
 

City of Portsmouth 

Zoning Board of Adjustment 

1 Junkins Avenue 

Portsmouth, NH  

RE: Variance Application 

219 Sagamore Ave 

Portsmouth, NH 03801 

Tax Map 221 Lot 19 

Dear ZBA members, 

Please find our documentation as required for zoning relief to re-construction the existing two car garage 

within the setback requirements and we are seeking relief from the lot coverage criteria as outlined in the 

zoning ordinance. This structure is currently failing and is rotting to the point where it needs to be 

reconstructed and replaced. 

We have included the following documents for your review: 

• Site plans 

• Building plans 

• Site photographs 

 

The current garage is just under one foot from the rear lot line and ten feet from the side setback. 

We propose to move the garage about two feet further from the rear set back and a foot further 

from the side set back. 

 

With this work, we will be removing a larger deck on the south side of the house, converting the 

current bulkhead area that accesses the basement to access the main floor and installing a new 

bulkhead.  

 

Our civil drawings reflect the current and proposed coverages of building and open spaces.  

 

With that said, we have the following comments on the criteria. 
 

Variance criteria 

 

The variance will not be contrary to the public interest  



Replacing a collapsing/rotting structure will serve the publics interest and provide a safe stabile 

structure with greater visual appeal. 

 

The spirit of the Ordinance will be observed 

The existing property is currently non-conforming with a two-car garage that is one foot from the 

property line. Creating a greater distance from the rear lot line and side lot line is in line with the 

spirit of the ordinance. We are also reducing the building coverage and increasing open space, 

again, within the spirit of the ordinance. 

 

Substantial justice will be done  

Allowing this variance request will create a safer environment for the community and there is no 

harm to any of our abutters. It will also allow us to continue the use of the property as intended. 

 

The values of surrounding properties will not be diminished 

The removal and re-construction of the two-car garage will improve the appearance of this structure 

and will not diminish the value of any abutter’s property. 

 

Literal enforcement of the provisions of the Ordinance would result in an unnecessary hardship 

The purpose of this project is to be able to utilize the existing two car garage for it’s intended use. 

Re-building this structure is necessary for this use. As previously mentioned, this is a non-

conforming lot and literal enforcement would result in a hardship. 

 

Please note that part of the application documentation represents that we will reduce the building 

coverage slightly, increasing pervious soils as depicted on the site plans. 

 

We thank you for your careful consideration of our project. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Deirdre and Thomas Hammer 
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