Request for variance to the dimensional requirements at 586 Broad St.

We are requesting relief from the requirement of a 10-foot set-back on the side yard at our
house in order replace an existing front porch.
Our existing front porch is 5'6" wide. We would like to expand the width by about 8.5 feet so
that the new porch stays within the footprint of the house (and the existing set back), but is
comfortably wider than the doorway. Like many older properties in the Little Harbor
neighborhood, the existing side yard setback is already non-conforming with regard to
requirements. The proposed porch will not go beyond the existing sge’;L bﬁ\ck.

(0.7 fre
The dimension of the proposed front porch is 14'2" x 6'2", with a @-foot side yard setback as
indicated on the city lot diagrams. The proposed structure is squarely in line with the spirit and
essential character of the neighborhood, which includes many New Englander style homes like
ours, with porches substantially larger than the proposed one. lts dimensions will stay within
the plane of the footprint of the house, and will not cross the plane of the corner of the house.

The proposed structure will not in any way present a threat or harm to the general public or
individuals’ health, safety or well-being. In fact, a larger landing space may potentially make the
porch even safer for individuals who approach the doorway.

The proposed porch will have a high-end aesthetic, with premium building materials (copper
roofing, mahogany flooring) and an overall improved finish look. It will not diminish the value of
the surrounding properties, and in fact may improve the general aesthetic of the neighborhood.

Because of the non-conforming location of our house on the property lot (the corner of the
house is already within the 10-foot required setback), any improvement or enlargement of the
porch is burdened by an unfair relationship between the general public purposes of the
ordinance provision and its specific application to our property in an unfair and substantial way.
I believe one part of the general public purpose is to prevent over-building, and over-crowding,
as well as to ensure that the building that does take place doesn’t diverge from the essential
character of the neighborhood and thereby threaten it. Most houses in our direct vicinity have
porches that extend the full width of their house, so for us to build one that is only half the
width of the house, and whose design is based on many others’ in the neighborhood, seems
reasonable. Moreover, the proposed porch will not encroach on any land beyond the corner of
the house. In fact, it will end just shy of the corner of the front of the house.

Thank you for your consideration.
Hope and Chip Martin



Dear Hope and Chip,

Per our recent conversation about the porch you are proposing to build as a
replacement and enhancement of your existing front porch, we don’t have any
objections to the plans you showed us. We understand that the dimensions of
the proposed porch will necessitate a variance due to the fact that the existing
side yard setback from our yard is already non-conforming to requirements, but
based on the plans and designs you shared with us, and will submit with your
variance application, we support your proposal. Thank you.

Henry Quillen & Tory Stelia
574 Broad St.
Portsmouth, NH
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City of Portsmouth, NH February 20, 2019

MAP FOR REFERENCE ONLY
HNOT A LEGAL DOCUMENT

City of Porsmouth, N makes no clams and ng warranties,
expressed of implied, conceming the vabdity or aceurany of
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