Meeting: Planning Board
Date: March 20, 2025
Re: Coliving Ordinances

Dear Members of the Planning Board, March 17, 2025

Just a few things to consider.

When the parking was discussed it was stated that co-living units could have up to 2 people in each one,
therefore the parking could be based on the number of people/residents, not that number of coliving units.
Instead of 1 parking space per 4 units. It could state 1 parking space per 4 residents. Otherwise there could be
up to 8 people living in a pod with only 1 parking space, not likely a good scenario for the already existing
parking issues for the City of Portsmouth.

The other thing that was discussed in great length was how the common areas could be used. Most seemed
to agree a common area could have basic kitchen facilities. Looking at 10.815.29 or the other ordinances,
there doesn’t seem to be any details on the common areas. This could create a long term hotel type feel to
co-living, if the common areas do not include actual shared cooking facilities which are monitored by the
“manager” for cleanliness and safety. It could also encourage hot plates and other small cooking appliances to
be used in the rooms, as often happens in dorm rooms.

Some unanswered questions that loom are: Can co-living units be used as a long term hostile for transients.
No provisions seem to cover that. Finally what happens if these fail, will they be allowed to be converted into
hotel rooms with no parking or will they be mandated to be turned into apartments of various sizes which will
also have no or very little parking?

Thank you for your consideration of these thoughts.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Bratter
159 McDonough St
Property Owner



