
Derek R. Durbin, Esq.  
603.287.4764 

derek@durbinlawoffices.com 

BY:  EMAIL & HAND DELIVERY 

July 16, 2024 

City Council 

City of Portsmouth 

1 Junkins Avenue 

Portsmouth, NH 03801 

RE: Release of Interest in Portion of Longmeadow Lane 

Dear Mayor McEachern and City Councilors, 

Please accept the following request from Jeannette McMaster, owner of property located 

at 86 Farm Lane, Tax Map 236, Lot 74, for the City to release any interest it may have in in a 

portion of the paper street now or formerly known as Longmeadow Lane running adjacent to her 

property.  Exhibit A.   It is my legal opinion that Janet already owns to the centerline of the 

paper street abutting her property and that the City does not have any interest in that land by 

virtue of it never expressly or impliedly accepted pursuant to RSA 231:51.   

Notwithstanding, Janet wishes to remove any doubt concerning her ownership of the land in 

question and seeks a Release Deed from the City for clarity of title.   

The street known as Longmeadow Lane was first shown on a subdivision plan recorded in 

the Registry of Deeds at Plan #02160 in 1954.  Exhibit B. Following this, a portion of the street 

was constructed and paved from Woodlawn Circle to the “Betty’s Dream” property located at 75 

Longmeadow Lane, Tax Map 236, Lot 76.  See Exhibit A.  The remainder of the street shown on 

the 1954 Plan was never constructed or paved nor was it utilized for any other municipal purpose.  

To the contrary, much of it is wooded or consists of yard area for the abutting properties, including 

the properties at 86 Farm Lane (236-74), 88 Farm Lane (236-75), 200 Spaulding Turnpike (237-

56 & 236-73).  Exhibit C.  

My client’s family has owned the property at 86 Farm Lane for several decades and has 

never witnessed anyone from the public use the paper street for access.  Jeannette has personally 

owned the property since 2013 but has lived for much of her life.  Exhibit D.  The easterly 

section of the paper street abutting 86 Farm Lane is fenced in and integrated with the McMaster 

family’s back yard and has been this way for as long as Janet can remember.  See Exhibit C.   

The same can be said for the westerly section of the paper street abutting 88 Farm Lane, as it 

applies to that property.  The attached photographs depict portions of 86 and 88 Farm Lane from 

different vantage points.  Exhibit E. 

Jeannette is respectfully requesting that the City formally release any interest it may still 

have in an approximately 25’ wide portion of the paper street directly abutting 86 Farm Lane 

to the west.  The area of the paper street that she is asking the City to release is depicted 

on the conceptual plan attached hereto as Exhibit F. Please note that the attached plan was 

created as part 
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of a concept development plan for Janet’s property but is part of any pending land use board 

application filed with the City.   

It is my understanding the City Legal Department has done extensive research pertaining 

to the paper street.  It is important to point out that City Attorney, Robert Sullivan, had previously 

determined in a written opinion that any rights it had in the paper street had lapsed by operation of 

law.  Exhibit G.   Given this, it is our hope that the City Council will expedite this request without 

referring the matter to the Planning Board for an initial review and recommendation. 

 I appreciate the Council’s consideration of this request and would be happy to provide any 

additional information or answer any questions it has in connection with this request. 

Sincerely, 

Derek R. Durbin, Esq. 
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Property Information
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Owner CHINBURG DEVELOPMENT LLC
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Front View from Farm Lane (South Elevation View) 

EXHIBIT E



 

Front View from Farm Lane (South Elevation View) 



 

View of Rear Yard from South 

(showing portion of paper street formerly known as Longmeadow Lane) 



 

Alternate View of Rear Yard from South 

(showing paper street formerly known as Longmeadow Lane) 



 

View of Rear Yard from West 
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