane Zill. 
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Jane Zill said employees are not our leaders our elected representatives are.  She is not 
a customer, she is a taxpayer.  Ms. Zill stated the City Manager and City Council need 
to develop a policy and that the draft policy statement allow for public comment. 
 
Esther Kennedy said it is time for a policy for citizens to speak to City officials and feel 
comfortable. 
 
VII. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 
 

A. Third and final reading of Proposed Ordinance amending Chapter 7, 
Article VII, Section 7.704 and 7.705 to clarify the Prohibition of Truck 
Traffic on Banfield Road 

 
Assistant Mayor Splaine moved to pass third and final reading of the proposed 
Ordinance, as presented.  Seconded by Councilor Lown and voted. 
 
VIII. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. Letter from Robert Sutherland, Jr., St. John’s Lodge requesting permission 
to hold the St. John’s March on Sunday, June 25, 2017 at 8:00 a.m. 
(Anticipated action – move to refer to the City Manager with power) 

 
B. Letter from Megan Bickford, New Hampshire SPCA requesting permission 

to place laminated posters and brochures at the Dog Parks located at 
South Mill Pond and Route 33 Park and Ride (Anticipated action – move 
to refer to the City Manager with power) 

 
C. Request for License to Install Projecting Sign: 
 

Andree Connell owner of Buff and File Nail Bar for property located at 218 
State Street (Anticipated action – move to approve the aforementioned 
Projecting Sign License as recommended by the Planning Director, 
and further, authorize the City Manager to execute the License 
Agreement for this request) 
 
Planning Director’s Stipulations: 
 
• The license shall be approved by the Legal Department as to 

content and form; 
 

• Any removal or relocation of projecting sign, for any reason, 
shall be done at no cost to the City; and 
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• Any disturbance of a sidewalk, street or other public 

infrastructure resulting from the installation, relocation or 
removal of the projecting sign, for any reason shall be 
restored at no cost to the City and shall be subject to review 
and acceptance by the Department of Public Works 

 

D. Request for License to Install Projecting Sign: 
 

Sean Sullivan & Jeff Goss owner of The Clipper Tavern for property located 
at 75 Pleasant Street (Anticipated action – move to approve the 
aforementioned Projecting Sign License as recommended by the 
Planning Director, and further, authorize the City Manager to execute 
the License Agreement for this request) 
 
Planning Director’s Stipulations: 
 
• The license shall be approved by the Legal Department as to 

content and form; 
 

• Any removal or relocation of projecting sign, for any reason, 
shall be done at no cost to the City; and 
 

• Any disturbance of a sidewalk, street or other public 
infrastructure resulting from the installation, relocation or 
removal of the projecting sign, for any reason shall be 
restored at no cost to the City and shall be subject to review 
and acceptance by the Department of Public Works 

 
E. Request for License to Install Projecting Sign: 

 
Nora Fournier owner of Tailor Shop for property located at 99 Daniel Street 
(Anticipated action – move to approve the aforementioned Projecting 
Sign License as recommended by the Planning Director, and further, 
authorize the City Manager to execute the License Agreement for this 
request) 
 
Planning Director’s Stipulations: 
 
• The license shall be approved by the Legal Department as to 

content and form; 
 

• Any removal or relocation of projecting sign, for any reason, 
shall be done at no cost to the City; and 
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• Any disturbance of a sidewalk, street or other public 
infrastructure resulting from the installation, relocation or 
removal of the projecting sign, for any reason shall be restored 
at no cost to the City and shall be subject to review and 
acceptance by the Department of Public Works 

 
Assistant Mayor Splaine moved to adopt the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by 
Councilor Lown and voted. 
 
IX. PRESENTATION & CONSIDERATION OF WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & 

PETITIONS 
 

A. Letter from Jane Zill regarding policy guidelines (attached memorandum 
from Nancy Colbert Puff, Deputy City Manager 

 
Councilor Spear moved to accept the letter and place it on file.  Seconded by 
Councilor Cyr. 
 
Assistant Mayor Splaine said you cannot tell the City Manager how employees operate 
but the Council can create policy.  He said residents need to be treated respectfully.  He 
would like to know what the policy will be about and have public comment on this matter. 
 
City Manager Bohenko said he has standards where employees get back to residents 
within 48 hours of an inquiry.  He said the City employees provide a great deal of help in 
this community beyond what they do.  He is saddened by the way this all transpired and 
that this is a personnel matter and people can come to him at any time to speak on issues.  
City Manager Bohenko said we are moving forward and we have a good culture in this 
organization. 
 
Motion passed. 
 

B. Letter from Patricia Bagley regarding Parking & Traffic Safety Committee 
meeting concerning Parrott Avenue Lot regulations 

 
Councilor Lown moved to accept the letter and place it on file.  Seconded by 
Councilor Spear. 
 
Councilor Lown said Patricia Bagley is correct with what she has said in her letter relating 
to metering Parrott Avenue.  He has no agenda when dealing with Parrott Avenue.  He 
said he would go back to the Committee and have Parking, Traffic & Safety look at the 
original motion which was to investigate holistically all the ideas we’ve had in the past 
couple of years, come back, and have a work session. 
 
Motion passed. 
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At 8:45 p.m., Mayor Blalock called for a brief recessed.  At 8:55 p.m., the meeting was 
called back to order by Mayor Blalock. 
 

X. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIOONS FROM CITY OFFICIALS 

 
A. CITY MANAGER 
 
1. Request to Establish First Reading of Proposed Ordinance amending 

Chapter 1, Article IX, Section 1.902 – Election Candidate Financial 
Disclosures (Postponed from April 3, 2017 City Council meeting) 

 
City Manager said at the April 3, 2017 meeting first reading of the ordinance was 
postponed and he is requesting to establish first reading at the May 1, 2017 meeting. 
 
Councilor Lown moved to authorize the City Manager to bring back for first reading 
the proposed Ordinance at the May 1, 2017 City Council meeting.  Seconded by 
Assistant Mayor Splaine. 
 
Councilor Dwyer said something like this ordinance could come back but there are 
changes needed for it to be meaningful.  She spoke to the issues with the Ordinance and 
said she has no problem with the group reporting but it feels like the wrong report here. 
 
Councilor Perkins said she agrees with Councilor Dwyer’s comments.  She can’t 
contemplate how this will roll out.  She said this feels like a solution looking for a problem.  
Councilor Perkins said there are limits to what the City Council can regulate. 
 
Assistant Mayor Splaine said in part he agrees with Councilors Dwyer and Perkins.  He 
said we need to include the third party contributions.  He said we could use the State 
model and there is enforcement and spending by candidates.  Assistant Mayor Splaine 
said we need to make sure the City cannot be bought.  He spoke in favor of voting on first 
reading at the next meeting to hear from the public. 
 
Councilor Spear asked City Attorney Sullivan was there a reason why onus was on the 
group and not the candidate.  City Attorney Sullivan said the City is not at liberty to adopt 
whatever it wants, you need legal authority behind the ordinance you want to adopt.  He 
said this is not the same for the State legislature.  He stated the ordinance was done this 
way to put the requirement on the candidates.  He feels we need to eliminate services 
and property from the ordinance. 
 
Councilor Cyr said he agrees with Councilor Spear’s comments. 
 
Mayor Blalock passed the gavel to Assistant Mayor Splaine. 
 



City Council Meeting Minutes 
April 17, 2017 

Page 9 
 
Mayor Blalock asked why it is $100.00 for a candidate and $99.00 for a group.   
 
Councilor Denton said he would support the change to the ordinance. 
 
Mayor Blalock said the intention is very good but as written it is missing too much.  He 
said it is not definitive enough and said there is not enough to bring the ordinance forward 
for first reading. 
 
Assistant Mayor Splaine returned the gavel to Mayor Blalock. 
 
Councilor Pearson said the ordinance will not do what people think it will do, most of the 
group endorsements will not spend any money they will use a digital means that doesn’t 
cost money.  She does not feel this is a problem. 
 
Councilor Lown said he has been persuaded that the ordinance is not fixable, as 
presented. 
 
Councilor Dwyer said we could do a little clean up and Section A could have a sentence 
to address what you want to report from a candidate. 
 
Councilor Perkins said she would support that approach as stated by Councilor Dwyer.  
She said she supports the Legislative Committee approach as well. 
 
Councilor Spear said that this would be voted down and asked what motion could follow 
to bring back the ordinance in a clean form. 
 
On a roll call vote 2-7, motion to authorize the City Manager to bring back for first 
reading the proposed Ordinance at the May 1, 2017 City Council meeting failed to 
pass.  Assistant Mayor Splaine and Councilor Denton voted in favor.  Councilors 
Perkins, Dwyer, Lown, Pearson, Spear, Cyr and Mayor Blalock voted opposed. 
 
Councilor Spear moved that City Manager Bohenko report back with new language 
for the ordinance in Section 1.902 (A) to clarify entities from candidates.  Seconded 
by Councilor Pearson and voted. 
 

2. Adoption of Complete Street Demonstration Project Policy (Tactical 
Urbanism Policy) 

 
City Manager Bohenko requested the City Council to adopt the policy.  He said if there 
are amendments he would request the City Council wait to adopt the policy until the May 
1, 2017 City Council meeting. 
 
Assistant Mayor Splaine moved to adopt the aforementioned Policy, as presented.  
Seconded by Councilor Perkins. 
 
Assistant Mayor Splaine said Doug Roberts made a presentation on this matter at the 
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City-wide Neighborhood Group and thanked the organization for their hard work. 
 
Councilor Dwyer said Item #8 could be strengthened.  Planning Director Walker said she 
could work with Eric Eby on expanding this.  Councilor Dwyer said it needs a stamp of 
approval.  She said the methods are one thing but it is the interpretation of the data. 
 
Councilor Cyr said we would want access to the raw data.  He said in Section 2, Item 2 
is there a street where this would not be applicable.  Planning Director Walker said this 
was focused on neighborhood streets but we could make changes.  City Manager 
Bohenko said major thoroughfares are different. 
 
Councilor Perkins said she is supportive of the policy.  She wants to make sure we are 
not adopting a policy on everything.  She stated under stewardships you might want to 
consider other insurance requirements.  City Manager Bohenko said if we partner with a 
group we will make sure we are covered. 
 
City Manager Bohenko withdrew the Policy in order to make changes and bring it back 
for the May 1, 2017 City Council meeting. 
 

3. Request for Public Hearing Appropriation of Water and Sewer Bond 
Premiums 

 
City Manager Bohenko said because of our triple A rating, we receive what is known as 
premiums.  He received the amounts available for the water and sewer side.  He reported 
the amount of $404,790.40 will be used for the Foundry Place sewer line project.  He 
indicated the amount received for the Foundry Place water line project is $487,954.20. 
 
Councilor Spear moved to authorize the City Manager to bring back for public 
hearing at the May 1, 2017 City Council meeting the aforementioned Bond Premium 
resolutions. 
 

4. Rescission of Bond Authorizations for Various Projects: 
 

General Fund: 
 

• Resolution #18-2015 for $600,000 – Rescind amount $76,710.00 
• Resolution #5-2014 for $400,000 – Rescind amount $25,000.00 
• Resolution #13-2012 for $1,600,000 – Rescind amount $75,290.00 

 
City Manager Bohenko said that this is a rescission of general fund bonds that will not be 
expended. 
 
Councilor Lown moved to approve rescinding the remaining borrowing authority 
with regard to the Resolutions listed above.  Seconded by Councilor Perkins and 
voted. 
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5. Request to Establish Date for City Council Retreat 
 
City Manager Bohenko said Mayor Blalock will set a date for the Retreat.  Mayor Blalock 
said we should not consider June 10th, as it is Market Square Day. 
 
Mayor Blalock announced that the City Council Retreat will be held on Saturday, June 3, 
2017 at the Library in the Levenson Room. 
 
Councilor Dwyer said the Council needs to start bringing topics to establish a balance for 
scientific items and look at commissions. 
 
City Manager Bohenko said he would like the City Council to bring forward topics to him 
for the Retreat.  He would like to have Information #7 regarding Report Back Re: Codes 
on Health, Inspections and Fire Safety discussed at the Retreat. 
 
Councilor Perkins would like a new format used at the Retreat that would allow for more 
discussion.  City Manager Bohenko said we could have the City Council lead the 
discussion on items for the Retreat as was done last year. 
 
Mayor Blalock said Presentations should be more concise and where Councilor Pearson 
is an expert on Presentations and the delivery of them we should use her guidance and 
suggestions. 
 
Assistant Mayor Splaine would like to thank the City Manager for providing information 
on Codes on Health, Inspections and Fire Safety.  He said there are some very important 
items that need to be brought up to date.  He would like to receive information on the 
codes prior to the Retreat to prepare the Council for the discussion at the Retreat. 
 
City Manager Bohenko said we have robust codes and we need to update them.  He said 
we can’t go to the 2015 code because the State has not adopted those.  He stated we 
will go forward with the most recent codes and there are things we can add. 
 
Assistant Mayor Splaine thanked the Fire Chief for his presentation this evening. 
 
City Manager’s Informational Items 
 
2. Board & Commission Advertising Vacancies 
 
City Manager Bohenko said he would like to speak to Mayor Blalock that if there are 
vacancies and there is an incumbent that would be reappointed if that was advertised 
would cause a lot of confusion and negative feelings.  He said we need to talk about that.  
He has asked the City Clerk to publish the vacancies once a month.  He said if we want 
to change the ordinance we should hold three readings with a public hearing. 
  



City Council Meeting Minutes 
April 17, 2017 

Page 12 
 
Councilor Spear said we should increase the budget for advertising to publish notices in 
the newspaper.  He feels there is a great deal of benefit that people serving great lengths 
of time switch to other committees to open up vacancies.  He said people should be 
encouraged to apply for serving on Boards and Commissions. 
 
Councilor Lown said he agrees that we must follow the Ordinance.  He feels that an 
incumbent are not considered a vacancy. 
 
Mayor Blalock passed the gavel to Assistant Mayor Splaine. 
 
Mayor Blalock spoke to what he considers to be a vacancy.  He said we should follow the 
ordinance and get people to apply. 
 
Assistant Mayor Splaine returned the gavel to Mayor Blalock. 
 
Councilor Dwyer said she would like to look at how we look at Board and Commission 
appointments.  It may be valuable not to have people on a board for 20 years.  She said 
we need to consider to have a board of the City Council as an Appointment Board. 
 
Assistant Mayor Splaine said on November 7th there will be an election for 9 vacancies 
for positions that must be filled. 
 
3. Double Poles 
 
City Manager Bohenko said we are making progress with the double pole issue. 
 
4. Update Re: Peirce Island Wastewater Treatment Facility Upgrade 
 
City Manager Bohenko said in June we would have a tour of the Peirce Island Wastewater 
Treatment Facility. 
 
5. Report Back Re: Weed Control 
 
City Manager Bohenko said Public Works Director Rice has provided a report back on 
weed control.  He spoke to the chemicals used in the control of weeds.   
 
Assistant Mayor Splaine moved to send a copy of the memorandum to the 
Conservation Commission for report back to the City Council.  Seconded by 
Councilor Denton and voted. 
 

6. Update Re: Plains School Reuse 

 
City Manager Bohenko said we would be bringing back an agreement with Pontine 
Theatre for a longer term lease. 
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Councilor Spear asked that Weston and Sampson come to report on the turf – crumb 
rubber issue.  City Manager Bohenko said we are looking at another group to look at this 
and we can see if they are available for the May meeting.  He said we need some kind of 
decision on this matter. 
 

B. MAYOR BLALOCK 

 
1. Strategic Planning Committee for Vaughan-Worth-Bridge Revitalization 

(2) City Councilors    Councilor’s Rebecca Perkins & Nancy Pearson 
(1) Historic District Commission Member  Vince Lombardi 
(1) Planning Board Member   Dexter Legg 
(1) Economic Development Commission Member Everett Eaton 
(1) Downtown Resident   Barbara DeStefano 
(1) Ex-Officio Member with Appointment by City Manager for Staff Liaison 

 
Mayor Blalock announced the individuals that will be serving on the Committee. 
 
Councilor Spear said he attended a meeting on MS4 Permit regarding Storm Water.  He 
said as we transfer from these lots impervious to pervious surface that will cost money 
and at the State level off site improvements are permitted if a developer is going to an 
impervious surface they could mitigate that through a funding mechanism through the 
efforts the City is making.  It may only be a $20,000.00 grant but that is something we 
could use. 
 
Mayor Blalock said the Committee meetings would be open to the public. 
 

2. Appointments to be Considered: 
• Reappointment of Barbara McMillan to the Conservation Commission 
• Reappointment of Steve Miller to the Conservation Commission 
• Reappointment of Allison Tanner to the Conservation Commission 

 
The City Council considered the individuals listed above to be voted on at the May 1, 
2017 City Council meeting. 
 

3. Appointments to be Voted: 
 
Assistant Mayor Splaine moved the reappointment of Adrianne Harrison, Kate 
Zamarchi to the Conservation Commission until April 1, 2020; reappointment of 
Rick Becksted, Jacqueline Cali-Pitts and Lisa Louttit to the Recreation Board until 
April 1, 2020.  Seconded by Councilor Pearson and voted. 
 

4. Resignation – Kimberly Meuse from the Conservation Commission 
 
Councilor Spear moved to accept with regret the resignation of Kimberly Meuse 
from the Conservation Commission with a thank you letter for her service to the 
City.  Seconded by Councilor Pearson and voted. 
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Mayor Blalock said that Councilor Spear will be postponing his item until the new 
Committee can do its work on these kinds of matters. 
 

C. ASSISTANT MAYOR SPLAINE & COUNCILOR DWYER 

 
1. Welcoming Communities Resolution 

 
Assistant Mayor Splaine and Councilor Dwyer read the Resolution. 
 
Assistant Mayor Splaine moved to approve the Resolution.  Seconded by Councilor 
Dwyer. 
 
Councilor Denton asked if the Police Commission or the School Department have 
reviewed the Resolution.  City Manager Bohenko said the Police Chief has reviewed the 
Resolution but not the Commission or the School Department. 
 
Councilor Cyr requested on the Resolution where all the City Councilors names are listed 
that his be Joshua Cyr and not Josh Cyr. 
 
Motion passed. 
 

D. COUNCILOR PERKINS 
 
1. Update Re: Housing Committee Activities 

 
Councilor Perkins provided an update on activities of the Housing Committee.  She 
reported that the Committee adjourned at the end of the year.  The policy was adopted at 
the City Council level.  She said there will be some zoning changes coming forward.  She 
stated a survey was done by Portsmouth Huttle on what kind of housing that will be looked 
for in the future.  Councilor Perkins said there will be a session in June of the Portsmouth 
Housing Huttle with a presentation on what housing will look like in the future. 
 
Councilor Perkins spoke regarding food trucks hours of operating being a concern.  She 
asked the City Manager how she could move the matter forward and get the food trucks 
involved in a discussion.  City Manager Bohenko said input can be provided to him and 
he would speak with staff.  He said this is something that could work in the Vaughan Mall. 
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E. COUNCILOR DWYER 
 
1. Council Rule Re: Public Hearings 

 
Councilor Dwyer asked if it would be favorable to have a City Council Rule regarding 
Public Hearings.  She said public comment has become so long this year we have been 
subject to people coming and talking at our public comments from other communities.  
She would like a rule to have residents, business owners speak first before a non-resident 
and then during public hearings that out of town residents have a 3 minute limit. 
 
Councilor Perkins said this is a great topic for the Retreat. 
 
Councilor Spear said he will make comments at the Retreat. 
 
Assistant Mayor Splaine said he wrote the public comment session rule in 1991 and feels 
it is a great idea.  He feels a rule would be great on this matter. 
 
Councilor Lown said every ordinance and rule is made because someone is 
inconsiderate.  
 

F. COUNCILOR SPEAR 
 
1. Surface Parking 

 
Councilor Spear postponed this matter due to the late hour. 
 

G. COUNCILOR DENTON 
 
1. Smaller Curbside Composting Pilot Program 
 

Councilor Denton moved that the City Manager report back with a cost estimate 
for a contracted curbside residential composting pilot program for just the single 
Ward that has the largest ratio of residents living there over the least amount of 
backyards.  Seconded by Assistant Mayor Splaine. 
 
Councilor Spear said this is a great idea and would like to see the Public Works 
Department decide on the geography on this matter and inform the City. 
 
Councilor Denton moved to amend the motion that the City Manager report back 
with a cost estimate for a contracted curbside residential composting pilot 
program for residents.  Seconded by Assistant Mayor Splaine.   
 
Councilor Spear said that this is a good idea for the budget process. 
 
Motion passed. 
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XI. MISCELLANEOUS/UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Councilor Dwyer asked when the budget will be released.  City Manager said on April 28th 
and there would be a press conference at 8:00 a.m. 
 
Councilor Denton requested that the City Council do a walk of Hodgdon Brook in the near 
future. 
 
XII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
At 10:45 p.m., Councilor Spear moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Councilor Lown 
and voted. 
 
 

 
KELLI L. BARNABY, MMC, CMC, CNHMC 
CITY CLERK 









































































 

 
P.O. Box 842 Portsmouth, NH 03802       (603) 552-5824     www.SeacoastOutright.org 

 

 
April 17, 2017 

Honorable Mayor Jack Blalock 
Portsmouth City Council 
City Hall, 1 Junkins Avenue 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 
 
Dear Mayor Blalock and Council Members: 
 
On behalf of myself, the Board of Directors, the youth, and the many residents of the Portsmouth and surrounding 
towns who support Seacoast Outright, I would like to extend deep and sincere gratitude for the City’s time, 
support and dedication in helping us establish and execute the First Annual Portsmouth PRIDE in 2015 and last 
year’s Second Annual Portsmouth PRIDE. This event has reached thousands in our community, and has grown to 
be a greater success than we ever could have dreamed three years ago.  

 
We were honored, at PRIDE 2015, to receive the Mayor’s Award from former Mayor Robert Lister, for our work 
with LGBTQ+ youth. Last year, in 2016, an estimated 2,500 people attended Portsmouth PRIDE (up from 
approximately 2,000 in 2015), and it was again incredibly well-received by the region. We also heard from many 
business owners that it was their busiest day of the year. People of all ages came together to celebrate the 
inclusivity of all members of our community. Our favorite result, of course, was the incredible show of support that 
this “City of the Open Door” put forward for its youth. It was also, dare we say, “A Tiny Bit Huge.”  
 
Just as we had hoped, Portsmouth PRIDE has become the signature event needed to keep Seacoast Outright 
strong and well-recognized within a community that appreciates diversity and values its youth. As we look forward 
to June 24, 2017, we are extremely excited to make Portsmouth PRIDE 2017 an even greater success. There has 
perhaps never been a time in recent memory when the coming together of a community to demonstrate its 
support for its LGBTQ+ youth has been more important. 
 
We were proud to have hosted an event last year that was safe, fun and family-friendly and that is what we will do 
once again. Attached, you’ll find a rough timeline and description of our vision for 2017.  
 
Notably, we are relocating the main event from Market Square to Strawbery Banke, which will greatly decrease 
the city resources that were generously provided for our 2015 and 2016 events (since the hours-long street 
closures of Pleasant and Daniel Streets are not requested). Instead, after two years of marching by color on 
sidewalks, we hope to march as one rainbow down temporarily-closed streets on our route from the Library to 
Strawbery Banke. We’ve also enclosed a map with our proposed route and are excited to work together with you 
to establish the best plan for Portsmouth PRIDE 2017. 
 
We look forward to answering any questions, and meeting with the City to approve our Third Annual event!  
 
Crystal Paradis, Portsmouth PRIDE Coordinator 
 
Seacoast Outright Board: 
Jd Dorr, Executive Director 
Pip Clews, Chair 
Christine Stilwell, Treasurer 
Sarah Buckley, Secretary 
 

 
 
 
Patrick Carroll 
Joyce Kemp 
Rebecca Rutter-Sanborn 
Mercy Carbonell 
 



 

PRIDE 2017 Event Proposal  

We are requesting your approval to host a third annual community-based and family-friendly Portsmouth PRIDE 
event on Saturday June 24, 2017.  

Walkers will gather at the Portsmouth Public Library. We are seeking your permission to temporarily block off the 
Portsmouth PRIDE march route [proposed in attached map as: Parrott Ave to Junkins Ave, Junkins Ave from 
Parrott to Pleasant Street, Pleasant St from Junkins to State Street, State Street from Pleasant to Marcy Street 
and Marcy Street from State Street to the entrance of Strawbery Banke] for approximately 30 minutes from 
3:15pm to 3:45pm in order for walkers to proceed as a group from the Portsmouth Library/Middle School parking 
lot to the main gathering site at Strawbery Banke. There will be no floats, only individuals marching in celebration 
of our LGBTQ+ youth, with some banners and signage for each color of the rainbow.  

Since we are gathering at Strawbery Banke, we will not be requesting hours-long closure of Pleasant Street to 
Market Square and Daniel Street. We are hoping that after two years of successfully marching as individual color 
groups on sidewalks on separate routes to the event, that we can close off the streets necessary to march as one 
unified rainbow for the amount of time it will take our roughly 2,500–3,000 marchers to proceed from the library to 
Strawbery Banke (which we estimate taking no longer than 30 minutes). 

Event Timeline:  
Saturday, June 24, 2017 
2:00 pm – 6:00 pm — Portsmouth PRIDE event booths open (Strawbery Banke site) 
3:15 pm – 3:45 pm — Portsmouth PRIDE March (Portsmouth Public Library lawn to Strawbery Banke) 
3:45 pm – 6:00 pm — Speaking program, followed by entertainment (Strawbery Banke site) 
All day — Out & About (Promoting patronage of restaurants and businesses throughout downtown)  
7:00 pm – 9:00pm — Youth PRIDE Post-Party (site TBD) 
8:00 pm – 11:59pm — Portsmouth PRIDE 21+ After Party (at 3S Artspace) 
 
Event Description 
Portsmouth PRIDE March 
Our marchers will gather at the Portsmouth Public Library on Parrott Ave and, at 3:15pm, will march to the main 
event location at Strawbery Banke, route to be determined with city input. Our rainbow-forming color teams have 
become an anticipated trademark of the Portsmouth PRIDE march, and we will be repeating this element again in 
2017. We hope to march as one unified rainbow this year, gathering at the main location to celebrate in our 
signature rainbow crowd. There will not be any floats, only individual marchers with co-captains carrying the 
banner for each color of the rainbow, as in the 2015 and 2016 events. 
 
Portsmouth PRIDE Program 
The stage program at Strawbery Banke will begin around 3:45pm and will include brief remarks and a few 
musical/entertainment performances. The official stage program will run until 6pm, under the sound guidelines 
required at Strawbery Banke to not disturb the surrounding neighborhood. At 6pm, the event at main location will 
end and transition into “Out & About.” 
 
Out & About 
Out & About is from 5-9pm, where attendees are encouraged to visit stores and restaurants throughout the 
downtown area, with locations highlighted who have actively partnered with Portsmouth PRIDE to offer discounts 
and specials in celebration of PRIDE.  
 
PRIDE Youth Post-Party and 21+ After Party 
There will be two parties after the main event and Out & About. The youth after party, for those under 21, will take 
place at a location to be determined (last year, this took place at Seacoast Rep North) and will feature alcohol-free 
dancing and celebration. The 21+ after party will take place at 3S Artspace, from 8pm-midnight, with a DJ and 
special VIP reception from 7pm-8pm. 
 



 

Proposed Portsmouth PRIDE 2017 March Route  

 

Map: ​https://drive.google.com/open?id=1NJlItO55fMNAw46Vi_V_PwG2XDk  

We would love to work together to find a route that makes the most sense for the city. Here are our proposed 
routes: 

Preferred Route (Parrott > Junkins > Pleasant > ​State​ > Marcy) 

This .82-mile route is our preferred march route. It contains great visibility both on the Parrot Ave stretch (as seen 
from City Hall Hill) and the corner turning from Pleasant Street to State Street is in view of Market Square, which 
will add some visibility to crowds downtown.  

Alternate Route (Parrott > Junkins > Pleasant > ​Court​ > Marcy) 

This .80-mile route is an alternate march route. It will have less visibility to the downtown/Market Square area on 
the smaller Court Street, which is why our team greatly prefers the State Street route. It also joins Court Street at 
Pleasant, so is not blocking the Fire Station (as we would if joining at Rogers). 

Starting Point (Portsmouth Library/Middle School Lot) 

This lot was used as our main gathering and starting point last year and it was very successful. It’s a well-known 
spot with nearby parking options and plenty of room for our marchers to gather.  

Proposed Route (Parrott > Junkins > Pleasant > ​State​ > Marcy) 

We will be entering Strawbery Banke from the main entrance point across from Prescott Park. This access point 
to our main event site gives plenty of room for our marchers to enter through a rainbow balloon archway. Prescott 
Park’s matinee of Mary Poppins lets out at 3:30pm, around the time of our arrival, and our program on our main 
stage begins at 3:45 (we will wait for Mary Poppins show to end before starting our main stage program). 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1NJlItO55fMNAw46Vi_V_PwG2XDk




Projecting Sign –129 Market Street 

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: John P. Bohenko, City Manager 

FROM: Rick Taintor, Planning Director 

DATE: April 24, 2017 

RE: City Council Referral – Projecting Sign 
Address:  129 Market Street 
Business Name: Sea Bags 
Business Owner: Don Oakes 

Permission is being sought to install a projecting sign on an existing bracket, as follows: 

Sign dimensions:  36” x 24” 
Sign area: 6 sq. ft.
Height from sidewalk to bottom of sign: >7’ 

The proposed sign complies with zoning requirements. If a license is granted by the City 
Council, no other municipal approvals are needed. Therefore, I recommend approval of 
a revocable municipal license, subject to the following conditions: 

1. The license shall be approved by the Legal Department as to content and form; 

2. Any removal or relocation of the projecting sign, for any reason, shall be done at 
no cost to the City; and 

3. Any disturbance of a sidewalk, street or other public infrastructure resulting from 
the installation, relocation or removal of the projecting sign, for any reason, shall 
be restored at no cost to the City and shall be subject to review and acceptance 
by the Department of Public Works. 
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Date:    April 27, 2017    

 

To:   Honorable Mayor Jack Blalock and City Council Members 

  

From:    John P. Bohenko, City Manager     

 

Re:   City Manager’s Comments on May 1, 2017 City Council Agenda 

 

 

Presentation: 
 

1. One Sky Community Services.  Chris Muns, CEO of One Sky Community Services will 

make a presentation to City Council on Monday evening regarding the organization’s 

support services to Seacoast communities. See attached letter. 

 

Acceptance of Grants/Donations: 
 

1. Acceptance of Police Department Grant.  Attached under Section VIII of the Agenda is 

a memorandum, dated March 28, 2017, from Kathleen M. Levesque, Executive Assistant, 

Office of the Police Chief, regarding the acceptance of a grant. At the March 28, 2017 

monthly Police Commission meeting, the Board of Police Commissioners approved and 

accepted the following grant and donation: 

   

 a. A grant in the amount of $500,000 from the New Hampshire Department of 

Justice for the New Hampshire ICAC Task Force, “Project Forensic Shield,” 

Contingent upon state approval of funds. 

 

 The Police Commission submits the information to the City Council pursuant to City Policy 

Memorandum #94-36, for the City Council’s consideration and approval at their next 

meeting. 

 

I recommend the City Council move to accept and approve the grant to the Portsmouth 

Police Department, as presented. Action on this matter should take place under Section 

VIII of the Agenda. 

 

 

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH                

PORTSMOUTH, NH 03801 

 
Office of the City Manager 



City Manager’s Comments on May 1, 2017 City Council Agenda                                                      2 

 

Items Which Require Action Under Other Sections of the Agenda:   

 
1. Public Hearing Re: Bond Premium.  

 
1.1 Public Hearing Re: Appropriation of Water and Sewer Bond Premiums.  As 

a result of the April 17th City Council meeting, under Section VII of the Agenda, 

I am bringing back for a public hearing the following attached proposed 

Resolutions for the appropriation of Water and Sewer Bond Premiums: 

 

A. Resolution appropriating the sum of four hundred four thousand seven hundred 

ninety dollars and forty cents ($404,790.40) for the Foundry Place Sewer Line 

Project. 

 

B. Resolution appropriating the sum of four hundred eighty seven thousand nine 

hundred fifty four dollars and twenty cents ($487,954.20) for the Foundry 

Place Water Line Project. 

 

The City of Portsmouth currently holds the highest bond rating available from 

Standard and Poor’s rating agency (AAA). 

 

The City was able to take advantage of its excellent bond rating when on June 23, 

2015 and June 16, 2016 the City of Portsmouth issued $10,025,000 and 

$21,748,000 in bonds respectively. The proceeds of the bond will finance 

$11,623,000 of General Fund capital projects, $6,250,000 for School projects, 

$8,900,000 for Water projects, and $5,000,000 for Sewer Projects for a total of 

$31,773,000 in projects.  

 

In addition to the $31.773 million principal, the City received a premium of 

$2,792,004.18 from the winning underwriter at closing. A premium is the amount 

by which the purchase price of a bond is greater than its par value. Under certain 

market conditions, in order to enhance the marketability of the bonds, bond 

underwriters will structure their bids with bond premiums. In this case, the City of 

Portsmouth received a True Interest Cost (TIC) rates of 2.72% (2015) and 1.87% 

(2016) and total bond premiums of $2,792,004.18. Under Federal Tax Law and 

State Statutes, the City is restricted on how to appropriate and use these funds. 

 

RSA 33:3-states that any premium received shall not be used to increase the 

amount to be spent for the purpose for which the loan was originally incurred. 

Therefore, the City cannot use this money to increase the costs of the projects 

set forth for the $31.773 Million bond issuance. However, the RSA states “a 

city by a vote of two-thirds of the City Council may authorize the expenditure 

for the premiums received for any purpose or purposes for which bonds or 

serial notes may be issued for an equal or longer period of time.” 
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The bond premium of $2,792,004.18 has been allocated respectively as follows: 

 

 General Fund in the amount of $1,899,259.58 ($1,850,000 supplemental 

appropriation passed 08/15/16 to purchase Foundation Seacoast land); 

 Water Fund $487,954.20; and 

 Sewer Fund $404,790.40. 

 

In accordance with State Statute, I recommend that the City Council authorize 

appropriations of $892,744.60 from bond premiums for capital projects as follows:   

 

Sewer Fund Project: 

 Foundry Place Sewer Line project - $404,790.40  

 

Water Fund Project: 

 Foundry Place Water Line project - $487,954.20 

 

If approved as recommended, this will leave a bond premium balance in the 

General Fund of $49,259.58 to be used at a later date.  

 

As these projects have a useful life that exceeds the original bond issue from which 

the premiums were received, and would be eligible for bonding under the 

Municipal Finance Act, it is in the best interest of the City to utilize the premium 

of $892,744.60 to fund costs associated with Water Fund and Sewer Fund projects.  

I recommend the City Council adopt the following Resolutions: 

A. Resolution appropriating the sum of four hundred four thousand seven 

hundred ninety dollars and forty cents ($404,790.40) for the Foundry Place 

Sewer Line Project. 

 

B. Resolution appropriating the sum of four hundred eighty seven thousand nine 

hundred fifty four dollars and twenty cents ($487,954.20) for the Foundry 

Place Water Line Project. 

   

 Action on this matter should take place under Section IX of the Agenda.  
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Consent Agenda:   

 
1.      Request for License to Install Projecting Sign. Attached under Section VIII of the 

Agenda is a request for projecting sign licenses (see attached memorandums from Rick  
Taintor, Planning Director): 

 
 Don Oakes, owner of Sea Bags for property located at 129 Market Street. 

I recommend the City Council move to approve the aforementioned Projecting Sign 

License as recommended by the Planning Director and, further, authorize the City 

Manager to execute the License Agreement for this request. Action on this item should 

take place under Section VIII of the Agenda. 

 
2. Acceptance of Police Department Donations.  Attached under Section VIII of the Agenda 

is a memorandum, dated April 26, 2017, from Brenna Cavanaugh, Chair, Portsmouth 

Police Commission regarding the acceptance of donations. At the April 25, 2017 monthly 

Police Commission meeting, the Board of Police Commissioners approved and accepted 

the following donations: 

   

 a. Two donations in support of Police Explorer Cadet Academy: 

 Mr. and Mrs. David Brown in the amount of $400.00 

 Mr. Jason Page in the amount of $200.00 

 

 The Police Commission submits the information to the City Council pursuant to City Policy 

Memorandum #94-36, for the City Council’s consideration and approval at this evening’s 

meeting. 

 

I recommend the City Council move to accept and approve the donations to the Portsmouth 

Police Department, as presented. Action on this matter should take place under Section 

VIII of the Agenda. 

 

City Manager’s Items Which Require Action: 
 

1. Request for Approval of Proposed Employment Agreement between the City of 

Portsmouth Fire Commission and Fire Chief Steven E. Achilles. The Portsmouth Fire 

Commission has approved the attached Employment Agreement with Fire Chief Steven 

E. Achilles.  

 

For your information and to facilitate discussion regarding this matter and two other 

Deputy Fire Chief contracts, attached is a letter from Thomas Closson, City Negotiator, 

outlining the highlights of this Employment Agreement. 

 

Move to accept the proposed Employment Agreement between the Portsmouth Fire 

Commission and Fire Chief Steven E. Achilles, to expire on June 30, 2020. 
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2. Request for Approval of Proposed Employment Agreement between the City of 

Portsmouth Fire Commission and Deputy Fire Chief James B. Heinz. The Portsmouth 

Fire Commission has approved the attached Employment Agreement with Deputy Fire 

Chief James B. Heinz.  

 

Move to accept the proposed Employment Agreement between the Portsmouth Fire 

Commission and Deputy Fire Chief James B. Heinz, to expire on June 30, 2020. 

 

3. Request for Approval of Proposed Employment Agreement between the City of 

Portsmouth Fire Commission and Deputy Fire Chief Carl F. Roediger. The 

Portsmouth Fire Commission has approved the attached Employment Agreement with 

Deputy Fire Chief Carl F. Roediger.  

 

Move to accept the proposed Employment Agreement between the Portsmouth Fire 

Commission and Deputy Fire Chief Carl F. Roediger, to expire on June 30, 2020. 

 

4. Adoption of Complete Street Demonstration Project Policy (Tactical Urbanism 

Policy).  For your information, attached is a copy of the amended Complete Street 

Demonstration Project Policy (Tactical Urbanism Policy) reflecting the amendment on 

Page 3, Item #8 as follows: 

 

(8)   All Project Sponsors shall collect data and monitor use of the demonstration   

project using methods approved by DPW in advance of the project’s 

implementation.  A report, including a summary of the data collected, the raw 

data collected, and an evaluation of the effectiveness of the project, shall be 

provided to the DPW at the conclusion of the project.   

 

I recommend the City Council move to adopt the aforementioned Policy, as amended. 

 

5. Request to Establish First Reading of Proposed Ordinance amending Chapter 10 – 

Zoning Ordinance, Character Based Zoning Excess Community Space.  As you will 

recall, at the April 3, 2017 City Council meeting, the Council voted to refer the draft zoning 

amendment to the Planning Board for report back. This proposed Zoning Ordinance 

amendment would allow excess community space provided by a development in an 

Incentive Overlay District to be credited for use in another development in the same 

Incentive Overlay District. Attached for your information is a memorandum from Planning 

Director Rick Taintor explaining the background of the proposed Vaughan Street Hotel 

and Waterfront Park as well as the provisions of the proposed amendment. 

  

 The Planning Board held a public hearing on this draft amendment to the Zoning Ordinance 

at its meeting on April 20, 2017. The Board voted to recommend that the amendment be 

enacted with the following four changes: 

 

1. When a developer proposed to contribute unimproved land in lieu of a confirming 

community space, require the application to include a complete site plan and design 

for the future community space. 
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2. In 10.5A46.23(2)(a) of the draft amendment [to be redesignated as (b)], insert the 

word “excess” before the words “unimproved land” to clarify the intent. 

 

3. Reduce the maximum term of a Prospective Development Incentive Agreement from 

15 years to 10 years. 

 

4. Insert a new provision requiring the grant of a conditional use permit by the Planning 

Board in order for a developer to be able to use the excess community space to support 

a future project, regardless of whether the future project would need a conditional use 

permit otherwise. 

 

The attached revised amendment incorporates the Planning Board’s recommended changes 

(additions underlined, deletions struck through). 

  

Therefore, I recommend the City Council move to accept the Planning Board’s 

recommendation, and further, establish a first reading of the proposed Ordinance at the 

May 15, 2017 City Council meeting.  

 

6. Request to Establish First Reading of Proposed Ordinance amending Chapter 10 – 

Zoning Ordinance, Signs related to Public Parking in Private Parking Lots.  At its 

March 6, 2017 meeting the City Council passed third reading on an ordinance relating to 

signs for public parking in a private parking lot. This ordinance was enacted as an 

amendment to the City Ordinances, Chapter 7, Article I – Parking Meters, and requires that 

any sign located at the entrance to a private parking lot receive a permit from the 

Department of Public Works. 

 

 Attached is a memorandum from Planning Director Rick Taintor which outlines the 

reasons for an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to exempt signs and other elements 

related to public parking in private parking lots from specific zoning standards when 

authorized under a permit from the Department of Public Works.  

 

 The Planning Department drafted the attached amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to 

implement these exemptions, and the City Council voted at its March 20th meeting to refer 

this proposed amendment to the Planning Board for report back. 

 

 At its meeting on April 20, 2017, the Planning Board voted unanimously to recommend 

that the Zoning Ordinance be amended as proposed. 

 

 Therefore, I recommend the City Council move to accept the Planning Board’s 

recommendation, and further, establish a first reading of the proposed Ordinance at the 

May 15, 2017 City Council meeting.  
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7. Report Back from Planning Board re: Potential Release of City Interest in a Portion 

of Woodworth Ave. As you will recall at the March 20, 2017 City Council meeting, the 

Council referred the request from Raymond and Maryrose Richer for a potential release of 

City interest in the portions of two paper streets (Moffat Street and Woodworth Avenue) 

adjoining their property at 85 Woodworth Avenue to the Planning Board for a public 

hearing and report back to the City Council. Attached is a memorandum from Planning 

Director Rick Taintor outlining the background regarding this request. 

 

 The Planning Board held a public hearing at its meeting on April 20, 2017, and voted  

 (8-1) as follows: 

 

   Voted to recommend that the City release any interest it may have in the paper 

   streets abutting 85 Woodworth Avenue, as shown on the exhibit titled “Woodworth 

  Ave/ Moffat St /Swett Ave,” prepared by the Planning Department for this meeting, 

with the following exception: 

 

1. The area between the end of the accepted portion of Woodworth Avenue and the 

intersection with Moffat Street shall be reserved for snow storage. 

 

 Attached is a map showing the portions of Woodworth Avenue and Moffat Street that are 

recommended to be released at this time, along with two other segments of the same streets 

that were released by vote of the City Council on March 6, 2017, and a proposed two-lot 

subdivision abutting the paper street portion of Moffat Street. 

 

 I recommend the City Council move to accept the Planning Board’s recommendation as 

outlined above, and further, authorize the City Manager to proceed with the execution of 

the appropriate documents regarding this matter. 

 

8.  Report Back from Planning Board Re: Happny Sewer Easement for Relocated Brick 

Box Sewer.  At the March 6, 2017 City Council meeting, the Council voted to refer to the 

Planning Board a proposal to acquire from Peter Happny a sewer easement off Rock Street 

in connection with the construction of the new municipal parking garage; and to convey to 

Mr. Happny a narrow strip of City-owned land adjoining Rock Street Park.  

 

 Attached is a memorandum from Planning Director Rick Taintor explaining the location 

and original design of the 48” brick box sewer around the parking garage as well as the 

alternative design which requires an easement across the Happny property.  

 

 In exchange for the sewer easement, Mr. Happny has requested that the City convey to him 

2,275 +/- square feet of land that runs along the front of his building. The attached sketch 

plan shows the proposed easement and conveyance. 

 

 At its meeting on April 20, 2017, the Planning Board voted unanimously to recommend 

that City Council vote to accept the sewer easement and grant the land conveyance as 

proposed.      
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 I recommend the City Council move to accept the Planning Board’s recommendation, and 

further, authorize the City Manager to proceed with the execution of the appropriate 

documents regarding this matter. 

 

9. Agreements for Prescott Park: NH Art Association and The Gundalow Company. 

As you know, following the City Council’s adoption of the Prescott Park Master Plan in 

February, I have been working with City staff to prepare for the 2017 season.  This is the 

first season during which the park operations and oversight of agreements with non-profit 

users in the park fall under the management control of the City Manager.  As a result, I 

have been working with the The Gundalow Company, the NH Arts Association, and the 

Prescott Park Arts Festival in planning for their 2017 operations in the Park.  To assist in  

 

 this transition, the Mayor appointed the Blue Ribbon Prescott Park Policy Advisory 

Committee whose charge is to assist the City staff in performing this new role.  The 

Committee has met a total of four times and have been very helpful as a sounding board 

in preparing for this season.  In addition to advising me on Park operations for the 2017 

season, the Committee will also assist me in developing license agreements, which, 

according to the Master Plan, are to be negotiated in preparation for the 2018 season. 

 

Once again, the staff and the Committee have focused its work on creating agreements for 

2017.  The City’s separate agreements with the The Gundalow Company and the NH Arts 

Association expired in 2016.  As a result, new agreements for 2017 have been prepared 

for the City Council’s consideration on Monday night.  In the case of the Prescott Park 

Arts Festival, the organization has a current Operating Agreement (not expired). However, 

I have been working closely with the Advisory Committee, City staff and the Prescott 

Park Arts Festival to create a Letter Agreement to establish an agreed upon set of terms 

for use of the Park in 2017.   

 

At this time, I am seeking the City Council’s authorization to enter into agreements with 

The Gundalow Company and the NH Arts Association (see attached).  Summaries of both 

agreements are below.  

 

A brief summary of the proposed agreement with The Gundalow Company follows: 

 

Agreement with:     The Gundalow Company 

 

Organizational Mission:   The Company exists to protect the maritime heritage and 

environment of the Piscataqua River region through 

education and action. 

 

Park Area Utilized:     Use of Sheafe Dock along Prescott Park Waterfront;  

Use of Sheafe Warehouse for certain periods at the 

beginning and end of the season. 

 

 



City Manager’s Comments on May 1, 2017 City Council Agenda                                                      9 

 

Activities Authorized:  Docking of The Piscataqua vessel; public sails and 

related programming aboard the vessel; ticket sales for 

public sails; mission-related programming within the 

Sheafe Warehouse 

 

Term:       Expires November 1, 2017 

 

Annual License Fee:   $5,500 

 

Signage:       A signage plan is to be submitted and approved. 

 

A brief summary of the proposed agreement with the NH Arts Association follows: 

 

Agreement with:     NH Art Association 

 

Organizational Mission:   The Association exists to connect visual artists with the 

public through ongoing exhibits and educational 

activities to encourage appreciation for contemporary 

culture, foster creativity, and enhance community  

 spirit 

 

Park Area Utilized:    Use of the first floor of the Sheafe Warehouse; use of 

limited areas in the vicinity around the Sheafe 

Warehouse as approved by the City Manager.   

 

Activities Authorized: Annual juried Art show, related talks and 

demonstrations; sale of paintings in the Sheafe 

Warehouse; pop-art classes; one-day outdoor   

public art exhibition 

 

Term:       August 29, 2017 

 

Annual License Fee:   $1,500 

 

Signage:       A signage plan is to be submitted and approved. 

 

 

I recommend the City Council move to authorize the City Manager to enter into 

agreements with The Gundalow Company and the NH Arts Association for the 2017 

season in Prescott Park. 
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10.  Annual Renewal of Boarding House Permits.  As you are aware, annually, the City 

Council considers and takes action on the renewal of Boarding House Permits. The City 

currently has two active Boarding Houses, one at 278 Cabot Street and another at 350-352 

Hanover Street.    

a) 278 Cabot Street. Pursuant to Article VIII: Boarding Houses, Section 9.804: Permit 

Renewal, I have attached a draft Permit for the boarding house located at 278 Cabot 

Street. This facility was inspected on April 14, 2017 by the Code Enforcement Officer 

and Health Officer and recommended for the reissue of the permit.  

 

I recommend that the City Council move to approve the Boarding House permit for 

278 Cabot Street for a one year permit to expire May 2, 2018. 

 

b) 350-352 Hanover Street. Pursuant to Article VIII: Boarding Houses, Section 9.804: 

Permit Renewal, I have attached a draft Permit for the boarding house located at 350-

352 Hanover Street. This facility was inspected on April 13, 2017 by the Code 

Enforcement Officer and Health Officer and recommended for reissue of the permit. 

 

I recommend that the City Council move to approve the Boarding House permit for 

350-352 Hanover Street for a one year permit to expire May 2, 2018.  

 

11. License Request for Completion of Work at 233 Vaughan Street.   Chinburg Builders 

is currently conducting work at 233 Vaughan Street.  Chinburg Builders applied for and 

received from the City an encumbrance permit to utilize a portion of Green Street 

intermittently to facilitate its construction activities for the final residential unit at 233 

Vaughan Street.  The encumbered area is used primarily for the delivery and removal of 

materials. No parking spaces are impacted and the use is coordinated with Sanel Auto 

Parts, a property owner with a loading area accessed by Green Street.  See attached 

sketch of area encumbered. 

 

Chinburg Builders anticipates that it will need to utilize the area intermittently for 

deliveries until October 20, 2017 and thus requests a license.   City staff has no objection 

to the grant of a license provided that it includes terms and conditions similar to those 

already contained in the encumbrance permit which includes flaggers as appropriate, 

signage and no storage of materials.  City staff has had no complaints or concerns to date 

during the encumbrance permit period. 

 

I recommend the City Council move to authorize the City Manager to negotiate and enter 

into a license with Chinburg Builders to facilitate completion of construction activities 

at 233 Vaughan Street. 
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Informational Items: 
 

1. Events Listing. For your information, attached is a copy of the Events Listing updated 

after the last City Council meeting on April 17, 2017. In addition, this can be found on the 

City’s website. 

 

2. Work Session Agenda for Budget Presentations.  Attached for your information is the 

City Council Work Session Agenda for the Saturday, May 6, 2017 FY18 Budget 

Presentations. The Work Session will be held in the Levenson Room at the Library from 

8:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

 

3. Reminder of FY18 Budget Public Hearing.  This is a reminder that the City Council 

FY18 Budget Public Hearing will be held on Wednesday, May 10, 2017 at 6:30 p.m., in 

the Eileen Dondero Foley Council Chambers. 

 

4. Report Back Re: Codes on Health, Inspections and Fire Safety. As requested by the 

City Council, at the City Council Retreat on June 3rd, Deputy City Manager Nancy Colbert 

Puff will give the City Council an update on various City ordinances that address building, 

health, and life safety codes. 

 

5. Hodgson Brook Site Walk.  For your information, a site walk at Hodgson Brook is 

scheduled for Tuesday, May 23, 2017 at 3:30 p.m. Councilor Josh Denton, Sustainability 

Committee Member Lawrence Lariviere, Deputy City Manager Nancy Colbert Puff and 

Environmental Sustainability Coordinator Peter Britz will be attending the site walk. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

ATTORNEY-CLIENT COMMUNICATION 

INTERNAL PERSONNEL MATTER 

 

 

To:  City Manager John Bohenko and Members of the Portsmouth City Council 

From:  Tom Closson 

Re:  Senior Fire Officer Employment Agreements 

Date:  April 12, 2017 

 

************************************************************************************ 

I am pleased to recommend the attached three year Employment Agreements for Fire Chief Achilles and 

Deputy Fire Chiefs Heinz and Roediger.  The highlights of these Employment Agreements are as 

follows: 

 

- Three year term (through June 30, 2020).  Note, the first year of the 

proposed Employment Agreement for Deputy Heinz will replace the last 

year of his existing Employment Agreement, putting all three Senior Fire 

Officers on the same timeline. 

 

- Annual salary advancements consistent with the City’s existing pay plan. 

 

- Annual COLAs consistent with the City’s rolling 10-year average CPI-U 

calculation. 

 

- Additional benefits consistent with the existing Employment Agreements 

for all three employees. 

 

- All other language (i.e. regarding duties, termination, severance, etc.) 

consistent with the employees’ existing Employment Agreements, and in 

accordance with the City’s template Employment Agreement. 

 

http://www.jacksonlewis.com/


























CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 
CITY COUNCIL POLICY No. 2017 –  

 
COMPLETE STREET DEMONSTRATION PROJECT POLICY 

 
 WHEREAS, a core commitment of the City’s Complete Street Policy is to incorporate 
Complete Street principles into the City’s Master Plan, area plans, transportation plans, the 
Zoning Ordinance and Site Plan Review Regulations, standards and specifications documents, 
and other plans, manuals, rules, regulations and programs as appropriate. 
 
 WHEREAS, City staff have been working with the Parking & Traffic Safety Committee to 
develop a Neighborhood Traffic Calming Program that provides a process and guidance for 
considering and implementing a variety of traffic calming measures in response to neighborhood 
concerns and requests. 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes that it will be beneficial to enable non-municipal 
groups and organizations, hereby known as Project Sponsors, to undertake demonstration 
projects in public rights-of-way; 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, the City Council adopts the following policy: 
 
I. DEFINITIONS 
 
Demonstration Project 
A demonstration project is a short-term street or sidewalk design project that is designed in 
accordance with the City’s Complete Street Policy and/or Walk and Bicycle Friendly Community 
Policies. 
 
Project Sponsor 
A project sponsor is the entity applying for permission to implement a demonstration project.  A 
project sponsor may be an individual, group, or business entity that has the ability to satisfy the 
requirements included herein. 
 
II. SITE REQUIREMENTS, CLEARANCE AND ACCESS 
 
(1) Demonstration projects may only be located in the public right-of-way on roads under City 
jurisdiction. 
 
(2) Project shall be located on a road with a speed limit that is 30 MPH or less. 
 
(3) Projects shall be designed to minimize interference with access to and service of public 
utilities, utility covers, valves, building standpipes, fire hydrants, and other services and 
operations located within or accessed from the public right-of-way. 
 
(4) Projects should not block or limit driveway access, unless the driveway owner specifically 
permits use of their driveway for the demonstration. Such permission must be illustrated by a 
letter of support. 
 
(5) Demonstration Projects shall maintain or improve the existing level of accessibility to 
individuals with disabilities per the Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines 
(ADAAG). 
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(6) Demonstration projects shall not be located in proximity to ongoing construction projects 
within the public right-of-way. 
 
(7) No street or public right-of-way shall be blocked for project installation unless specifically 
allowed by the Portsmouth Department of Public Works (DPW). 
 
III. FUNDING 
 
(1) The Project Sponsor shall be responsible for all related project materials and elements. In 
some scenarios, the City of Portsmouth may provide funding or in-kind support to benefit the 
project, but financial support from the City is not guaranteed or required. 
 
IV. COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
 
(1) Demonstration projects must demonstrate community support from property 
owners/businesses in the impacted area adjacent to the project site. Support must be 
demonstrated through individual letters or petition. 
 
(2) The Project Sponsor must provide individual letter(s) of support from any property 
owners/businesses whose property access will be impacted by the demonstration. 
 
V. PERMITTING AND NOTIFICATION 
 
(1) Initial Project Request: Project Sponsor shall submit initial project request at least 3 months 
from the desired implementation date. DPW will review the proposal and confirm compliance 
with applicable laws/regulations.  DPW will also review to determine that the Demonstration 
Project will have minimal impact on access to and service of public utilities, utility covers, valves, 
building standpipes, fire hydrants, and other services and operations located within or accessed 
from the public right-of-way.  Once receiving initial approval from the DPW, the Project Sponsor 
shall revise materials in response to DPW feedback and submit a demonstration project 
application. 
 
(2) Project Application: The Project Sponsor shall submit a complete permit application to DPW 
a minimum of 2 months before desired implementation date. If DPW determines the application 
to be complete, the Public Works Director shall review the application and make a 
recommendation for approval or denial to the City Manager.   
 
(3) Project Approval: Once receiving a recommendation, the City Manager may grant or deny 
the project permit or refer the application to the City Council.  At any time during the project 
application and approval process, the project may be referred to the Parking & Traffic Safety 
Committee for input. 
 
(4) Upon receiving permit approval, the Project Sponsor shall notify all households and 
businesses within 300’ of the proposed project location at least 7 days before the planned 
installation date, via a flyer or letter. 
 
(5) Any temporary changes to on-street parking will be subject to review and approval by the 
Department of Public Works Parking Division. 
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(6) The Project Sponsor shall post a project information sign at the project site for the duration 
of the project.  The sign shall be reviewed and approved by DPW. 
 
VI. STEWARDSHIP  
 
(1) The Project Sponsor shall comply with all applicable traffic laws or other relevant city or state 
laws or ordinances. DPW will identify any concerns related to compliance with applicable laws 
and ordinances when reviewing the Project Sponsor’s initial project request.  
 
(2) The Project Sponsor shall designate a primary contact person who can be reached by the 
City 24/7 for the duration of the project in case of emergencies or unexpected issues/concerns. 
This person must be available for a site inspection once the project has been installed, and 
must be willing and able to troubleshoot should adjustments be necessary.  
 
(3) The Project Sponsor is responsible for any property damage that occurs as a direct result of 
the demonstration project. 
 
(4) The Project Sponsor is required to submit a certificate of insurance that meets city insurance 
requirements and that names the city as certificate holder as well as an additional insured for 
the duration of the event. In cases where the City is a co-sponsor of the proposed project, the 
City may waive the insurance requirement. 
 
(5) The Project Sponsor shall remove all elements/features of the Demonstration Project and 
restore the project site to its original conditions by the end of the permit period. If the Project 
Sponsor fails to remove the project and its various elements within the agreed time frame, the 
City will do so at the expense of the Project Sponsor, and Partner may be considered ineligible 
to lead future Demonstration Projects. If an emergency situation requires the City to remove or 
damage parts of the project before the end of the permit period, the City will not be held liable 
for damages to the project elements.  
 
(6) The Project Sponsor shall communicate with affected neighbors and attempt to resolve any 
concerns that may arise during the project’s duration. The Project Sponsor shall notify DPW 
about any concerns raised during the project’s duration. 
 
(7) The Demonstration Project permit shall be revocable by the Public Works Director if the 
project no longer meets the intent of the approved Demonstration Project proposal. 
 
(8) All Project Sponsors shall collect data and monitor use of the demonstration project using 
methods approved by DPW in advance of the project’s implementation.  A report, including a 
summary of the data collected, the raw data collected, and an evaluation of the effectiveness of 
the project, shall be provided to the DPW at the conclusion of the project.   
 
This policy shall take effect upon the passage by the City Council. 
 
Adopted by the Portsmouth City Council on: _______________________. 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Kelli L. Barnaby, MMC, CMC, CNHMC 
City Clerk 



Memo CM 170424 zoning re community space 

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: John P. Bohenko, City Manager 

FROM: Rick Taintor, Planning Director 

DATE: April 24, 2017 

RE: Proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment to allow excess community space provided 
by a development in an Incentive Overlay District to be credited for use in another 
development in the same Incentive Overlay District 

Under amendments to the Character-Based Zoning enacted in January 2017, proposed 
developments in the North End and West End Incentive Overlay Districts are eligible to build 
with greater building footprint (coverage) or height, or with reduced off-street parking, in return 
for providing either workforce housing or community space (which must be in the form of 
specific types itemized in the ordinance, such as parks, plazas, greenways, etc.). The Planning 
Department has drafted a proposed amendment to allow for “banking” the community space 
incentives, in order to allow community spaces to be created before a specific development 
project has been identified. The proposed amendment has been drafted to address a specific 
development proposal and a planned City open space project, but it also has broader potential 
applicability in the North End and West End. 

At its meeting on April 3, 2017, the City Council voted to refer the draft zoning amendment to 
the Planning Board for a report. 

Background – Proposed Vaughan Street Hotel and Waterfront Park 

Cathartes is proposing to develop a new hotel at 225 and 299 Vaughan Street, two parcels that 
are currently occupied by Sanel Auto Parts and a municipal parking lot. Cathartes also owns an 
adjacent parcel that extends behind 3S Artspace to North Mill Pond. In order to gain additional 
building footprint area for the planned hotel, Cathartes proposes to develop the land on North 
Mill Pond into a public waterfront park, employing an existing provision at Section 10.5A43.43 of 
the Zoning Ordinance. 

The site of the proposed waterfront park is part of the North Mill Pond Path, a multi-use path 
that the Planning Department has proposed for connecting Market Street to Maplewood 
Avenue, with an eventual extension down to Bartlett Street. The portion of the North Mill Pond 
Path between Market Street and Maplewood Avenue is also shown in the North End Vision Plan 
prepared by TPUDC, and is identified in the Capital Improvement Plan for funding in Fiscal Year 
2018. Cathartes’ proposed project, which includes the central portion of the path, is thus timely 
and would help the City to create this important amenity at lower public cost than without the 
developer’s involvement. 

Under the applicable provision of the Zoning Ordinance, the Planning Board may grant a con-
ditional use permit to allow an increase in building footprint from 20,000 to 40,000 square feet if 
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at least 30% of the total property area is assigned and improved as community space. The pro-
posed waterfront park has a total area of 43,326 square feet (0.99 acre), which is more area 
than is needed to provide the building footprint incentive for the proposed hotel. While Cathartes 
is willing to work with the City to move the North Mill Pond Path project forward, the developer 
does not want to give up the additional incentive potential that the excess land could provide for 
a future development. Thus, the developer and the City have a common interest in creating a 
mechanism to allow the transfer of land for public use to be credited to a future development 
project. 

Proposed Amendment 

The draft Zoning Ordinance amendment would authorize the Planning Board to allow a 
contribution of excess community space to be credited toward a future development project that 
may not yet be identified and could be carried out either by the current developer or by another 
landowner in the area. The proposed amendment includes the following provisions: 

• If authorized by a conditional use permit from the Planning Board, a developer may
convey land to the City for community space and credit that conveyance toward
incentives for a future development project in the same overlay district.

• If the developer conveys the land without creating an improved community space (such
as a park, plaza, greenway, etc.), the City may build the community space and charge
the cost back to the future development project.

• The terms of the conditional use permit will be enshrined in an agreement between the
developer and the Planning Department (similar to the agreements that are executed for
any approved site plan or subdivision).

While the proposed amendment has been developed in order to allow a specific City project to 
be funded in part by a specific private development proposal, staff believe that it could have 
broader applications in the future. For example, during the discussions about the character-
based zoning for the West End, some residents raised concerns that the community space 
provisions could result in the creation of small unconnected green spaces on a project-by-
project basis, but there was no mechanism allow multiple landowners to work together to 
provide larger, more meaningful public spaces. Given the right circumstances, the transferable 
development rights created by the proposed amendment could be that mechanism, facilitating 
the eventual creation of a neighborhood park or plaza for the West End. 

Planning Board Report 

The Planning Board held a public hearing on this draft amendment to the Zoning Ordinance at 
its meeting on April 20, 2017. The Board voted to recommend that the amendment be enacted 
with the following four changes: 

1. When a developer proposes to contribute unimproved land in lieu of a conforming
community space, require the application to include a complete site plan and design for
the future community space.
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2. In 10.5A46.23(2)(a) of the draft amendment [to be redesignated as (b)], insert the word 
“excess” before the words “unimproved land” to clarify the intent. 

 
3. Reduce the maximum term of a Prospective Development Incentive Agreement from 

15 years to 10 years. 
 
4. Insert a new provision requiring the grant of a conditional use permit by the Planning 

Board in order for a developer to be able to use the excess community space to support 
a future project, regardless of whether the future project would need a conditional use 
permit otherwise. 

 
The attached revised amendment incorporates the Planning Board’s recommended changes 
(additions underlined, deletions struck through) and is the version that should be presented for 
first reading at the May 1st City Council meeting. 

 
 



PROPOSED ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 
As Recommended by the Planning Board on April 20, 2017 

(Additions to 3/28/17 draft underlined; deletions struck through) 
 

 
ORDINANCE #  
 
THE CITY OF PORTSMOUTH ORDAINS 
 

That the Ordinances of the City of Portsmouth, Chapter 10 – Zoning Ordinance, 
Article 5A – Character-Based Zoning, Section 10.5A46 – Incentive Overlay Districts, be 
amended by inserting the following new Section 10.5A46.23:  

 
 

10.5A46.23 When a proposed development in an Incentive Overlay District 
includes community space in excess of the amount required to 
support a proposed incentive under Section 10.5A43.43 or Sections 
10.5A46.10 through 10.5A46.22, the Planning Board may grant a 
conditional use permit to allow the excess community space to be 
credited to the developer or its assigns for use in another develop-
ment in the same Incentive Overlay District.  

 
(1) The conditional use permit shall specify the total amount of com-

munity space provided, the portion of such community space to 
be credited toward incentives in the proposed development, and 
the amount of excess community space that may be credited 
toward a future project in accordance with the standards set forth 
in Section 10.5A43.43 or Sections 10.5A46.10 through 
10.5A46.22.  

 
(2) The conditional use permit may allow for conveyance to the City of 

unimproved land in lieu of community space that conforms to the 
types shown in Figure 10.5A45.10, subject to the following: 

 
(a) The application for a conditional use permit to credit 

unimproved land in lieu of community space shall include a 
complete site plan and design for the proposed community 
space.    

 
(b) In order for a future development to receive incentive credit 

for the excess unimproved land, the future developer will be 
required to improve the land to be a conforming community 
space as determined by the Planning Board at the time of site 
plan approval, except as provided in (b) below. 

 
(c) At any time after receiving title to such unimproved land, the 

City may, at its option, improve such land to be a conforming 
community space. If the City exercises this option, in order 
for a future development to receive the incentive credit, the 
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future developer shall pay to the City an amount representing 
the cost to the City of carrying out the improvements that were 
required to improve the land to be a conforming community 
space. 

 
(3) The terms of the conditional use permit shall be documented in a 

Prospective Development Incentive Agreement (PDIA) to be 
entered into between the developer and the Planning Department. 
The maximum term of a PDIA shall not exceed fifteen (15) ten (10) 
years, following which the rights to any unused incentive shall 
become null and void.  

 
(4) The only effect of a conditional use permit and PDIA under this 

section shall be to increase the allowable building footprint or 
building height, or to reduce the required off-street parking, in 
accordance with Section 10.5A43.43 or Sections 10.5A46.10 
through 10.5A46.22.  

 
(5) The granting of a conditional use permit and the execution of a 

PDIA under this Section 10.5A46.23 shall not be deemed to super-
sede or waive any of the other provisions of this Article 5A or other 
applicable provisions of this Ordinance, nor shall such approval be 
considered to represent the granting of land use approval for any 
future development. 

 
(6) Future use of the excess community space to support a future 

project shall require the granting of a conditional use permit by the 
Planning Board, whether or not the community space is on the 
same parcel as the future project. 

 
 
 The City Clerk shall properly alphabetize and/or re-number the ordinances as 
necessary in accordance with this amendment. 
 
 All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby deleted. 
 
 This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage. 
 
       APPROVED: 
 
       __________________________ 
       Jack Blalock, Mayor 
ADOPTED BY COUNCIL: 
 
_____________________________ 
Kelli L. Barnaby, City Clerk 



Memo CM 170424 zoning re parking signs 

M E M O R A N D U M  

TO: John P. Bohenko, City Manager 

FROM: Rick Taintor, Planning Director 

DATE: April 24, 2017 

RE: Proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment to exempt signs and other elements related 
to public parking in private parking lots from specific zoning standards when 
authorized under a permit from the Department of Public Works 

At its March 6, 2017, meeting the City Council passed third reading on an ordinance relating to 
signs for public parking in a private parking lot. This ordinance was enacted as an amendment 
to the City Ordinances, Chapter 7, Article I – Parking Meters, and requires that any sign located 
at the entrance to a private parking lot receive a permit from the Department of Public Works. 

Signs on private property are also regulated Article 12 of the Zoning Ordinance. In order to 
avoid duplication of reviews and potential conflicts between different City ordinances and 
department, staff recommends that signs relating to public parking on private lots be exempt 
from zoning regulation if the public parking use is allowed through a permit from DPW. This 
exemption would apply both to signs at the entrance to the lot and to any signs in the interior of 
the lot that relate to public parking. 

In addition to the sign standards, the Zoning Ordinance also provides for Historic District 
Commission review of new structures (including ticket kiosks and freestanding signs) in the 
Historic District. Therefore, it is also recommended that such structures be exempt from HDC 
review if the public parking use has been allowed through a permit from DPW. 

The Planning Department drafted the attached amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to 
implement these exemptions, and the City Council voted at its March 20th meeting to refer this 
proposed amendment to the Planning Board for a report. 

At its meeting on April 20, 2017, the Planning Board voted unanimously to recommend that the 
Zoning Ordinance be amended as proposed. 

 



ORDINANCE # 

THE CITY OF PORTSMOUTH ORDAINS 

That the Ordinances of the City of Portsmouth, Chapter 10 – Zoning Ordinance, be 
amended as follows (deletions from existing language stricken; additions to existing language 
bolded; remaining language unchanged from existing):  

A. In Article 6 – Overlay Districts, Section 10.630 – Historic District, subsection 10.633.20 
– Exemptions from Certificate, insert a new item (27) as follows:

(27) Parking ticket kiosks, freestanding signs and other site elements related to 
public parking in private parking lots when authorized under a permit from 
the Department of Public Works. 

B. In Article 12 – Signs, Section 10.1222 – Signs Not Requiring a Permit, amend Section 
10.1222.20 to read as follows: 

10.1222.20 Directional signs or information signs with a sign area up to 4 square 
feet, located so as not to create a traffic safety hazard or to block line of 
sight from a motor vehicle. A directional sign with a sign area greater 
than 4 square feet requires a sign permit. A directional or information 
sign pertaining to public parking in a private parking lot that has 
been authorized under a permit from the Department of Public 
Works is exempt regardless of sign area. 

C. In Article 12 – Signs, Section 10.1290 – Sign Definitions, amend the definition of 
“Information sign” by changing the words “2 square feet” to “4 square feet.” 

The City Clerk shall properly alphabetize and/or re-number the ordinances as 
necessary in accordance with this amendment. 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby deleted. 

This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage. 

APPROVED: 

__________________________ 
Jack Blalock, Mayor 

ADOPTED BY COUNCIL: 

_____________________________ 
Kelli L. Barnaby, City Clerk 



Memo CM 170421- 85 Woodworth paper street 

M E M O R A N D U M  

TO: John P. Bohenko, City Manager 

FROM: Rick Taintor, Planning Director 

DATE: April 21, 2017 

RE: City Council Referral –  The request of Raymond and Maryrose Richer for the City to 
release any interest it may have in the portions of two paper streets (Moffat 
Street and Woodworth Avenue) adjoining their property at 85 Woodworth Avenue 

In a letter to the City Attorney dated January 11, 2017, Raymond and Maryrose Richer have 
requested that the City release to them its interest in the “paper street” portions of Woodworth 
Avenue and Moffat Street adjoining their property at 85 Woodworth Avenue. At its March 20th 
meeting the City Council voted to refer this request to the Planning Board for a public hearing 
and a report back. The Planning Board held a public hearing at its meeting on April 20, 2017, 
and voted (8-1) as follows: 
 

Voted to recommend that the City release any interest it may have in the paper 
streets abutting 85 Woodworth Avenue, as shown on the exhibit titled “Woodworth 
Ave / Moffat St / Swett Ave”, prepared by the Planning Department for this meeting, 
with the following exception: 

 
1. The area between the end of the accepted portion of Woodworth Avenue and the 

intersection with Moffat Street shall be reserved for snow storage. 
 
Attached to this memorandum is a map showing the portions of Woodworth Avenue and Moffat 
Street that are recommended to be released at this time, along with two other segments of the 
same streets that were released by vote of the City Council on March 6, 2017, and a proposed 
two-lot subdivision abutting the paper street portion of Moffat Street. 
 
Background 
 
The status of “paper streets” in the City is an issue that arises from time to time, usually when 
the owners of an abutting parcel wishes to expand their property, or when a developer wishes to 
construct a public street within the paper street alignment. When these requests are referred to 
the Planning Board for comment, the Planning Department generally relies on legal analysis 
presented by the owner to determine the status of the paper street. Such requests are typically 
also reviewed with the City Attorney to confirm any legal interpretation, and with the Department 
of Public Works to identify any City interest that may exist in the paper streets (such as sewer or 
stormwater infrastructure). 
 
The present case is somewhat different in that the Richers are concerned about a proposed 
two-lot subdivision that would involve the construction of a new street across land that they have 
been maintaining and using as part of their yard for many years. (This proposed subdivision has 
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received several variances from the Zoning Board of Adjustment, but has not yet been 
submitted to the Planning Board.) There are thus two competing interests in these paper 
streets, and neither party has presented a legal analysis to support their positions.  
 
In order to provide the Planning Board with the information necessary to evaluate the Richers’ 
request, the Planning Department researched the history of the paper streets in the area and 
consulted with the Legal Department about the applicability of New Hampshire statutes to these 
paper streets. Attached is an excerpt from the staff memorandum for the April 20 Planning 
Board meeting addressing the Richers’ request, as well as a plan of the proposed subdivision 
submitted to the Zoning Board of Adjustment. 
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Excerpt from the Planning Department Staff Memorandum 
For the Planning Board Meeting on April 20, 2017 

 
C. The request of Raymond and Maryrose Richer for the City to release any interest it may 
have in the portions of two paper streets (Moffat Street and Woodworth Avenue) adjoining their 
property at 85 Woodworth Avenue. (City Council referral) 
 
Description 

 
The owners of property at 85 Woodworth Avenue are requesting that the City release its 
interest, if any, in the portions of two “paper streets” abutting their lot. On March 20, the City 
Council voted to refer this request to the Planning Board for a report. 
 
Paper Streets: Dedication, Acceptance and Release 
 
A paper street is one which shows on a plan, especially the City tax map, but which does not 
exist on the ground. The most common way for that situation to come about is when a street 
is “dedicated” to public use by a landowner recording a plan showing the street. This hap-
pened frequently in the days before planning board approval was required for the recording of 
plans. A street so dedicated becomes a public street only when “accepted” by the City. The 
acceptance can be formal, often by vote of the City Council, or by implication based on City 
use and maintenance of the street. 
 
For a street dedicated (shown on a recorded plan) before 1969, the dedication was auto-
matically terminated if the City did not accept the street within 20 years.1 The owners of lots 
fronting on those paper streets may have implied easements to use the paper streets for 
access and development, but such easements do not override local zoning and subdivision 
regulations. 
 
As noted in the staff memorandum for the Board’s February meeting, the lots and streets in 
this area originated in a 1902 subdivision plan of “Prospect Park”. Several of the streets in the 
subdivision were partially constructed and accepted by the City, and a number of lots were 
developed. However, the area east of the Moffat Street cul-de-sac has remained undeveloped 
because of the extensive wetlands and challenging topography. As a result, the dedications of 
the paper streets in this area terminated in 1922. While the City is being asked to formally 
release any interest it has in these paper streets, such a vote is not technically required and 
would not necessarily have any impact, except to clarify the record. 
 
Moffat Street, Woodworth Avenue and Swett Avenue: Recent and Current Proposals 
 
The undeveloped lots and paper streets at the end of Swett and Woodworth Avenues have 
recently been the focus of attention by property owners and prospective developers: 
 
• A developer is in the process of preparing a plan to consolidate five parcels and re-

subdivide them into two building lots. The Zoning Board of Adjustment granted several 
variances for this project on February 21, and another variance application will be heard 
by the ZBA on April 18. It is anticipated that the application for subdivision approval may 
be submitted to the Planning Department shortly after the ZBA meeting, and may be on 

                                                
1 “In summary, if a paper street was dedicated by the owner between 1893 and 1969, the dedication ended automati-

cally unless acceptance by the municipality occurred within 20 years.” A Hard Road to Travel: New Hampshire Law 
of Local Highways, Streets, and Trails (2015: New Hampshire Municipal Association), page 44. 



the Planning Board agenda in May or June. The subdivision proposal calls for extending 
Woodworth and Swett Avenues to the paper street portion of Moffat Street, and to con-
struct a street within the Moffat Street layout to create frontage for the new lots. Because 
the City has never accepted this portion of Moffat Street and the dedication has therefore 
terminated, the consent of the abutting owners would be needed for the subdivision 
application to be considered by the Planning Board. 
 

• Possibly in response to this proposed subdivision, the owners of abutting property at the 
end of the Moffat Street cul-de-sac petitioned the City Council to release paper street 
portions of Moffat Street and Woodworth Avenue that abut their two parcels. The Council 
referred this request to the Planning Board, which voted on February 16 to recommend in 
favor, and the Council accepted the Board’s recommendation at its March 6 meeting. 
Because the Planning Department was aware of the subdivision proposal, it was careful to 
ensure that the release did not include the (paper) intersection of Woodworth Avenue and 
Moffat Street. 

 
Now, another property owner is interested in obtaining a release of the paper streets abutting 
their property. The Richers have maintained the undeveloped portion of Woodworth Avenue 
in front of their house as part of their yard, and they are opposed to the proposed street 
improvements because of how it would affect the enjoyment of their home.  
 
This request reflects a potential conflict between abutting property owners over the future of 
the land encompassed by the paper streets. However, it is important to note that there is no 
evidence that the City has any interest in these streets, and therefore the City’s action on this 
request would probably have no practical effect other than to clarify this for the record. 
 
The packet for this meeting includes two exhibits to provide context for this request: 
 

• A map titled “Woodworth Ave / Moffat St / Swett Ave” prepared by the Planning 
Department, showing the relationship among the recent release of paper streets, the 
proposed subdivision, and the Richers’ current request to release the paper streets 
abutting their property.  
 

• A plan titled “Board of Adjustment Site Plan / Lot Line Adjustment Plan / Lot Consoli-
dation Plan” showing the proposed roadways to be constructed between the current 
ends of Swett and Woodworth Avenues.  

 
Municipal Interests 
 
The Planning Department requested input from the Department of Public Works on both 
proposals for the existing paper streets: i.e., (1) the extension of Woodworth and Swett and 
construction of Moffat to facilitate the proposed subdivision, and (2) the request by the 
Richers to release the portions of paper streets abutting their property. With respect to the 
subdivision plan, DPW Director Peter Rice has indicated that DPW “would not oppose the 
looping of the roadway assuming we ensure the layout allows for plowing and trash truck 
circulation.” With respect to the Richers’ request to release any the City’s interest in the paper 
streets, DPW noted that this would permanently prevent the creation of a loop road, and 
therefore the City should work toward the following: 
 

1. Create a permanent turn-around at the end of Swett Avenue big enough for trash 
trucks. 



2. Cut down the hill on Swett Avenue by 2-3 feet to more closely meet standards. 
3. Reserve the area at the end of Woodworth Avenue for snow storage. 

 
The first two items could be required as conditions of subdivision approval, and the third could 
be done in connection with the release of the paper streets. 
 

Planning Department Recommendations 
 
The following two options are presented for the Board’s consideration. As discussed above, 
staff do not believe that the City has any interest in these paper streets, and therefore neither 
of the options would likely have any impact other than to signal the City’s interest (or lack 
thereof) in the potential construction of a new street. 
 
Option 1 
Vote to recommend that the City release any interest it may have in the paper streets abutting 
85 Woodworth Avenue, as shown on the exhibit titled “Woodworth Ave / Moffat St / Swett 
Ave”, prepared by the Planning Department for this meeting, with the following exception: 
 

1. The area between the end of the accepted portion of Woodworth Avenue and the 
intersection with Moffat Street shall be reserved for snow storage. 

 
Option 2 
Vote to recommend that the City not release any interest it may have in the paper streets 
abutting 85 Woodworth Avenue. 

 
 

 





Memo CM 170424 - Happny easement + conveyance 

M E M O R A N D U M  

TO: John P. Bohenko, City Manager 

FROM: Rick Taintor, Planning Director 

DATE: April 24, 2017 

RE: City Council Referral – Proposal to acquire from Peter Happny a sewer 
easement off Rock Street; and to convey to Mr. Happny 2,275 ± s.f. of 
City-owned land adjoining Rock Street Park 

At its meeting on March 6, 2017, the City Council voted to refer to the Planning Board a 
proposal to acquire from Peter Happny a sewer easement off Rock Street in connection 
with the construction of the new municipal parking garage; and to convey to Mr. Happny 
a narrow strip of City-owned land adjoining Rock Street Park.  
 
The relocation of the 48” brick box sewer around the parking garage and into the new 
street (Foundry Place) will be a significant part of the roadway and utility work required 
for the construction of the new parking garage. The original design included keeping the 
the sewer line completely on City property, which would entail two 90-degree turns in the 
line. While the sewer would work as designed, it is not an optimal solution to have such 
a steep angle on a sewer of this size.  
 
In order to reduce the angles of bends in the line, the project team has proposed an 
alternative design running the realigned sewer across the abutting parcel owned by 
Peter Happny. This alignment requires the City to acquire an easement across the 
Happny property. 
 
In exchange for the sewer easement, Mr. Happny has requested that the City convey to 
him a 2,275 ± s.f. strip of land that runs along the front of his building. Mr. Happny 
currently occupies this land, which is separated from the Rock Street Park by a chain-
link fence and a row of mature arborvitaes. A portion of this land is also already subject 
to an easement to access the front of Mr. Happny’s building. Thus, Mr. Happny currently 
has the legal right to use most of the land, and the conveyance would give him the fee 
title to the easement area and a small additional area. 
 
The attached sketch plan shows the proposed easement and conveyance. 
 
At its meeting on April 20, 2017, the Planning Board voted unanimously to recommend 
that City Council vote to accept the sewer easement and grant the land conveyance as 
proposed. 
 



H
A

N
O

V
E

R
 S

T

BREWSTER ST

S
U

D
B

U
R

Y 
S

T

ROCK ST

PR
OP

OS
ED

 LA
ND

 SW
AP

 W
IT

H 
PE

TE
R 

HA
PP

NY
 FO

R 
SE

W
ER

 LI
NE

 R
EC

ON
FIG

UR
AT

IO
N

P
ro

po
se

d 
A

re
a 

al
re

ad
y 

E
nc

um
be

re
d

by
 a

n 
E

xs
iti

ng
 R

O
W

 to
 th

e 
H

ap
pn

y 
Lo

t b
e

C
on

ve
ye

d 
in

 F
ee

 to
 P

et
er

 H
ap

pn
y

P
ro

po
se

d 
25

' E
as

em
en

t A
re

a 
to

 b
e 

C
on

ve
ye

d
to

 th
e 

C
ity

 o
f P

or
ts

m
ou

th
 fo

r S
ew

er
 L

in
e

E
xi

st
in

g 
P

ar
k 

Fe
nc

e

 A
re

a 
to

 b
e 

C
on

ve
ye

d
 to

 P
et

er
 H

ap
pn

y



1

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH AND THE GUNDALOW COMPANY

This Agreement is entered into between the City of Portsmouth (hereinafter
“City”), with a principal place of business at 1 Junkins Avenue, Portsmouth, 03801 and
The Gundalow Company, a non-profit IRS Section 501(c)(3) corporation (hereinafter
“Company”) with a principal place of business at 60 Marcy Street, Portsmouth NH

WHEREAS, the City owns and operates Prescott Park (hereinafter “the Park”)
located on Marcy Street in the City of Portsmouth; and

WHEREAS, the Company exists to protect the maritime heritage and
environment of the Piscataqua River region through education and programming, which
includes the ownership and operation of one (1) so-called non-commercial gundalow
boat identified as the Piscataqua; and

WHEREAS, the Company desires to operate the Piscataqua for educational and
programming purposes, as a non-commercial vessel, from Prescott Park and the City
desires to facilitate that purpose.

NOW THEN, the City and the Company agree as follows:

DOCKAGE

1. During the term of this Agreement, Company may dock the Piscataqua at
designated facilities in Prescott Park.  The Piscataqua shall be docked at
the existing so-called Sheafe Dock owned by the City of Portsmouth and
located adjacent to the Sheafe Warehouse.

2. Company uses a small work boat and may continue to keep it tied up at
the docking float. No other docking of vessels of any kind is authorized by
this agreement.

ANNUAL LICENSE FEE

3. The Company shall pay an annual license fee to the City on or before July
15, 2017 in the single lump sum amount of $5,500.00.

USE OF DOCK AND QUAY

4. The use of the Sheafe Dock and the quay area as described above shall
be for the docking of the Piscataqua for the purposes described in this
Agreement and for no other purpose.  The permitted purposes are as
follows:
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a. To tie up the Piscataqua.

b. To conduct educational programs onboard the Piscataqua as
approved in advance in writing by the City.  In furtherance of this
provision, the Company shall make a single written request of the
City prior to May 15, 2017.  To the extent that the Company
thereafter desires to add educational programs, the Company shall
secure written approval in advance from the City.

c. The following activities are specifically not permitted in Prescott
Park, on the ramp or float of the so-called Sheafe Dock, in the quay
area, or onboard the Piscataqua:.

i. The staging of theatrical or other events involving amplified
sound or music.

ii. The handling of motor vehicle fuel or the refueling of any
boat.

iii. The sale of any goods or services or except tickets for public
sails.

d. The sale, transport, use, and possession of alcoholic beverages by
the Company and its passengers shall be as follows:

i. Alcoholic beverages may be kept onboard the Piscataqua for
consumption at times when the Piscataqua is not docked at the
Park so long as it is properly secured and locked when not
being served. Beer and wine may be consumed but not sold
onboard the Piscataqua, for a period of twenty (20) minutes
before and twenty (20) minutes after the commencement or the
conclusion of scheduled cruises. Beer and wine are not
permitted to be consumed or sold on the dock. Other than as
provided above, there shall be no sale, transport, use,
possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages in the Park
or on the dock.

USE OF PROPERTY OTHER THAN DOCK AND QUAY

5. With prior written approval of the City Manager, from May 2, 2017 to June
15, 2017 and from September 1, 2017 to October 31, 2017 the Company
is granted a limited right of entry to use the first floor of the Sheafe
Warehouse otherwise used by the New Hampshire Art Association for
following purposes:

i. Education programs for school groups in conjunction with school
group sailing trips;

ii. Mission-related educational programs for adults and families;
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iii. Annual meeting of Gundalow Company members;
iv. Gundalow Company monthly board meetings;
v. Volunteer training;
vi. Educational exhibit with watershed model, touch tanks and

interpretive panels, staffed by trained volunteers and opened to the
public on a regular schedule;

vii. Orientation space for passengers before, after, or in place of a sail
on the Piscataqua.

6. The Company may on a day-to-day basis utilize a small portable table and
umbrella located adjacent to the Sheafe Dock for the purpose of selling
tickets for scheduled sails and no other purpose.  The table shall be
attended at all times and shall not obstruct the passage of pedestrians.
The table and umbrella are to be removed when not in use. Prior to
deployment, the Company shall seek approval of the table and umbrella
assembly from the City Manager.

ADDITIONAL SERVICES TO BE PROVIDED BY CITY

7. The City shall allow the Company the reasonable use of electricity on an
intermittent basis.  The City shall bear the cost of the electricity provided to
the pedestal located at the entrance to the Sheafe Dock.

8. The City shall allow the Company the reasonable use of non-potable
water on an intermittent basis to be provided by means of a water
connection to the Park sprinkler system.  The City shall bear the cost of
the water provided.

TERM

9. This Agreement becomes effective on its completed execution by the
parties and shall remain in full force and effect unless otherwise
terminated until November 1, 2017.

INSURANCE AND FINANCES

10. Company shall maintain at all times during the term of this Agreement
general liability insurance in a coverage amount of at least $2,000,000.00
per occurrence naming the City of Portsmouth as additional insured; a
certificate indicating the existence of such insurance shall be kept on file
at all times in the office of the City Attorney of the City of Portsmouth.

11. Financial Books and records of the Company shall be open for review at
all times by the City upon reasonable notice to the Company.
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12. At any time during the term of this Agreement, on request of the City, the
Company shall provide the City with a full accounting of all income and
expense, including donations, sponsorships, and income of any form
received by the Company for the prior calendar year.

13. On or before October 1, 2017, the Company shall provide the City with
complete annual financial statements reflecting all financial activities of the
Company.

PROPERTY DAMAGE INSURANCE

14. The City shall provide property damage insurance for the Sheafe dock.
The purpose of this insurance will be to protect the City from any property
damage which may be occasioned to the dock.  The Company may, at its
option, secure such other and further insurance as the Company deems
necessary beyond those insurances required by this Agreement.

MISCELLANEOUS

15. The Company shall only conduct private parties onboard the Piscataqua in
accordance with a written private party or charter policy approved in
advance in writing by the City.

16. Neither this Agreement nor any of the authority granted under it shall be
transferrable or assignable in any way by the Company.

17. In the event of a breach of this Agreement by the Company in any manner
which does not create a risk to health or safety, as determined in the sole
discretion of the City, the City shall provide a thirty (30) day opportunity to
cure the breach by the Company.  Subsequent to such a cure period or at
any time following a breach of the Agreement which does create a risk to
health or safety, as determined in the sole discretion of the City, the City
may suspend or terminate this agreement under such terms and
conditions as may be established by the City.

18. This Agreement describes the entire relationship between the City and the
Company.

19. The Company shall have no authority to conduct any activity in Prescott
Park not specifically authorized herein.

20. The Company’s point of contact in all matters related to this agreement
will be the City Manager or his or her designee.
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21. The Company agrees to comply at all times with federal, state and local
law, including any ordinances adopted by the Portsmouth City Council,
reference the existing Park ordinance, Chapter 8, Article II.

22. The Company shall be responsible for all necessary maintenance and
repair of the Sheafe dock.

23. The Company agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the City of
Portsmouth and all its respective agents and employees from any and all
liability arising in any way out of the exercise of rights granted to the
Company under this Agreement.

24. On the termination of this Agreement at any time for any reason, the
Company shall be solely responsible for relocating the Piscataqua
elsewhere from Prescott Park.

25. The Company shall provide the City with an annual inspection report
detailing the seaworthiness of the Piscataqua for the purpose of assuring
that the Gundalow is safe for maritime use and shall not become a burden
on the City by its inability to be removed from the Park.

26. The Company shall ensure all areas of the Park covered under this
agreement are kept in orderly condition at all times.  No trash or storage of
unused materials shall be allowed to accumulate on the site.

SIGNAGE

27.A signage plan shall be submitted to the City Manager within two weeks of
execution of this agreement. The following signs are approvable by the City
Manager in accordance with the following terms:

a. Two signs to be erected on the gangway related to the 2017 Gundalow
programming and schedule.

b. A single A-Frame at Water Street
c. No logos or donor information shall be displayed on the signs; the one

exception may be the Gundalow Company logo.
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GUNDALOW COMPANY

Dated:
Molly Bolster, Executive Director

Dated:
, President

As authorized by the Gundalow Company
Board of Directors on , 2017.

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH

Dated:
John P. Bohenko
City Manager

Approved by vote of the City Council on
, 2017.

h\rps\agr\gundalow\2017 agr
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH AND THE NH ART ASSOCIATION

This Agreement is entered into between the City of Portsmouth (hereinafter
“City”), with a principal place of business at 1 Junkins Avenue Portsmouth, NH  03801
and NH Art Association, a non-profit IRS Section 501(c)(3) corporation (hereinafter
“Association”) with a principal place of business at 136 State Street, Portsmouth NH
03801, under the terms and conditions described below.

WHEREAS, the City owns and operates Prescott Park (hereinafter “the Park”)
located on Marcy Street in the City of Portsmouth; and

WHEREAS, the Association exists to connect visual artists with the public
through ongoing exhibits and educational activities to encourage appreciation for
contemporary culture, foster creativity, and enhance community spirit; and

WHEREAS, the Association desires to utilize the Sheafe Warehouse for arts
programming and educational activities and the City desires to facilitate that purpose.

NOW THEN, the City and the Association agree as follows:

THE SHEAFE WAREHOUSE

1. During the term of this Agreement, the Association is granted a limited
right of entry to use the first floor of the Sheafe Warehouse in Prescott
Park for its annual Art show, related talks, and demonstrations within the
Sheafe Warehouse.

2. The Association is granted a limited right of entry to use outdoor areas in
the vicinity of the Sheafe Warehouse for additional programming
described below.

ANNUAL LICENSE FEE

3. The Association shall pay an annual license fee to the City on or before
July 15, 2017 in the single lump sum amount of $1,500.00.

USE OF SHEAFE WAREHOUSE

4. The Association is granted a limited right of entry to use the first floor of
the Sheafe Warehouse. In furtherance of this provision the Association shall
make a single written request of the City prior to May 15, 2017 with a schedule of
the events for the season.  To the extent that the Association thereafter desires
to add educational programs, the Association shall secure written approval in
advance from the City Manager. The permitted purposes are as follows:
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a. To conduct its annual Art Show and associated art demonstrations
and talks within the Sheafe Warehouse.

b. To hold a single-day, temporary outdoor public art installation.
Final details for the space to be used for these activities as well as
schedule shall be approved in writing by the City Manager.
Activities will not be permitted to interfere with movement of the
public through the Park.

c. To hold pop-up art classes sponsored by the NH Art Association in
areas approved by the City Manager.  Classes shall be offered by
donation only.

d. The sale of paintings associated with the Association’s Art Show.

e. The following activities are specifically not permitted in the Sheafe
Warehouse or other areas used for NH Arts programming

i. The storage of combustible materials.
ii. Smoking or use of open flame.
iii. The staging of theatrical or other events involving amplified

sound or music.
iv. The sale of any goods, services or tickets other than

addressed above.
v. The sale, transport, use, and possession of alcoholic

beverages by the Association is prohibited.

ADDITIONAL SERVICES TO BE PROVIDED BY CITY

5. The City shall allow the Association the reasonable use of electricity on an
intermittent basis.

6. The City shall allow the Association the reasonable use of water provided by
means of a spigot on the Shaw Warehouse in support of its programming.
The City shall bear the cost of the water provided.
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TERM

7. This Agreement becomes effective on its completed execution by the parties
and shall remain in full force and effect unless otherwise terminated until
August 29, 2017.

INSURANCE AND FINANCES

10. Association shall maintain at all times during the term of this Agreement
general liability insurance in a coverage amount of at least $2,000,000.00
per occurrence naming the City of Portsmouth as additional insured; a
certificate indicating the existence of such insurance shall be kept on file
at all times in the office of the City Attorney of the City of Portsmouth.

11. Financial books and records of the Association shall be open for review at
all times by the City upon reasonable notice to the Association.

12. At any time during the term of this Agreement on request of the City, the
Association shall provide the City with a full accounting of all income and
expense, including donations, sponsorships, and income of any form
received by the Association for the prior calendar year.

13. On or before October 1, 2017 the Association shall provide the City with
complete annual financial statements reflecting all financial activities of the
Association.

14. On or before October 1, 2017 the Association shall provide a summary of
the programs offered in Prescott Park under this agreement including a
summary of proceeds of its activities having taken place in the Park for the
2017 season.

PROPERTY DAMAGE INSURANCE

15. The City shall provide property damage insurance for the Sheafe
Warehouse.  The purpose of this insurance will be to protect the City from
any property damage which may be occasioned to the Warehouse.  The
Association may, at its option, secure such other and further insurance as
the Association deems necessary beyond those insurances required by
this Agreement.

MISCELLANEOUS

16. The Association shall submit a security plan, which addresses its plan for
accessing and securing the site at the beginning and end of each day.
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The City makes no representation as to the suitability of the Warehouse
for storage of works of art.

17. Neither this Agreement nor any of the authority granted under it shall be
transferrable or assignable in any way by the Association.

18. In the event of a breach of this Agreement by the Association in any
manner which does not create a risk to health or safety, as determined in
the sole discretion of the City the City shall provide a seven (7) day
opportunity to cure the breach by the Association.  Subsequent to such a
cure period or at any time following a breach of the Agreement which does
create a risk to health or safety, as determined in the sole discretion of the
City, the City may suspend or terminate this agreement under such terms
and conditions as may be established by the City.

19. This Agreement describes the entire relationship between the City and the
Association.

20. The Association shall have no authority to conduct any activity in Prescott
Park not specifically authorized herein.

21. The Association’s point of contact in all matters related to this agreement
will be the City Manager or his or her designee.

22. The Association agrees to comply at all times with federal, state and local
law, including any ordinances adopted by the Portsmouth City Council,
including the existing Park ordinance, Chapter 8, Article II.

23. The Association agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the City of
Portsmouth and all its respective agents and employees from any and all
liability arising in any way out of the exercise of rights granted to the
Association under this Agreement.

24. The Association shall ensure the first floor of the Sheafe Warehouse and
the approved areas for use for additional activities are kept in orderly
condition at all times.  No trash or storage of unused materials shall be
allowed to accumulate on the site.

SIGNAGE

25. A signage plan shall be submitted to the City Manager within two weeks of
execution of this agreement.  The following signs are approvable by the
City Manager in accordance with the following terms:

a. Limited interpretative signage (erected for one day only)
associated with the single-day public art installation.
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b. A sign to be erected on one interior door to the Sheafe
Warehouse related to the Art Show and 2017 NH Art
programming to take place in the Park.

c. A single A-Frame at Water Street
d. No logos or donor information shall be displayed on the

signs; the one exception may be the NH Art Association
logo.

NH ART ASSOCIATION

Dated:
Barbara Albert, President

Dated:
, President

As authorized by the NH Art Association
Board of Directors on , 2017.

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH

Dated:
John P. Bohenko
City Manager

Approved by vote of the City Council on
, 2017.





BOARDING HOUSE 
PERMIT 

 
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 
 

Permit Number: 2017-02 
 

Date: May 2, 2017 
 

BE KNOWN, that Janet L. White-Nay and Paul H. White, 
Trustee, P.O. Box 1325 Portsmouth, NH 03802-1325 is 
licensed to operate a boarding house located at 278 Cabot 
Street within the City of Portsmouth, NH for the following 
number of rooms: 
 

Number of Rooms:  12 
 

The boarding house complies with City Ordinance Chapter 9, 
Article VIII, Sections 9.801 – 9.805 at the date of issuance of 
permit. 
 

 
This permit will expire:  May 2, 2018 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
Kelli L. Barnaby, City Clerk 
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 





 

 

BOARDING HOUSE 
PERMIT 

 
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 
 

Permit Number: 2017-01 
 

Date:  May 2, 2017 
 

BE KNOWN, that G. Edward Gowen, Jr., 355 Great Bay Road 
Greenland, NH 03840 is licensed to operate a boarding house 
located at 350-352 Hanover Street within the City of 
Portsmouth, NH for the following number of rooms: 
 

Number of Rooms:  12 
 

The boarding house complies with City Ordinance Chapter 9, 
Article VIII, Sections 9.801 – 9.805 at the date of issuance of 
permit. 
 
This permit will expire:  May 2, 2018 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
Kelli L. Barnaby, City Clerk 
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 



Green Street area for intermittent use for
deliveries for 233 Vaughan Street.  
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LOCO SportsROAD RACE Route 33 - Greenland Road 4/23/2017  3/ 6/2017
 4/23/2017 LOCO Sports, LLC is the coordinator of this race.

This race is being sponosred by Portsmouth Mercedes-Benz
Start time:  8:00 a.m.

March of DimesWALK Little Harbour Elementary School 5/ 6/2017  7/11/2016
 5/ 6/2017 Jenelle Dolan, Development Specialist is the contact for this event.

Tel. 978-729-5849

Children's Day - Pro PortsmoutEVENTS Pleasant Street - State Street - Market Square 5/ 7/2017  9/ 6/2016
 5/ 7/2017 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.

This event begins at Noon to 4:00 p.m.

American Lung AssociationRIDE Start at Redhook Brewery 5/ 7/2017 10/ 3/2016
 5/ 7/2017 Melissa Walden, Associate of Development is the contact.

This event begins at 7:00 a.m. at Redhook Brewery.

AIDS Reponse SeacoastWALK City Hall Lower Parking Lot 5/ 7/2017  3/20/2017
 5/ 7/2017 Richard Wagner is the contact for this event.

This event begins at 2:00 p.m. and ends at 5:00 p.m.

Music HallFUND Ridges Court 5/13/2017  2/ 6/2017
 5/13/2017 Ridges Court - Street Closure from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for the Music Hall's 26th Annual Kitchen Tour from

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Contact: Ashleigh Tucker Pollock, Special Events Manager & Rental Coordinator 603-766-2202

Susan G. Komen FoundationRACE Strawbery Banke 5/13/2017  8/15/2016
 5/13/2017 Contact: Carolyn Ostrom, NH Community Relations, Specialist - 617-501-2728  costrom@vtnhkomen.org

Ed Harvey, Race Director 603-862-1246 Edmund.Harvey@unh.edu

Education to All ChildrenFUND Portsmouth High School 5/28/2017 12/ 5/2016
 5/28/2017 Lilia-Potter-Schwartz is the contact for this event.

This is a triathlon at begins at Portsmouth High School

Runner's AlleyROAD RACE Redhook Brewery - Pease Tradeport 5/28/2017 12/19/2016
 5/28/2017

Market Square Day - Pro PortsmFESTIVAL Market Square 6/10/2017  9/ 6/2016
 6/10/2017 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.

This event begins at 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Market Square Road Race - ProROAD RACE Starts in Market Square 6/10/2017  9/ 6/2016
 6/10/2017 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.

The road race starts at 9:00 a.m. in Market Square

Big Brothers Big Sisters of NeRACE Pleasant Street 6/17/2017  9/19/2016
 6/17/2017 Rain Date of June 18, 2017
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March of DimesWALK Begins and Ends at Strawbery Bank 6/17/2017  4/ 3/2017
 6/17/2017 Jenelle Dolan, Development Manager is the contact for this event.

This event begins at 8:00 a.m. at Strawbery Bank.

Summer in the Street Music SerMUSIC Market Square - Pleasant Street 6/24/2017  9/ 6/2016
 6/24/2017 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.

This event begins at 5:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Pro Portsmouth - Summer in theMUSIC Pleasant Street 7/ 1/2017  9/ 6/2016
 7/ 1/2017 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.  This is part of the Summer in the Streets series begins at 5:00 p.m. and ends at 

9:30 p.m.

Richard MasonRACE TBD 7/ 4/2017  4/ 3/2017
 7/ 4/2017 Rick Mason is the contact for this event.

This is the Pack & Boots 5K - for Veteran's Count

Pro Portsmouth - Summer in theFESTIVAL Downtown - Pleasant Street 7/ 8/2017  9/ 6/2016
 7/ 8/2017 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.  This event is part of the Summer in Street Series.  It begins at 5:00 to 9:30 p.m.

Portsmouth Professional Fire FFUND Market Square 7/ 8/2017  4/ 3/2017
 7/ 8/2017 Allan Scholtz, Secretary is the contact for this event.

8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. collection

Cystic Fibrosis FoundationBIKE TOUR From Kittery, ME to Route 1B to Rye back to Kitter 7/15/2017 11/21/2016
 7/15/2017 Contact:  Chris Vlangas

1-800-757-0203
Event begins at 7:30 a.m. from Shapleigh Middle School in Kittery.

Pro Portsmouth - Summer in theFESTIVAL Downtown - Pleasant Street - between State Street 7/15/2017  9/ 6/2016
 7/15/2017 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.  This event is part of the Summer in the Streets begins at 5:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

NH Art AssociationART EXH Throughout the City 7/21/2017  1/23/2017
 7/23/2017 Lennie Mullaney is the contact for this event.

This is the annual Wet Paint-out Weekend.
The event takes place throughout greater Portsmouth Artists
register at NHAA.

Pro Portsmouth - Summer in theMUSIC Pleasant Street 7/22/2017  9/ 6/2017
 7/22/2017 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.  This is part of the Summer in the Streets series which begins at 5:00 p.m. and 

ends at 9:30 p.m.

Pro Portsmouth - Summer in theMUSIC Pleasant Street 7/29/2017  9/ 6/2016
 7/29/2017 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.  This event is part of the Summer in the Streets series which begins at 5:00 p.m. 

and ends at 9:30 p.m.
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Gundalow Company - Round IslanBOAT Peirce Island Boat Launch 8/19/2017  3/ 6/2017
 8/19/2017 Thisis the 7th annual Round Island Regatta

Portsmouth Professional Fire FFUND Market Square 8/19/2017  4/ 3/2017
 8/19/2017 Allan Scholtz, Secretary is the contact for this event.

8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. is the time of this event.

National Multiple Sclerosis SoBIKE TOUR Along the Seacoast 8/26/2017  2/ 6/2017
 8/26/2017 Contact: Emily Christian, Logistics Manager - 781-693-5154

St. Charles Children's HomeRACE Pease International Tradeport 9/ 4/2017  4/ 3/2017
 9/ 4/2017 Sister Mary Agnes is the contact for this event.

This event begins at 9:00 a.m.

American Foundation for SuicidWALK Little Harbour School 9/16/2017  3/ 6/2017
 9/16/2017 Ken La Valley, Chair is the contact for this event.

This evening begins at 10:00 a.m. to Noon at Little Harbour School.
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m.

My Brest Cancer SupportRACE Portsmouth Middle School 9/17/2017 12/ 5/2016
 9/17/2017 Jennie Halstead, Executive Director if the contact.

This race begins at 7:30 a.m. with registration
Start of the race:  9:00 a.m.

Portsmouth Maritime Folk FestiFESTIVAL Congress Street, Market Square 9/23/2017  2/ 6/2017
 9/24/2017 Contact: Bruce MacIntyre

This is a two day event - Saturday events starting at 10:00 a.m. and ending at 10:00 p.m.
                                       Sunday events starting at 1:00 p.m. and ending at 5:00 p.m.

Friends of the South EndFUND South End 9/23/2017  4/ 3/2017
 9/24/2017 Caroline Amport Piper is the contact person for this event.

This event is the Fairy House Tours that runs on Saturday, September 23rd and September 24, 2017.
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Granite State Wheelmen, Inc.RIDE Along Route 1A 9/24/2017 11/21/2016
 9/25/2017

Alzheimer's AssociationWALK Little Harbour School 9/24/2017  1/23/2017
 9/24/2017 Kelly Bosco is the contact for this event.

Tel. (603) 606-6590 ext. 2151
kbosco@alz.org

Seacoast Half MarathonRACE Portsmouth High School - Start and Finish11/12/2017  3/20/2017
11/12/2017 Jay Diener is the contact for this event.

This event begins at 8:30 a.m.

Arthritis FoundationRACE Little Harbour School12/10/2017  1/23/2017
12/10/2017 Thomas M. Bringle, Director of Development is the contact for this event.

Tel. (603) 724-6080 or tbringle@arthritis.org





Wednesday, April 26, 2017 
To City Councilors 
From Jim Splaine, resident 
 
At the City Council meeting of May 1st, I have an item on the Agenda:  
 
Options and process by the City Council and by citizen-initiative for adding provisions 
regarding (1), campaign financial disclosure of donations and spending; (2), conflict of 
interest restrictions; and (3), ethical standards for elected and appointed city officials and 
administrators into the City Charter for the November 7, 2017 City Election.   
 
So that everyone will have the same information regarding the schedule and process required for 
placing City Charter amendments onto the November 7th City Election ballot, I ask that we 
receive an update concerning:  
 
1.  What are deadlines for placing City Charter amendments for citizens to vote? 
 
2.  What are the restrictions or limitations concerning the types of issues that may be voted on, 
considering that efforts to put some Charter amendments on the ballot two years ago were 
unsuccessful? 
 
3.  Specifically for City Council-initiated Charter amendments, what is the required schedule and 
process?  
 
4.  Specifically for citizen-initiated Charter amendments, what are the petition requirements and 
deadlines? 
 
So that all citizens will know the requirements and process early enough to plan their efforts, it 
would be useful to have this information prepared for the City Council meeting of Monday, May 
15th.   
 
Thank You. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATE:  April 27, 2017 
 
TO:  Portsmouth City Council Members 
 
FROM: Councilor M. Christine Dwyer 
 
RE: Proposed Addition/Amendment to Current Council rules re:  Public 

Comment and Public Hearings 
              
 
Proposed Addition/Amendment to Current Council rules re:  Public Comment  
 
Residents, business owners and other taxpayers of the City of Portsmouth will speak 
prior to other speakers at public comments, within existing guidelines for public 
comment. 
 
Proposed Addition/Amemdment to Current Rules Re:  Public Hearings 
 
Residents, business owners, and other taxpayers of the City of Portsmouth will follow 
current rules regarding time allotments for speaking at Public Hearing.  Others will be 
limited to 5 minutes for one round of comments.   
 
The Council may vote to waive the time limits, as desired, to hear from content experts, 
legal representatives, and so forth. 

 
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 
PORTSMOUTH, NH 03801 
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ACTION ITEMS 
 

PARKING and TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

8:00 A.M. – April 6, 2017 
City Hall – Eileen Dondero Foley Council Chambers 

 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Brad Lown, Chairman;  

Nancy Colbert Puff, Deputy City Manager; 
Peter Rice, Public Works Director;  
James Heinz, Deputy Fire Chief;  
Frank Warchol, Police Captain;  
Members: Ted Gray, Ronald Cypher, Shari Donnermeyer, 
Mary Lou McElwain 

 
ALSO PRESENT: Eric Eby, Parking and Transportation Engineer 

Juliet Walker, Assistant Planning Director 
  
ABSENT:   Harold Whitehouse, Member 
 
 
Action Items requiring an immediate ordinance during the next Council meeting:   
• Chapter 7, Article I  Parking Meters, Section 7.105: Parking  

     C.  Designated Motorcycle Parking Area 
• Chapter 7, Article V  Bicycle Regulations 
• Chapter 7, Article XVII  Moped Regulations 
 
Temporary Action Items requiring an ordinance during the annual omnibus: 
none 
 
1. Accepted and placed on file the February 2, 2017 meeting minutes. 

 
2. Accepted and placed on file the financial reports dated March 2017 and April 2017. 

 
3. Public Comment: Two Speakers: Arthur Carakatsane, Derek Nadeau 

 
4. (VI.A.) Action Item: Request for stop sign on Cleveland Drive at Arthur Road and 

Taft Road – VOTED to direct staff to report back at a future meeting. 
 

5. (VI.B.) Action Item: Request for Valet Service license on Pleasant Street near Court 
Street – VOTED to direct staff to report back at a future meeting.  
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6. (VI.C.) Action Item: Food truck pilot program, referred from City Council for 
consideration – VOTED to recommend against the adoption of the proposed 
food truck program to the City Council. 

 
Public Speakers: Arthur Carakatsane, Barbara DeStefano, Rick Becksted,             
Pat Bagley, Kevin O’Leary, William Hardy, Judy Miller and Clement Dwyer 

 
7. (VI.D.) Action Item: Parrot Avenue parking lot regulations. – VOTED to direct staff 

to report back on aspects of parking, traffic and safety regarding metering the 
Parrot Avenue parking lot.  
 

8. (VII.A.) Action Item: Report back on Bartlett Street and Thornton Street intersection 
– VOTED to accept staff recommendation to change the section of Thornton 
Street between Woodbury Avenue and Bartlett Street from two-way traffic flow 
to one-way traffic flow. The one-way flow would be from Woodbury Avenue to 
Bartlett Street and remove the STOP signs on Bartlett Street and Thornton 
Street.  
 

9. (VII.B.) Action Item: Report back on proposed bicycle, moped and motorcycle 
ordinances – VOTED to approve the bicycle ordinance, which will bring it into 
conformance with current state laws and local policies, as written. VOTED to 
approve the moped ordinance and motorcycle ordinance as written. 

 
Public Speaker: Marc Stettner 
 

10. Informational: 
V.III.A. Downtown traffic modeling project update: 

Resource Systems Group, Inc. (RSG) was hired to conduct the Downtown 
traffic modeling project. They will be presenting to the Committee once the 
project is complete. 

V.III.B. Middle Street bike lane project update: 
      Juliet Walker reported that she and Eric Eby would be meeting with NHDOT  
      and evening parking counts would be conducted on Middle Street.  

V.III.C. Bike share (Zagster) program update: 
           Juliet Walker provided an overview of the program that will begin May 2017. 

 
11. Public Comment: Three Speakers: Rick Becksted, Pat Bagley and Randal Leach 

 
12. Miscellaneous: 

Quarterly accident report for 12/24/2016 to 03/20/2017. 
 

13. Adjournment – At 9:48 a.m., VOTED to adjourn. 
 

Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Amy Chastain 
Secretary to the Committee 



MEETING MINUTES 
 

PARKING and TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

8:00 A.M. – April 6, 2017 
City Hall – Eileen Dondero Foley Council Chambers 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER: 
 

Chairman Lown called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. 
 

II. ROLL CALL: 
 

Members Present: 
Chairman, Brad Lown 
Deputy City Manager, Nancy Colbert Puff 
Public Works Director, Peter Rice 
Deputy Fire Chief, James Heinz 
Police Captain, Frank Warchol 
Member, Ted Gray 
Member, Ronald Cypher 
Member, Shari Donnermeyer  
Alternate Member, Mary Lou McElwain 
 
Staff Advisors Present: 
Parking and Transportation Engineer, Eric Eby 
Assistant Planning Director, Juliet Walker 
 
Member Absent: 
Member, Harold Whitehouse 
 

 
III. ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES: 
 
Ted Gray motioned to accept the February 2, 2017 meeting minutes. Ron Cypher seconded.  
Motion passed 9-0. 
 
 
IV. FINANCIAL REPORT: 
 
Public Works Director Rice motioned to accept the financial reports dated March 2017 and April 
2017.   Deputy City Manager, Nancy Colbert Puff, seconded.  
Motion passed 9-0. 
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V. PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Arthur Carakatsane asked the Committee to suspend the rules to allow him and others to speak 
to action item VI.C. during Committee discussion.  
 
Public Works Director Rice motioned to suspend the rules to allow for public comment during 
action item VI.C. Ted Gray seconded. Vote 9-0, to suspend rules to allow for public comment. 
 
Derek Nadeau spoke against changing the Parrot Avenue parking lot regulations. He expressed 
concern about how any change would negatively impact downtown residents and hospitality 
industry workers utilizing the lot. 
 
 
VI. NEW BUSINESS: 

 
A. Request for stop sign on Cleveland Drive at Arthur Road and Taft Road. The Committee 
conducted an on-site visit on Tuesday, April 4, 2017. Eric Eby stated a resident at 73 Taft Road 
initiated the action item. The resident complained about vehicles speeding through the 
intersection and the snow banks limiting sight lines. She requested a 3-way or 4-way STOP sign 
at the location. Eric Eby recommended reporting back to the Committee once he has collected 
traffic data, speed data, turning movement counts and reviewed the major movements at the 
intersection. He stated a traffic calming test pilot could be an option if speed was determined to 
be excessive.  
 
Ted Gray inquired about existing traffic counts and vehicle speed data. Eric Eby stated there is 
no existing data. Mary Lou McElwain supported gathering data to analyze safety issues.  
 
Public Works Director Rice motioned to direct staff to report back. Shari Donnermeyer seconded. 
Vote 9-0, to direct staff to report back at a future meeting.  
 
B. Request for Valet Service license on Pleasant Street near Court Street. The Committee 
conducted an on-site visit on Tuesday, April 4, 2017. Shari Donnermeyer inquired about the 
specifics of the requested valet spots. Eric Eby stated in the letter from Northeast Valet, they 
proposed for year-round valet service from Monday through Sunday, beginning 5 p.m. to midnight. 
They requested the last three metered spots closest to Court Street in front of Louie’s Restaurant.  
 
Public Works Director Rice motioned to direct staff to report back at a future meeting. He 
expressed concern about losing three parking spaces and the valet spots being next to each 
other. Shari Donnermeyer seconded. Vote 9-0, to direct staff to report back at a future 
meeting.  
 
C. Food truck pilot program, referred from City Council for consideration. Chairman Lown 
stated this action item was referred by the City Council for a recommendation. Eric Eby presented 
a map of the proposed parking locations for the food trucks. The area included: Hanover St. 
between Market St. and Fleet St., Fleet St. between Hanover St. and Congress St., Haven Court 

http://cityofportsmouth.com/calendar/2017/index.htm


Parking and Traffic Safety Committee Meeting 
April 6, 2017 | Page 3 

 

 
 
 

Parking and Traffic Safety Committee meeting video available at:  
http://cityofportsmouth.com/calendar/2017/index.htm 

 

behind the parking garage, loading zone area on High St., and the two 15-minute parking spaces 
in the Vaughan Mall parking lot. The hours of operations would be 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
  
Deputy City Manager, Nancy Colbert Puff, provided the Committee with background regarding 
this action item. She stated the proposal presented today was presented to the City Council and 
they referred the action item to the PTS Committee for a final recommendation.  
 
Eric Eby stated a benefit of referring it to the PTS Committee is that the action item could be 
executed as a pilot program for a trial period. If the program was successful, an ordinance could 
be adopted. However, it could be easily dismissed if unsuccessful without going through the 
ordinance process.  
 
Ron Cypher spoke against the proposed locations because of nearby residences. Shari 
Donnermeyer spoke to other cities having food trucks in separate areas away from the downtown. 
Mary Lou McElwain spoke against the proposed locations in the downtown and commented on 
concerns regarding noise, health, sanitation issues and trash pollution.  
 
Public Works Director Rice clarified that the role of the Committee was confined to the impacts 
associated with parking. He stated that the operational challenges mentioned by members would 
be policy decisions for the City Council to address with City staff.  
 
Mary Lou McElwain expressed concern that if the Committee approved the recommendation it 
would be reported as though the Committee approved of all aspects of the program. Chairman 
Lown clarified that the Committee would be addressing the loss of downtown parking spaces for 
specific hours on a regular basis for use by the food truck vendors.   
 
The Committee discussed the current parking demands in the proposed areas, and 
recommending that the pilot program be seasonal, if approved.  
 
The Committee voted earlier to suspend the rules to allow for public comment. 
  
Arthur Carakatsane submitted a letter to the Chairman dated March 29, 2017, which outlined the 
concerns of the Harbour Hill Condominium Association, and their opposition to the proposed food 
truck pilot program. He addressed the following: undocumented data about who wanted the 
program, late-night hours of operation, proximity to residences, and to the Hilton Garden Inn, 
culinary alternatives, food trucks becoming a “public nuisance”, traffic, congestion and pedestrian 
safety. He also submitted a letter from Dan Kostick, a resident at the Harbour Hill Condos, stating 
his opposition to the program.  
 
Barbara DeStefano spoke against the proposed food truck pilot program in the downtown. She 
stated she represented the tenants of Portwalk. She commented that the parking spaces 
proposed for the food trucks were consistently occupied during the hours of proposed operations. 
She expressed concern for additional noise and trash.  
 
Rick Becksted commented on food trucks at July 4th festivities. He suggested moving the 
proposed locations further away from downtown and restricting operations to 10 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
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Pat Bagley spoke against the proposed food truck pilot program. She expressed concern about 
the hours of operation, noise and safety issues.  
 
Kevin O’Leary spoke against the proposed food truck pilot program. He agreed with the issues 
expressed by previous speakers and expressed concern about the precedent the program may 
set. 
  
William Hardy submitted a letter to the Chairman dated January 14, 2017, sent to Mayor Blalock 
and City Manager Bohenko supporting a food truck program. Mr. Hardy owns Vagabond Coffee 
Car, a small food truck and a cart. He has been active in the Portland food truck scene. He 
expressed the need to have a full-day program to prove the concept is viable.  
 
Judy Miller spoke against the pilot program and concurred with statements made by other 
residents. She expressed concern that the hours of operation could encourage unwelcomed 
behavior.  
 
Clement Dwyer spoke against the pilot program. He questioned the financial impact of the 
program and who would benefit from it. He spoke against the proposed locations and hours of 
operation. He requested the Committee deny the proposal.  
 
Shari Donnermeyer expressed support for food trucks in general, but opposed the locations and 
agreed that the time limitation (10 p.m. to 2 a.m.) would not support a profit.   
 
Police Captain Warchol spoke to safety concerns about the parking spaces for the pilot program. 
He talked about the flow of pedestrian traffic around the trucks and the tendency for pedestrians 
to stand or walk in the street. He also mentioned that the trucks could delay people leaving the 
City and other safety issues that could occur because of the delay. He stated he could not support 
the pilot program based on safety issues.  
 
Ted Gray spoke against the pilot program due to the hours of operation and safety concerns. He 
motioned to dismiss the food truck pilot program. Ron Cypher seconded. 
 
Public Works Director Rice spoke to the motion. He suggested amending the motion to specifically 
state that the time structure and location needed to be revised and brought back for 
reconsideration. He stated the concept was not bad, but the concerns expressed by residents and 
Committee members should be addressed before moving forward with a pilot program.  
 
Deputy City Manager, Nancy Colbert Puff, clarified that the City has an existing food truck program 
that allows for one truck on State St. and one on Hanover St. The Committee briefly discussed 
the existing program. 
 
Chairman Lown suggested amending the motion to state the Committee recommended against 
the adoption of the proposed food truck program at this time. Ted Gray amended his motion and 
Ron Cypher seconded. Vote 9-0, to recommend against the adoption of the proposed food 
truck program to the City Council. 

http://cityofportsmouth.com/calendar/2017/index.htm


Parking and Traffic Safety Committee Meeting 
April 6, 2017 | Page 5 

 

 
 
 

Parking and Traffic Safety Committee meeting video available at:  
http://cityofportsmouth.com/calendar/2017/index.htm 

 

 
D. Parrot Avenue parking lot regulations. Eric Eby stated the action item was presented to the 
Committee for discussion purposes. The Committee has the authority to change parking lot 
regulations. Currently, the Parrot Avenue lot allows parking up to 72-hours. It is free for the entire 
time period. Enforcement is difficult due to the inability to accurately track vehicles.  
 
Public Works Director Rice stated that the City Council referred the action item to the Committee 
in order to investigate methods to increase turnover. He stated some of the discussion centered 
on reducing the parking time limit to 24-hours, which could create more parking spaces for 
downtown workers and patrons.  
 
Chairman Lown clarified that from his discussion with the City Council, that they wanted the 
Committee to investigate the effects on parking, traffic and safety if meters were installed. He 
stated they would also like an assessment as to what might happen to the Parrot Ave parking 
spaces and the surrounding neighborhood if it was metered. Public Works Director Rice asked if 
the consideration was for the same rates and time limits as elsewhere. Chairman Lown stated the 
inquiry was based on increasing turnover and availability of the spaces for people who need them.  
 
Mary Lou McElwain asked about John Burke’s Downtown Parking Utilization Study and how it 
related to this lot and requested a report back from staff before making a final decision. 
 
Shari Donnermeyer asked for clarification on City Council’s direction.  
 
Mary Lou McElwain motioned to direct staff to report back on aspects of parking, traffic and safety 
regarding metering the Parrot Avenue parking lot. Public Works Director Rice seconded. Vote 9-
0, to direct staff to report back on aspects of parking, traffic and safety regarding metering 
Parrot Avenue parking lot.  
 
 
VII. OLD BUSINESS: 
A. Report back on Bartlett Street and Thornton Street intersection.  Eric Eby stated traffic in 
this area has been a concern for neighborhood residents for some time. He collected traffic count 
data and discovered that 75% of the traffic traveling Bartlett St. turns left onto Thornton St. and 
then right onto Woodbury Ave. 
 
He stated a guardrail was located in front of 358 Thornton St. because vehicles failed to negotiate 
the left turn and would run off the roadway. To try and control vehicle speeds, a 4-way STOP sign 
was installed at the intersection of Bartlett St. and Thornton St., however it has not solved the 
problem. Traffic continues to use Thornton St. as a cut through.  
 
Eric Eby recommended, based on the data collected, changing the section of Thornton St. 
between Woodbury Ave and Bartlett St. from two-way traffic flow to one-way traffic flow. The one-
way flow would be from Woodbury Ave to Bartlett St. He stated the traffic analysis confirmed that 
the intersections could handle the traffic volumes and would improve the safety. Also, he 
discovered that the above-mentioned section of Thornton St. was currently listed as a one-way 
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street in Chapter 7 Ordinances (Article III, Section 7.336). Therefore, an ordinance change would 
not be required if the action item was approved.  
 
Mary Lou McElwain inquired about the median and parking on Thornton St. coming from 
Woodbury Ave. Eric Eby explained that parking would be available on the left side of the median 
and traffic would enter on the right side of the median onto Thornton St. 
 
Ron Cypher asked about the 4-way STOP sign at Bartlett St. and Thornton St. Eric Eby 
recommended the 4-way STOP sign be removed, as it would no longer be warranted with the 
change in traffic flow. He also recommended installing a speed radar sign at Bartlett St. and 
Thornton St. to monitor speed and traffic volumes. 
 
Mary Lou McElwain commented on traffic volumes and speed on Dennett St. Eric Eby stated the 
traffic volumes were low on Dennett St. from Maplewood Ave to Woodbury Ave. He noted that 
Bartlett St. was part of a designated truck route between Route 1 Bypass and Islington St. He 
recommended keeping the current STOP sign configuration on Bartlett St. because of the truck 
route designation.  
 
Public Works Director Rice requested that the Dennett St. intersection be monitored for traffic 
speeds and volumes. 
 
Vote 9-0, to accept staff recommendation to change the section of Thornton Street 
between Woodbury Avenue and Bartlett Street from two-way traffic flow to one-way 
traffic flow. The one-way flow would be from Woodbury Avenue to Bartlett Street and 
remove the STOP signs on Bartlett Street and Thornton Street.  
 
B. Report back on proposed bicycle, moped and motorcycle ordinances.   Eric Eby stated the 
three proposed ordinances were being presented for final approval. The bicycle ordinance 
changes were previously approved by the Committee in 2015, but were never submitted to City 
Council for formal adoption. The question of moped and motorcycle parking was raised and it was 
decided to address all three ordinances together. 
 
The newly proposed motorcycle ordinance identified the first parking space on Pleasant St. at 
Market Square as motorcycle parking. This would occur only between April 1 and November 30. 
The one vehicle space would be restriped to create four or five motorcycle parking spaces. All 
motorcycles would be required to pay the parking meter fees for the hours of enforcement. Eric 
Eby stated the designated motorcycle parking space was part of a test pilot last fall. Video 
observation confirmed that it reserved parking for motorcycles, which would otherwise have to 
compete with vehicles for parking.  
 
The newly proposed moped ordinance allows mopeds to park on sidewalks, like bicycles, as long 
as they have a license plate to clearly identify them as a moped (i.e., motors that are 50 cubic 
centimeters or less) or they display a permit issued by the City of Portsmouth, identifying the 
vehicle as complying with the definition of a moped.  
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The proposed bicycle ordinance changes would bring them into conformance with current state 
laws and local policies.  
 
The Committee discussed motorcycle parking in Market Square, motorcycle noise and parking 
enforcement.  
 
Shari Donnermeyer motioned to suspend the rules to allow for public comment. Vote 8-0, to 
suspend rules to allow for public comment. (Public Works Director Rice was not present for 
voting.) 
 
Marc Stettner spoke to the motorcycle and moped ordinances. He spoke against the fees 
associated with the motorcycle ordinance. He advised the Committee to adopt a program that 
was fair, based on surrounding communities. He recommended changing the language of the 
motorcycle ordinance, stating that motorcycles are subject to free or reduced parking meter fees. 
He also recommended expanding the area beyond the one location at Pleasant St. and Market 
Square. He also recommended noting the New Hampshire Revised Statutes Annotated (RSA) in 
the moped definition section of the ordinance.  
 
Mr. Stettner proposed 2-wheeled vehicles be allowed to park for free in the triangular NO 
PARKING areas at the ends of on-street parking spaces. 
 
Chairman Lown clarified that the Committee does not have jurisdiction to create fees. The Fee 
Committee would be responsible for the authorization of any fees. 
 
Shari Donnermeyer motioned to approve the moped and bicycle ordinances. Deputy City 
Manager, Nancy Colbert Puff, seconded. Vote 8-0, to approve the moped ordinance and 
bicycle ordinance, which will bring it into conformance with current state laws and local 
policies, as written.  
 
Shari Donnermeyer questioned the location of the motorcycle designated parking space and 
suggested it be moved to another location. Chairman Lown stated motorcyclists had historically 
congregated at the location. 
 
Ron Cypher motioned to approve the motorcycle ordinance as written. Deputy City Manager, 
Nancy Colbert Puff, seconded. Vote 8-0, to approve the motorcycle ordinance as written. 
 
 
VIII. INFORMATIONAL: 
 
A. Downtown traffic modeling project update – Eric Eby notified the Committee that a 
consultant had been hired to conduct the downtown traffic modeling project. Resource Systems 
Group, Inc. (RSG) was chosen. They will be presenting to the Committee once the project is 
complete. Eric Eby stated they would be reviewing the impact of changing one-way streets to two-
way streets in the downtown. 
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B. Middle Street bike lane project update – Juliet Walker notified the Committee that she and 
Mr. Eby would be meeting with the NHDOT coordinator to discuss project design issues. She also 
stated evening parking counts would be conducted on Middle St. at the request of residents.  
C. Bike share (Zagster) program update – Juliet Walker provided an overview of the Zagster 
program scheduled to begin in May 2017. She provided the Committee with details regarding 
station locations and capacity. Six stations and 30 bikes would be part of the program. The station 
locations were identified as: Parrot Ave at Junkins Avenue, Market Square in front of North 
Church, Memorial Bridge Lot, Russell St. in front of the Sheraton parking lot, Bridge St. on the 
sidewalk near the parking lot, and Summer St. at Islington St.  

 
 

IX. PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Rick Becksted spoke against the bike share station on Market Square because of congestion and 
proposed it be placed on the sidewalk. He spoke against the one-way traffic flow on Thornton St. 
because of congestion.   
   
Pat Bagley spoke against the bike share station on Market Square. She suggested moving the 
station around the corner for safety, but spoke in favor of the program as a whole. 
 
Randal Leach spoke in favor of the one-way traffic flow on Thornton St. He resides at 358 
Thornton St and observed the traffic problems in the area for many years. He requested semi-
trucks be prohibited on Bartlett St. 
 
Eric Eby addressed the concerns about the Market Square bike share station. He stated the 
station would calm traffic and increase pedestrian safety. 
 
 
X. MISCELLANEOUS: 

 
A.       Quarterly accident report for 12/24/2016 to 03/20/2017. Police Captain Warchol noted there 
was one pedestrian accident in the time period. The driver was issued a citation and no injuries 
were reported.  
 
Mary Lou McElwain requested Josh Pierce, President of the Seacoast Area Bicycle Riders, 
present at the May meeting. The Committee agreed and it will be placed on the May agenda.  
 
Mary Lou McElwain inquired about two bike share locations and thanked Police Captain 
Warchol for the accident report.  
 
XI. ADJOURNMENT – At 9:48 a.m., voted to adjourn. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Amy Chastain 
Secretary of the Committee 
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