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Renovations and additions to the structure on Map 0116 Lot 30, with address 
134 Pleasant Street.  The banking area of the building will be partially 
redistributed to the new addition. The second floor of the existing building,will 
be repurposed from office use to Co-living residential use. The second floor of 
the new addition will also be Co-living use. The basement will be repurposed 
from storage, to become an underground parking garage. 

Add two stair and elevator additions.
Add a new two-story building addition to the east of existing building.
Relocate some of the parking spaces to the new underground parking 
garage, accessed by a ramp on rear (west) side of building; create more 
landscaped greenspace and pocket park.
Relocate the existing drive through from the east elevation to the south 
elevation, this replaces the covered walkway structure.
Reclad the gray granite veneer with white granite veneer.
Replace the existing windows and storefronts, add new windows for the 
residential units at second floor.
Replace the membrane covered roof pyramid with a glass canopy penthouse 
porch at roof deck.
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The Rev. Samuel Langdon house was built in 1747 by Hopestill Cheswill, a 
reknowned master carpenter (who also built the John Langdon and Thomas 
Thompson Houses across the street).  Samuel Langdon was born in Boston in 
1722. At age 23 he officiated as an army chaplain at the first seige of Louisburg . 
In 1747 he hired Cheswill to built his gambrel house on Pleasant Street in 
Portsmouth. He resided there as minister of the Congregational Church (North 
Church).  In 1774 Samuel Langdon was chosen president of Harvard College and 
resigned his Portsmouth ministry. After his death, his house passed through 
various decendents, including the Pickering and Goddard families; and was 
eventually bequeathed to the universalist church, being known as the Parsonage 
of the Universalist Church.

The Universalist Society was incorporated in 1793. The original wooden church 
was erected in 1807, its bell was cast by Paul Revere .  In March, 1896 , the 
church was destroyed by fire - fortunately the bell was preserved .The 
conflagration threatened to devastate the whole of Pleasant street with its 
invaluable houses. 

The church was rebuilt in brick in 1897 in a neo-romanesque style.  In 1945, the 
Universalist Church formed a federation with the nearby Unitarian Church (known 
as the South Church) on State Street. The following year, the two congregations 
worshiped under the same roof while maintaining separate historical identifies of 
each parish. However in January 1947 the Universalist church burned again.  As a 
direct result of the fire, the Unitarian-Universalist Church of Portsmouth, NH 
formed merging both churches. In 1951, the Universalist-Unitarian Church sold 
the old church lot and the Langdon Parsonage house to First National Stores, Inc.  
Upon great public outcry against proposed plans to demolish the parsonage 
house, it was sold, dismantled  and moved to Old Sturbridge Village in 1952.

SAMUEL LANGDON HOUSE

UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 1897-1947

UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 1808
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First National Stores, Inc.   purchased and merged the Universalist 
Church's two lots in 1952: the empty lot of the burned church, and the 
parsonage house lot. They also purchased a vacant lot behind these two lots 
from the City of Portsmouth and merged it with the other two lots, creating 
one lot large enough to support a modern grocery store with parking lot.

First National Stores, Incorporated was formed in April 1925 as a merger of 
three New England grocers; the John. T. Connor Company, Ginter Company 
and O'Keefe's, Incorporated. The Economy Grocery Company {Connecticut} 
was acquired in 1929. The Nicholson-Thackray Company {Rhode Island}, 
Davey Brothers Company {Connecticut} and Modern Grocery Company 
{also of Connecticut}, were bought during 1929, as well. With these mergers, 
First National Stores operated 2,002 units. They developed a prototype 
architectural design in the 1950's, with large storefront windows, and a 
decorative trellis banding along the wide flat roof.  This style was replicated 
across the nation and became a basis of design for the mid-century 
supermarket chain. First National's "private label" merchandise underwent a 
massive re-labeling program during 1968, with new "Finast" branding used.

In 1978, Pic-N-Pay acquired First National Stores. In 1982, they sold the 
Pleasant Ave property to Portsmouth Trust Bank, preferring to focus on their 
existing Pic-N-Pay store on Islington Street.   At this time the building 
underwent a major remodel, recladding the stone with brick and granite, and 
adding large canopies to the east and south. Porstmouth Trust sold to sold 
to First NH Bank, who later sold to Citizens Bank.  In 1998 it was purchased 
by a private landowner, and then was sold in 2023 to the current owner & 
applicant (Double MC, LLC).
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 1" = 40'-0"1 SECTION THROUGH PLEASANT STREET (EAST ELEVATION)

 1" = 40'-0"3 SOUTH SITE SECTION

 1" = 40'-0"2 SECTION THROUGH JOHN LANGDON PROPERTY (EAST ELEVATION BEYOND)
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 1/16" = 1'-0"1 NORTH ELEVATION

 1/16" = 1'-0"2 WEST ELEVATION
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1.  VIEW FROM PLEASANT STREET AT JUNKINS AVENUE

2. VIEW FROM JUNKINS AVENUE AT CITY HALL
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1. VIEW FROM PLEASANT STREET AT TREADWELL HOUSE
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1. VIEW FROM PLEASANT STREET

2.  VIEW FROM JUNKINS AVENUE
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1.  VIEW FROM SOUTH MILL POND PARKING LOT
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