ALBACORE PARK

National Historic Landmark site

569 Submarine Way, Portsmouth, NH 03801
603-436-3680 |www.ussalbacore.org

October 17, 2025

Mayor Deaglan McEachern
City of Portsmouth

1 Junkins Avenue
Portsmouth, NH 03801

Dear Mayor McEachern,

The Portsmouth Submarine and Maritime Association (PSMA), also known as Albacore Park,

respectfully submits this request for a zoning change for the property located at 569 Submarine Way,
Portsmouth, NH.

PSMA is a nonprofit organization established in 1981 and dedicated to preserving and interpreting the
naval and maritime heritage of the Portsmouth region. We are proud stewards of the historic research
submarine USS ALBACORE (AGSS-569)—a pioneering vessel that played a vital role in advancing
modern submarine design.

As caretakers of the USS 4lbacore, PSMA oversees the management, maintenance, and public display
of the submarine, its visitor center, museum, and the surrounding park grounds. Our mission is to
honor the legacy of the United States Submarine Force, educate the public on local shipbuilding and
naval history, and inspire future generations through engaging learning experiences.

Beyond our preservation work, Albacore Park serves as a hub for community and educational
engagement. We host events honoring veterans and active-duty personnel, provide space for military
ceremonies and reenactments, and offer maritime- and STEM-focused programs that enrich the
public’s understanding of naval innovation and service.

Looking ahead, PSMA has developed plans to expand and enhance the visitor experience at Albacore
Park through the following initiatives:

e Development of an outdoor museum featuring naval and maritime artifacts.

» Creation of an outdoor science education center to complement our newly established Center of
Excellence promoting careers in Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics (STEM), and
the Skilled Trades.

+ Establishment of an expanded public-access picnic area for community use.
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These improvements may involve the construction of small accessory structures and/or other ground
disturbing activities to support the new uses and amenities.

Currently, Albacore Park is zoned Single Residence B (SRB) and has operated under a variance since
its establishment. As the site has no foreseeable intent for single-family residential development, and
future enhancements would likely require additional variances, PSMA respectfully requests that the
property be rezoned to Gateway Neighborhood Mixed Use Corridor (G1). Additionally, we request
that the definition of the G1 zone be amended to include “museum use™ as a permitted use by right.

Enclosed for your reference is a site plan of the Albacore Park property. We would welcome the
opportunity to discuss this request further with you and the appropriate city staff.

Thank you for your time, consideration, and continued support of Portsmouth’s rich maritime legacy.

Sincerely,

7

Dean J. Savramis

Executive Director

Portsmouth Submarine and Maritime Association (Albacore Park)
569 Submarine Way

Portsmouth, NH 03801

dsavramis(@ussalbacore.org
603-436-3680 x407 -
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RCRD D-13159.
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7) PORTSMOUTH POWER COMPANY POWER TRANSMISSION
LINE ACROSS LAND OF RICHARD H HAM PORTSMOUTH, NH.
SCALE. 1"=200", DATED: MARCH 21, 1924. RCRD #0353.
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SCALE: 1"=20Q", DATED: FEBRUARY 1929, RCRD §0738.

9) WATER EASEMENT PLAN ACROSS LAND OF ALBACORE
TRUST LESLIE DRIVE COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM
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