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Chairperson of the Board of Adjustment 
c/o Planning Department City of Portsmouth  
1 Junkins Avenue 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 
 
December 28, 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Board of Adjustment Chairperson and Members, 
 
Thank you for your time to consider our proposed renovations of 21 Fernald Court.  
 
Please find this Letter of Intent in support of our Request for Variance for 21 Fernald Court, 
Portsmouth, NH 03801. 
 
This Letter of Intent is in support of relief from dimensional requirements for our proposed 
renovations to the existing non-conforming home.  The intent of this addition is to expand the 
living space while simultaneously reducing the impervious surface area.   
 
The current lot has minimal conforming area.  We believe this proposal will allow us to expand 
the living space without expanding the lot coverage.  We will be removing much of the 
impervious blacktop to be replaced with lawn and pervious space.  Submitted please find the 
detailed plans. 
 
With this proposal we are asking for relief in full respect to the board criteria as defined in 
Article 2.0, Section 10.230 - 10.233.20. 
 
10.233.21 The variance will not be contrary to the public interest; 

The renovation is in line with the current character of the neighborhood and 
enhances the overall lot.  

10.233.22 The spirit of the Ordinance will be observed; 
The renovation will not harm the health, safety or general welfare of the community.  
The request balances the overall dimensions with the character and return of green 
space.  

10.233.23 Substantial justice will be done; 
There is no gain to the public by denying the variance.  Given the options for this lot, 
denying the request would create hardship for the applicants, to build the house for 
their family.  

10.233.24 The values of surrounding properties will not be diminished; 
There is no reason to believe this will diminish the value of surrounding properties 
and in-fact the improvement to the house and the return of green space will likely 
increase the value of the neighborhood. 



Page 2 of 2 

and 
10.233.25 Literal enforcement of the provisions of the Ordinance would result in an 

unnecessary hardship. 
Denying the variance request would result in an undue hardship as the property is 
unique in the shape of the lot and the lack of conforming land. The use seems to be a 
reasonable request.  The property is already non-conforming and in fact the 
reduction in impervious land will reduce the non-conforming use. 

 
 
We thank you for your time and consideration of this request. 
 
All the best, 
 
Mike Schwartz & Sharyn Potter 
 
Mike Schwartz and Sharyn Potter 
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December 2, 2020 – HDC Work Session 
 
Dear Historic District Commission Members, 
 
Thank you for your time to provide some guidance as my wife and I begin renovations on our 
future home.   
 
We are currently working with designer to create initial plans.  At this initial work session we 
look for guidance to direct our exterior design.  Given the fact that the majority of the house is 
not in the Historical District and given the existing houses surrounding this property we look for 
guidance on the desired historical direction of an addition and modifications to the existing 
structure.  Following is picture of the current house and the surrounding houses, as well as a lot 
line showing the historical district delineation. We will share any renderings of our initial 
thoughts if allowed and available. Thank you in advance for your time and input.  
 
Mike Schwartz and Sharyn Potter 
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