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November 15,2019

VIA HAND DELIVERY

Dexter Legg, Planning Board Chairman
City of Portsmouth

1 Junkins Avenue

Portsmouth, NH 03801

RE: 3 Pleasant Street, Portsmouth
Dear Mr. Legg and Planning Board Members:

On behalf of Dagny Taggart, LLC, the owner of the property located at 3 Pleasant Street,
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, identified as City of Portsmouth Tax Map 107, Lot 31, please
accept this letter of referral, requesting termination by the City of a certain restriction imposed by
the City regarding property no longer owned by the City.

Specifically, 3 Pleasant Street is subject to the restriction “...that the approaches and
driveways around the old City Hall building on said premises shall be kept open and
unencumbered....” (the “1910 Restriction™). This restriction is set forth in the deed from the
City of Portsmouth to the New Hampshire National Bank of Portsmouth, dated December 16,
1910, and recorded at the Rockingham County Registry of Deeds at Book 653, Page 327 (See
copy of the deed attached).

After discussions with City Planning staff, it appears that the 1910 Restriction was
intended to provide City employee access from Pleasant Street to the rear of property located at
60 Penhallow Street, which served a jail, and later as the police station and district court. 60
Penhallow Street is now privately owned, and has been so since 1994. As such, it is understood
that the City no longer needs access to the rear of 60 Penhallow, and, as such, the 1910
Restriction serves no purpose.

Dagny Taggart, LLC is developing the parcel at 3 Pleasant Street, and in doing so, and as

a condition of approval from this Board, intends to dedicate the area subject to the 1910

Restriction to public access with a community open space easement. The public access rights

will result in a broader restriction upon the area currently subject to the 1910 Restriction. In

consultation with City Legal and Planning staff, and considering the lack of any need to maintain

the above-referenced restrictions, and in light of the broader public access rights to be provided
pursuant to the community space easement; Dagny Taggart, LLC respectfiflfy [Fequiest thal the |-
|
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Mr. Dexter Leco. Chair -2- November 15. 2019

1910 Restriction, as referenced above, be terminated. Terminating the 1910 Restriction will
provide a clear record that the broad public access rights set forth within the community space
easement apply.

Sincerely,
s y

1_/';_/,,-_-:.,-'* — A~ ~ I‘*m._\_,__

Francis X. Bruton, III, Esquire
E-mail: fx(@brutonlaw.com

Enclosure

ce: Dagny Taggart, LLC
Robert P. Sullivan, Esquire, City Attorney
Juliet T.H. Walker, Planning Director
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