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ACCESSORY DWELLING NARRATIVE 
 
 
   

Regarding the proposal to create an ”Accessory Dwelling” in an existing garage structure located 

at 50 Mt. Vernon Street, Portsmouth, NH. 

 

• The principal residence at 50 Mt. Vernon Street is a single-family dwelling owned by the Susan 

Alex and is occupied by the owner. The dwelling will remain under her ownership. The accessory dwelling 

would be located in the existing garage structure, in which the seconds floor would be converted to living 

space. The garage is detached from the single family dwelling. 

 

• The principal dwelling will remain occupied by the owner, Susan Alex. 

A copy of the city tax card proving ownership and residency will be included in the application. 

 

• The proposal is for an accessory dwelling unit. No structure will be used for business, other than 

home occupations as permitted by the zoning ordinance.  

 

• There is room for (4) parking spaces on the property as indicated in the site/parking plan. 

Therefore, no additional traffic or parking congestion would be created by the approval of the 

application. 

 

• The applicants request a dimensional modification from Article 10.815.33 where no windows are 

allowed that exceed 8’-0” above grade. In this instance, the building proposed for conversion to an 

accessory dwelling would have (3) dormer windows in the elevation that face the adjacent property (the 

Beer property). There is a small barn structure on the adjacent lot that will provide screening and privacy 

from the view from these windows. The applicant ask that those windows be allowed to remain as designed 

in the interest of light and air and egress for the accessory dwelling.  
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