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The South Meeting House is proposed for a change of use, 
from a TV media studio to become the new home of 
Portsmouth Music and Arts (PMAC) Visual Arts School.  
This building is zoned Municipal, and is owned by the City 
of Portsmouth.  A long term lease is proposed to 
accomodate the Schleyer Foundation and their subtenant 
PMAC. As part of the lease agreement, the tenant will 
repair and rehabilitate the existing structure. The interior will 
be renovated to include art classrooms, an art gallery, and 
administrative space.  The building will be made 
handicapped accessible and compliant with Life Safety and 
Building Codes.  Mechanical, electrical and plumbing 
systems will be brought up to code. The building envelope 
will be repaired, restored and weatherproofed.  A meeting 
with TAC on 2/10/26 was met with their approval to 
proceed, with stipulation that power supply to building 
cannot be increased.  Specific modifications to the exterior 
include the following:

1. Replace circa 1983 south side ramp with new extended 
ramp, for accessibility to front entrance.  

2. Replace south side circa 1983 door with double hung 
wood window and storm window to match existing historic 
conditions.

3. Replace front double doors with a single hinged door and 
fixed side panel, to provide handicapped accessibility.

4. Replace weathered wood picket railings at front entrance, 
with wrought iron handrails.

5. Rebuild wood deck in front of center entry portico so it is 
level with adjacent sidewalk, for accessibility. 

6. Install low-profile low-glare solar panels on south roof, to 
supplement power needed for accessibility lift and HVAC as 
required for change of use to an art school. 
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REPAIR & REPOINT CHIMNEY AS REQUIRED

EXISTING ROOFING & FLASHING; 
REPAIR AS REQUIRED

NEW SOLAR PANELS, LOW-
PROFILE, BLACK FINISH

EXISTING CUPOLA

EXISTING CAST IRON SNOW GUARDS

EXISTING CAST IRON SNOW GUARDS
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REMOVE RAMP

REMOVE STEPSAND RAIL

REMOVE STEps AND RAIL

REMOVE HANDRAIL

REMOVE FRONT DOUBLE DOORS
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NEW RAMP WITH 
METAL HANDRAIL 
AND GRANITE 
FACING TO MATCH 
EXISTING 
FOUNDATIONS

NEW METAL 
HANDRAILS

NEW ACCESSIBLE 
FRONT DOOR 
AND SIDELITE

REPAIR AND REPAINT 
WOOD SIDING AND 
TRIM

REPAIR, REGLAZE, 
WEATHERSTRIP ALL 
SASHES AND FRAMES; 
REPAIR STORM 
WINDOWS AS 
REQUIRED
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REBUILD EXISTING STEPS, IN KIND
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REMOVE WOOD PICKET RAILINGS
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NEW WROUGHT IRON HANDRAILS

REPAIR/REPLACE FLASHING & 
ROOFING AS REQUIRED

REPAIR AND REPAINT 
WOOD SIDING AND 
TRIM

REPAIR, REGLAZE, WEATHERSTRIP ALL 
SASHES AND FRAMES; REPAIR STORM 
WINDOWS AS REQUIRED

EXISTING CAST IRON SNOW GUARD 
TO REMAIN 

RELEVEL, RESET EXISTING NORTH STEPS (IN KIND)
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REMOVE RAMP
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NEW RAMP AND HANDRAIL BEYOND

REPAIR/REPLACE FLASHING & 
ROOFING AS REQUIRED

REPAIR AND REPAINT 
WOOD SIDING AND 
TRIM

REPAIR, REGLAZE, 
WEATHERSTRIP ALL SASHES 
AND FRAMES; REPAIR STORM 
WINDOWS AS REQUIRED
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REMOVE DOOR

REMOVE RAMP AND RAILING

REMOVE STEPS AND RAILINGS
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NEW RAMP, CONCRETE WITH 
GRANITE VENEER TO MATCH 
EXISTING FOUNDATIONS

NEW WINDOW IN EXISTING OPENING, TO 
MATCH EXISTING. PATCH/INFILL WALL 
BELOW WINDOW TO MATCH EXISTING.

NEW WROUGHT IRON HANDRAILS

REPAIR/REPLACE FLASHING & 
ROOFING AS REQUIRED

REPAIR AND REPAINT ALL WOOD 
SIDING AND TRIM

REPAIR, REGLAZE, WEATHERSTRIP ALL 
SASHES AND FRAMES; REPAIR STORM 
WINDOWS AS REQUIRED

NEW SOLAR PANELS, LOW 
PROFILE, MATTE FINISH

EXISTING CAST IRON SNOW 
GUARDS TO REMAIN 

GRANITE VENEER BASE, TO 
MATCH EXISTING FOUNDATIONS
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5 VIEW FROM PLEASANT AND MANNING STREET
1 VIEW FROM SOUTHEAST CORNER 2 VIEW FROM SOUTHWEST CORNER
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NEW 42" SINGLE HINGED DOOR: 
TRUSTILE WOOD RAISED PANEL, 
PAINTED

NEW FIXED SIDE PANEL, TRUSTILE 
WOOD RAISED PANEL, PAINTED
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