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Meeting: Historic District Commission 
Date: August 6, 2025 
RE: 134 Pleasant St 
 
 
Dear Members of the Historic District Commission,          August 3, 2025 
 
The old Citizen’s Bank has been an eye sore since it was built. This is a chance to put something that actually reflects the historic homes across the 
street and next to this property and has some grace to it. This is not even close to that.  
 

 
 
The presented building is nice BUT it reads like a State Police Barracks along our HIghways. There are currently state rest area buildings and state 
liquor stores that have a more of a historic look and character than the presented structure. There is a lot of room for improvement.  
   Yes, it is next to the 1960’s style Court House. Yes, it is a bank. What is important is to notice how it abuts  historic houses next store. It is across 
the street from a beautifully restored home at 143 Pleasant St. It is down the street from the just restored and carefully added on to old Elks building.  
Who would want to look at this all day from their living room window.  This building is missing warmth in color, texture and design. The front windows 
could be a double hung or even a paned style to present a welcoming institution and to tie into the abutting buildings. The pillars along the side 
could be rounded or be covered in a beautiful faux or real  wood next to some traditional red brick.  
   The secondary part of this building will face the South Mill Pond and the beautiful homes on  Rockland, Kent and Sherburne Ave. Please be aware 
it should NOT be lit at night. The second part of the building reads more like an entrance to a police station. It's the windows, the metal,  just 
rectangles and straight lines. It might use some clapboard, shakes, scallops and put some arches to match the door on 143. Please send them back 



to the drawing board. Even banks should have exterior character, warmth and style, especially in a Historic District surrounded by historic and 
beautifully restored homes.  
 
134 Pleasant St. 

 
 
Portsmouth Police Department 
 

 
 
Sincerely, 
Elizabeth Bratter 
159 McDonough St, Property Owner 
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