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Izak Gilbo

From: Tracy A. Gora
Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 8:18 AM
To: Izak Gilbo
Subject: FW: Proposed Project at 53 Green Street

Hi Izak, see below, it looks like public comment for HDC.  Thanks, Tracy 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Valerie A. French 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 4:16 PM 
To: Tracy A. Gora <tagora@cityofportsmouth.com> 
Subject: FW: Proposed Project at 53 Green Street 
 
Hi Tracy, 
 
This came in on the City website, can you forward this to the HDC members? 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: John Sifonis via FormMail.com [mailto:fp1_fm192@formmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 4:15 PM 
To: Valerie A. French 
Subject: Proposed Project at 53 Green Street 
 
Below is the result of your feedback form.  It was submitted by John Sifonis (jsifonis@tx.rr.com) on Thursday, March 18, 
2021 at 15:14:52 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
 
address: 233 Vaughan Street  
 
comments: Attention members of the Historic District Commissioners: 
We are very excited to be new homeowners at 233 Vaughan Street and are looking forward to relocating to the city in 
May.  We were very attracted to the quality of the city and the surrounding environs and are interested in supporting 
the great work and planning that has directed growth to date.   
In an article on March 16th in the Portland Herald, we were interested to read about the proposed 5‐story mixed‐use 
building planned at 53 Green Street, in close proximity to North Mill Pond and footsteps away from our Vaughn 
property.  I agree with City Councilor Paige Traceâ€™s remarks as well as Karen Bouffard, Dave Adams and Vance 
Lombard of the Historic District Commission regarding the design and mass of the building.  I believe it may be 
appropriate to take a step back and work with Jeff Johnson in a collaborative manner to address the concerns voiced by 
the Commission.  We are hopeful that a reconsidered design might present a structure with less massing and more 
representative of the beauty and history of the city.   
 
 
Engage: Submit 
 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
 
REMOTE_ADDR: 73.241.205.139 
 









RE: 53 Green St         April 13, 2021 

April 14, 2021 Meeting 

 

Dear Chairperson Lombardi  and Members of the Historic District Committee, 

 

Although the 53 Green St design plans show a vast expansion of green rolling up to the edge of North Mill Pond this level 

of artistic license should be clarified.  Drive over to Great Rhythm Brewing at the back of Ricci Lumber on Bartlett St.  

Stand with your back against the building near the outdoor seating area and face the North Mill Pond, that building is 50’ 

from the North Mill Pond. The other artistic clarification needed is all those plants seen on the various decks are NOT 

part of the landscape plan. The owners of the property may choose to put plants on the larger decks. The smaller decks 

will be privately owned, wet towels and bathing suits are more likely what may be seen on them.  I was unable to find 

the proposed lengths and widths of this building in detail; this would be helpful to truly envision it, especially in light of 

how close it is to the water’s edge.  

 

Please take a minute to look at design plan 2.0 (pg 10) it shows the existing building facing the North Mill Pond.  Notice 

the building is a brick rectangle with beautiful arched windows.  Go back two pages (pg 8) to review design plan 1.7.  This 

design plan at least provides the building some character to reflect the water line which it stands next to.  Last meeting 

part of the focus was what this project will look like from Nobel’s Island, Northwest and Market St Ex.  

 

 Looking at design plan 1.7(pg 8) pulling in the two ends which stick out like prison guard towers, even 25’ would help.  

All the upper level floors (white areas) could be a slightly darker color so visually they don’t draw your eye to them, 

which gives the prison tower feel.  A Committee member had suggested green at the last meeting.  All the upper 

windows (white areas) could be arched similar to the original building (plan 2.0 pg 10) and these would visually tie the 

lower garage arches to the upper ends and middle giving it a less massive look.  Finally since it is in a historic area the 

“orange” should be brick-not cheap looking cinderblocks.  These are million dollar condos their look should reflect that.  

 

Landscaping is key to historic buildings. The entire area around the first floor parking is landscaped as required by 

zoning.  Remembering this building is only sitting 50’ from the water’s edge, the entire shoreline should be restored.  

Looking at page 10 (2.0), notice all the trees where now the connection to the path will be, a few bushes along the edge 

and notice the degrading shoreline.  The public greenway will make this area more susceptible to more foot traffic and 

restoration of both the shoreline and the 25’ and 50’ buffer will help to restore it to the grand piece of property it once 

was.  The entire grassy knoll should be filled with clusters of native bushes and shrubs, as was likely there before the 

previous building was built.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

Elizabeth Bratter 

159 McDonough St 

Portsmouth Property Owner 
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