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Effective Area Factors:  

The term “effective area” is used in the Vision Government Solutions CAMA system as a 

conceptual valuation tool. Additionally, effective area is used to compare properties and 

determine their equanimity. 

As a valuation tool, “effective area” helps us account for the contributory value of different parts 

of a building.  Each subarea of a building has its own “effective” area based on the contribution 

of value to the entire property.  

It makes sense that a porch, basement or garage would not have the same contributory value as 

the living area of the building (In this case, living area is characterized as finished, heated space). 

To properly account for the value, the effective areas of these spaces are added to the living area 

to equal the total effective area.  

Building 1 Building 2 

Colonial Style Colonial Style 

1,252 Square Feet of Living Area 1,252 Square Feet of Living Area 

Actual Year Built is 2004 Actual Year Built is 2004 

Exterior Siding is Vinyl Exterior Siding is Vinyl 

Attached Garage 180 SF, 72 SF effective No Garage 

Screen Porch 168 SF, 42 SF effective No Porch 

The homes illustrated above have a similar style and identical living area but they would 

probably not sell for the exact same price. For the purposes of assessment valuation, applying the 

same price per square foot to the total living area of both of the homes would not compensate for 

the additional features of the first home. Applying the price per square foot to the total effective 

square footage of the home results in a higher value for the enhancements of the first home. 

The following pages contain Subarea Codes with effective area factors used in the Portsmouth, 

NH revaluation project. 
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