






CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, NH 

APPLICATION FOR RESTORATION OF INVOLUNTARILY MERGED LOTS 

PURSUANT TO RSA 674:39-aa 

Name of Property Owner(s): Jeffrey and Randi Collins 

Mailing Address: 77 Meredith Way Portsmouth, NH 03801 

Telephone Number: c/o Counsel Tim Phoenix 436.0666 

Email Address: c/o Counsel tphoenix@hpgrlaw.com 

Street Location of Parcels Affected by the Requested Restoration: 

77 Meredith Way 

Properties Requested to be Restored (attach additional sheet if needed): 

Parcel 1 

Current Deed Reference: Book 627 4 Page 1666 Date Recorded ____ _ 

Tax Map ___ _ Lot Number ___ _ 

Parcel 2 

Current Deed Reference: Book __ Page __ Date Recorded ____ _ 

Tax Map ___ _ Lot Number ___ _ 

Parcel 3 

Current Deed Reference: Book __ Page __ Date Recorded ____ _ 

Tax Map ___ _ Lot Number 
----

Please state when you believe the involuntary merger took place: 

Please see attached letter. 

Signature(s) of Property Owner(s): 

J)} /Jl
___, /,/) . L tJ!t/.NS ' l<J

s;gnat"'e:
c?Jl

J�ame Vlf'J'/'l/Jf/. Date � 

Signature: �-� Name: RaNfJl Cal lf\.L)__Date: /o/fl;z,/ 
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Monica Kieser

From: Jeff Collins <jeffreycollins@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, October 8, 2021 5:33 AM
To: Monica Kieser; Tim Phoenix
Cc: Randi Collins
Subject: Authorization

To whom it may concern, 

We authorize Hoefle, Phoenix, Gormley & Roberts, PLLC to execute all applications before the City 
of Portsmouth Council and Land Use Boards and to take any and all actions necessary throughout 
the application and permitting process related to our property at 77 Meredith Way (Tax Map 162, 
16) including but not limited to attendance and presentation at public hearings.

Jeff and Randi Collins 

Jeff Collins 
c. 774.278.8676
w. 603.435.3900 x100

EXHIBIT B

MKieser
Highlight



C

A

T

E

 

S

T

R

E

E

T

M

A

N

O

R

 

D

R

.

M

O

N

T

E

I

T

H

 

S

T

.

S

P

A

R

H

A

W

K

 

S

T

.

B

U

R

K

I

T

T

 

S

T

.

S

T

A

R

K

 

S

T

.

C

L

I

N

T

O

N

 

S

T

.

P

I

N

E

 

S

T

.

M

E

R

E

D

I

T

H

 

W

A

Y

T

H

O

R

N

T

O

N

 

S

T

.

S

T

A

R

K

 

S

T

.

D

E

N

N

E

T

T

 

S

T

.

W

H

I

P

P

L

E

 

S

T

.

B

A

R

T

L

E

T

T

 

S

T

.

W

O

O

D

B

U

R

Y

 

A

V

E

.

LOCUS

N
O

R
T

H
 M

IL
L 

PO
N

D

M

O

R

N

I

N

G

S

T

.

MEREDITH WAY

MAP 162 LOT 15

N/F

DAVID J. & JENNIFER M. CHAPNICK

97 MEREDITH WAY

PORTSMOUTH, NH 03801

RCRD BK.#5267 PG.413

MAP 162 LOT 16

MAP 162 LOT 17

N/F

JEFFREY P. BARTOLINI

& ABIGAIL R. ROEMER

55 PINE STREET

PORTSMOUTH, NH 03801

RCRD BK.#6274 PG.1684

MAP 162 LOT 2

N/F

JEFFREY P. BARTOLINI

& ABIGAIL R. ROEMER

55 PINE STREET

PORTSMOUTH, NH 03801

RCRD BK.#6274 PG.1684

MAP 162 LOT 3

N/F

SARAH B. CORNELL

& SUSAN A. CURRY

275 THORNTON STREET

PORTSMOUTH, NH 03801

RCRD BK.#5720 PG.204

MAP 162 LOT 4

N/F

GIULLIANO & LISA RODRIGUEZ

295 THORNTON STREET

PORTSMOUTH, NH 03801

RCRD BK.#6286 PG.1195

LEGEND:
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NOTES:

EXISTING CONDITIONS PLAN

77 MEREDITH WAY

PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE

COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM

RANDI & JEFF COLLINS

PLAN REFERENCES:

Seacoast Division

2021-10-20
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Tax Map
Portsmouth, New Hampshire

2020

  This map is for assessment purposes only.  It
is not intended for legal description or conveyance.
 Parcels are mapped as of April 1.
  Building footprints are 2006 data and may not
represent current structures.
 Streets appearing on this map may be paper
(unbuilt) streets.
  Lot numbers take precedence over address
numbers.  Address numbers shown on this map
may not  represent posted or legal addresses.
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RETURN TO: 

Stewart Title Company - New Hampshire 
110 Corporate Drive, Suite 1 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 

WARRANTY DEED 

LCHIP ROA561516 
TRANSFER TAX RO105780 
RECORDING 
SURCHARGE 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS THAT INJe Karen L. Dufour, a single person, of 77 Meredith 
Way, Portsmouth, NH 03801, for consideration paid, grant(s) to Randi Collins and Jeff Collins, a married 
couple, of 55 Pine Street, Portsmouth, NH 03801, as joint tenants, with WARRANTY COVENANTS, the 
following described premises: 

A certain lot of land, together with the buildings thereon, situated in the City of Portsmouth, County of 
Rockingham and State of New Hampshire, being further bounded and described as follows: 

Southerly by Pine Street; 

Easteriy by land now or formerly of Carroll Shershun; 

Northerly by land now or formerly of Martin J. Early, Margaret Tebbetts, Douglas Arey and Carol Arey; 
and 

Westerly by land now or formerly of Laurence Robbins and Bella Robbins. 

Said property being further described by instrument recorded in the Rockingham County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 2916, Page 2173. 

INJe the grantor(s) hereby release all rights of homestead and any other interests therein in and to the 
above described premises. 

Reference is made to title vested in Karen L. Dufour by virtue of a Warranty Deed from Charies B. Doleac 
dated March 23, 1992 and recorded in the Rockingham County Registry of Deeds in Book 2916, Page 
2173. 

EXECUTED this 4th day of May, 2021. 

t'..... .. '-6, �� Karen L. Dufour 
• • 

25.00 
8,850.00 

14.00 
2.00 

File No.: 1190419 
Warranty Deed 
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State of New Hampshire 
County of Rockingham 

Book:6274 Page:1667 

On this 4th day of May, 2021, personally appeared, before me, the above named Karen L. Dufour, known 
to me or satisfactorily proven to be the person(s) whose name(s) is/are subscribed to the foregoing 
instrument, and acknowledged that he/she/they executed the same as his/her/their free act and deed. 

Jud�Publ� � 
Print Name: ""51-er,haat..P (lT\. pson ,,,,11111111111,,,,, 

--- - �,,,, �e M . .,.,_,,,,,,. My commission expires: &, . 19. a,oa.+ �$-"��··•·:;.e··••:,!oJ� 
S'�.•·��11-• O,c,•,;�

File No.: 1190419 
Warranty Deed 

�q, .. -MY- '". ,; 
l/E ! COMMISSION \ti 
:

en
: EXPIRES :z: 

:: : JUNE 19, : E 
;. -;_ � 2024 b. : §
� • '\'J ,i;Y• ' � • .... :ti,. <l.'""··· i 

� A.•, ,.,AM'Ps� •• ·r. � ...... ��o·· ,., .. '"" � ,., ?-;• .... .:.::i9.v" "-:< 
,,,,,,,.,,RY yu�,,,, ... 

1111111111\\1\\\\ 
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To:  Dexter Legg, Chair Planning Board 

Cc:  Karen S. Conard, City Manager  

From:  Rosann Lentz, City Assessor  Rosann Lentz 

Date:  January 3, 2022 

RE: City Council Referral- Request of Restoration of Involuntarily Merged Lots to pre-merger status 
at 77 Meredith Way 

 
 
At its meeting on November 15, 2021, the City Council considered a request from R. Timothy Phoenix and 
Monic F. Keiser, on behalf of their client property owners Jeff and Rand Collins, requesting the restoration of 
involuntarily merged lots at 77 Meredith Way Map 162 Lot 16 to their pre-merger status pursuant to NH RSA 
674:39-aa.  The Council voted to refer to the Planning Board and Assessor for report back. 
 
Description 
Current assessment records identify the parcel as having .52 acres with a 2 bedroom 1 bath single family 
dwelling built around 1870 located on the parcel.  Older assessment records dating back to the 50’s identified 
the parcels as Tax Map 89 Lot 45. 
 
History 
Deeds:  According to the deeds researched back to 1853 in the chain of title, this above property was 
described as one parcel of land.  Deeds in the chain of title dated between June 14, 1919 through October 25, 
1878 describe one parcel of land with metes and bounds not referencing a plan or identify separate lots in any 
meaning or intending to convey statement.    
  
Property Assessment Records: 
1950’s assessment records indicate 15,000 sqft lot identified as Map 89 Lot 45.  Later assessment records 
identify one lot with 22,500 sqft. 
 
Court Decisions 
Upon review of various New Hampshire court decisions concerning the denial of restorations of lots, the courts 
have held that the conveyance of multiple lots in a single deed does not, standing alone, support a voluntary 
merger Roberts v. Town of Windham, 165 N.H. 186,192 (2013).   
 
Summary 
The description of the parcel of land within the chain of title does not refer to the conveyance of multiple lots 
as discussed in the above court decision.  These deeds describe a single parcel of land with a metes and 
bounds description and no reference to other lots or a subdivision within the conveyance.  Taking the above 
into consideration the request for restoration does not meet the requirements of RSA 674:39-aa.     
 
   

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 
______________________Assessors Office_____ 

Municipal Complex 
1 Junkins Avenue 

Portsmouth, New Hampshire 03801 
       Tel: (603) 610-7249 – Fax: (603) 427-1579 

 



 
 

      
 
To:  Dexter Legg, Chair Planning Board 

Cc:  Karen S. Conard, City Manager  

From:  Rosann Lentz, City Assessor  Rosann Lentz 

Date:  January 19, 2022 

RE: City Council Referral- Request of Restoration of Involuntarily Merged Lots to Pre-Merger Status 
at 77 Meredith Way – Additional Review 

 
 
Please accept this memo as additional information and further explanation of my prior review on the request for 
the Restoration of Involuntarily Merged Lots on the above referenced property. 
 

1. The original conveyance of the subject property going back to 1878 does not describe 3 lots within the 
“meaning and intending to convey” area of the deed nor does it reference a plan.  In the Roberts v. 
Town of Windham appeal, lots within the current deed or prior deeds were identified individually or 
referred back to in a prior conveyance.    
 

2. The location of the dwelling depicted on Exhibit C of the taxpayer’s request shows the dwelling falling 
at the end of Meredith Way.  The two remaining lots do not front the paved/developed part of Meredith 
Way. Thus the redevelopment of West Park Street (Depicted in Exhibit D submitted by the Collins’s) to 
Meredith Way reasonably supports that 77 Meredith Way is as a single lot.    
 

3. A meeting held with Attorney Sullivan supports my findings that 77 Meredith Way does not meet the 
requirements RSA 674:39-aa. 

  
 

 
  

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 
______________________Assessors Office_____ 

Municipal Complex 
1 Junkins Avenue 

Portsmouth, New Hampshire 03801 
       Tel: (603) 610-7249 – Fax: (603) 427-1579 

 











 
 

      
 
To:  City of Portsmouth Planning Board 

Cc:  Karen S. Conard, City Manager  

From:  Rosann Lentz, City Assessor, Rosann Lentz 

Date:  January 20, 2022 

RE: City Council Referral- Request of Restoration of Involuntarily Merged Lots to pre-merger status 
at 135 Thaxter Road – RIML-21-2 

 
 
In response to Monica F. Keiser letter dated January 20, 2022.  RSA 674:39-aa II states “Lots or 
parcels that were involuntarily merged prior to September 18, 2010 by a city, town, county, village 
district, or any other municipality, shall at the request of the owner, be restored to their premerger 
status and all zoning and tax maps shall be updated to identify the premerger boundaries of said lots 
or parcels as recorded at the appropriate registry of deeds,”.  Ms. Keiser is requesting to unmerge 
based on tax billing and tax maps.  This request differs from the subdivision provided to show the 
property’s pre-merger status.     
 
Tax bills and tax maps are not legal representations of a property. Deeds, mortgages, and other land 
documents that are typically recorded at the registry of deeds identify the legal description of the 
boundaries of lots or parcels. If the City of Portsmouth Planning Board chooses to recommend the 
unmerging of 77 Meredith Way, it would be three lots not two.       

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 
______________________Assessors Office_____ 

Municipal Complex 
1 Junkins Avenue 

Portsmouth, New Hampshire 03801 
       Tel: (603) 610-7249 – Fax: (603) 427-1579 

 

















Daily Precipitation in October 2021 in Portsmouth 
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Liquid-Equivalent Precipitation on Saturday, October 30, 2021 in Portsmouth 
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