Chairperson of the Board of Adjustment

c/o Planning Department City of Portsmouth
1 Junkins Avenue

Portsmouth, NH 03801

August 31, 2021

Dear Board of Adjustment Chairperson and Members,
Thank you for your time to consider our proposed renovations of 21 Fernald Court.

Please find this Letter of Intent in support of our Request for Variance for 21 Fernald Court,
Portsmouth, NH 03801.

This Letter of Intent is in support of relief from dimensional requirements for our proposed
renovations to the existing non-conforming home. The intent of this addition is to add a deck
off the side of the house and build a small wood framed shed.

The current lot has minimal conforming area. We believe this proposal will allow us to expand
the usage while still having less pervious space than previously used on the lot. We removed
much of the impervious blacktop to be replaced with lawn in our prior variance. Submitted
please find the detailed plans.

With this proposal we are asking for relief in full respect to the board criteria as defined in
Article 2.0, Section 10.230 - 10.233.20.

10.233.21 The variance will not be contrary to the public interest;
The renovation is in line with the current character of the neighborhood and
enhances the overall lot.

10.233.22 The spirit of the Ordinance will be observed;
The renovation will not harm the health, safety or general welfare of the community.
The request balances the overall dimensions with the character and in coordination
with surrounding properties.

10.233.23 Substantial justice will be done;
There is no gain to the public by denying the variance. Given the options for this lot,
denying the request would create hardship for the applicants, to build the house for
their family.

10.233.24 The values of surrounding properties will not be diminished;
There is no reason to believe this will diminish the value of surrounding properties
and in-fact the improvement to the house use of the space will likely increase the
value of the neighborhood.

and
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10.233.25 Literal enforcement of the provisions of the Ordinance would result in an
unnecessary hardship.
Denying the variance request would result in an undue hardship as the property is
unique in the shape of the lot and the lack of conforming land. The use seems to be a
reasonable request. The property is already non-conforming and the overall project
has already returned much of the impervious land to green space.

We thank you for your time and consideration of this request.
All the best,
Mike Schwartz & Sharyn Potter

Mike Schwartz and Sharyn Potter

See architectural drawings attached.
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