
 

Re: 480 FW Hartford Drive 
Conditional Use Permit 
 
June 1, 2020 
 
Dear Peter Britz, Environmental Planner/Sustainability Coordinator:  
 
We have been asked to provide additional information regarding a proposed deck 
expansion at our home.  We are seeking a conditional use permit because this 
expansion would encroach into the wetlands buffer zone, but we believe that careful 
planning can mitigate any negative impact to the natural environment around our 
home.   
 
It is clear to us that our existing deck needs to be replaced due to age and water 
damage.  Currently, rain water pools on the decking surface (Please see previously 
submitted Photos). The existing deck is made of swollen mahogany without any 
gaps, meaning water cannot penetrate to the ground below.  Further, the pooling 
water has caused damage to the wood siding of our home, underlying 
plywood/insulation, and much of the existing deck surface, especially the stairs. 
Additionally, due to the fact the existing deck was installed with no flashing or bolts 
securing it, the rot against the house is also causing structural damage and is 
becoming a safety hazard.  Currently, you can go under the deck and lift the 
structure an inch just by pushing up.  All of this damaged material will need to be 
replaced and the stairs will need to be redesigned to prevent future water issues. 
 
We propose to replace the existing mahogany decking with composite decking, 
spaced .25” apart.  This will allow rainwater to flow through the deck to the ground 
below.  The ground below the existing deck is currently dirt and grass, but for the 
new deck we plan to add 12” of crushed stone below any decking to slow the 
movement of storm water and infiltrate into the ground (Please see attached photos 
A and B). 
 
The ground below the existing deck is level and will remain unchanged with the 
exception of the crusted stone (Photo A).  The ground behind the proposed deck is a 
grassy hill, which flows away from the house towards the woods and wetlands 
(Photo B).  The only vegetation that will be impacted under the proposed deck 
would be the grass patches, which will be replaced with the 12” of crushed stone.  
Any new plantings will be decorative, and native to the area- we have used 
cinnamon ferns in the past for spots like this.   
 
Based on the details above, we believe that any changes we make will not have a 
negative impact on the wetlands or buffer zone and will improve the current 
conditions.  As mentioned above, the existing deck disrupts the flow of storm water, 
and the crushed stone under the proposed deck will slow the water draining in the 
buffer zone and infiltrate into the ground before it reaches the wetlands.  As you can 
see on the submitted plan, the wetlands buffer zone is already developed with a 



 

yard, swing set and play area in the corner of our property which is filled with 
woodchips.  In addition, the home at 470 FW Hartford extends substantially beyond 
our proposed addition to our deck; their deck extends 12± feet beyond that and the 
lawn at 490 also encroaches significantly into the buffer zone (Please see attached 
aerial photo).  Because of all of this, we are very aware of our responsibility to the 
natural environment and have given careful consideration to this plan.    
 
For details on the wetlands onsite, please see the attached Technical Report of 
Wetland Delineation, Classification & Identification prepared by Ambit Engineering, 
Inc. describing the wetlands that were delineated on 4/1/20.  
 
We have endeavored to complete this process properly and provide as much 
information as possible.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to us directly with 
further questions or concerns.  We look forward to working with the City as we 
complete this project.   
 
Thank you for your consideration,  
 
 
 
 
 
Jonathan Weeks     Elizabeth Weeks 
(978)502-6340 
jon.weeks123@gmail.com 
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CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT PLAN

WEEKS RESIDENCE

480 FW HARTFORD DRIVE

PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE

COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM

JONATHAN M. & ELIZABETH W. WEEKS
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Existing Deck – Photo 1 

 



Existing Deck – Photo 2 

 



Existing Deck – Photo 3 
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