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March 5, 2020

The Honorable Mayor Richard Becksted
Portsmouth City Council

1 Junkins Avenue

Portsmouth, NH 03801

Subject: Petition for Release of Interest in Paper Street contiguous to 276 Dennett Street (Tax
Map 143, Lot 13) pursuant to RSA 231:51 and 231:52.

Dear Mr. Mayor:

My wife, Anne C. Shiembob, and I are the owners of 276 Dennett Street. I write to
request that City formally release its interest in a portion of the paper street abutting our
property at 276 Dennett Street.

This land was dedicated as a portion of Ruth Street pursuant to a plan recorded in 1902
at the Rockingham County Registry of Deeds titled, “Plan of Lots of Land Belonging to C.I
Pinkham and J.M Marden,” (the “Plan”), which also created our lot.

When lots are sold with reference to a recorded plan that shows existing or proposed
streets, a deed to the lot will convey title to the centerline of the street unless otherwise stated in
the deed. See Gagnon v. Moreau, 107 N.H. 507, 509, (1967) (stating, “It is familiar law that
where lots are sold by reference to a recorded plat or plan showing existing or proposed streets
which constitute boundaries of the lots, a conveyance ordinarily operates to convey to the
grantee the fee simple to land underlying adjoining streets and rights of way to the center line
thereof. . . .”)

The original deed for our property was recorded in the Rockingham County Registry of
Deeds at Book 799, Page 287 (see copy attached) and did not exclude our interest in the
proposed street, making us the fee simple owners out to the centerline of the proposed street.

In 1913, RSA 231:51 was enacted to require that municipalities accept paper streets
within twenty years of their dedication or lose the right of acceptance. Prior to 1945, the only
methods of acceptance were for the public to use the land as a street for a period of twenty years
or for a public authority to construct the street. See Polizzo v. Hampton, 126 N.H. 398, 402
(1985) (stating that “in 1945, RSA 229:1 was amended to provide that a dedicated street would
become a public highway when it was ‘accepted’ by a city or town, independent of a laying out
by public authority or twenty years' use by the public.”)

In this case, the land shown as Ruth Street on the 1902 Plan, located between our
property and Tax Map 143, Lot 126 (294 Dennett Street), was never used as a street by the
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public and never laid out as a street by a public authority. Consequently, the City’s right to
accept this proposed street was terminated in 1922.

We respectfully request that the City recognize these circumstances and formally
relinquish its rights in this portion of Ruth street in accordance with RSA 231:52, in order to
eliminate any lingering questions regarding the status of our title to this land.

Very truly yours,

=g

Craig/M. Steigerwalt
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