
Chris & Kristin Martin 
27 Sewall Road 

Portsmouth, NH 03801 
 

 
Request for dimensional relief on the north side setback of the property for a deck, and for 
increased lot coverage to accommodate proposed addition, decks & 10x10 shed.  
 
Explanation: 

1. The variance is not contrary to the public interest: The variance is not contrary to 
public interest – it will in no way threaten public health, safety, welfare, or otherwise 
injure public rights. The surrounding neighborhood is comprised of single and two story 
homes, many of which have comparable additions; this modest outward, single story 
expansion will improve the aesthetics of this property while not altering the essential 
character of the neighborhood. Proposed for the west facing rear elevation, this 
addition will not be substantially visible from the street or front of the existing home. 

2. The Spirit of the Ordinance is Observed: The spirit of the ordinance is observed – the 
style of this addition is common not only in this neighborhood, but throughout the town 
of Portsmouth. The proposed addition is designed to fall in line with the character of the 
surrounding properties.  

3. Substantial Justice is Done: The proposed plan does not result in any hardship done to 
the general public and/or individuals. The purpose of this addition is to allow more 
livable space for the applicant and their family without hindering the public in any way.  

4.  The values of surrounding properties are not diminished: The values of the 
surrounding properties are not diminished; the proposed work falls in line with the 
character of other properties in the neighborhood.  

5. Literal enforcement of the ordinance would result in unnecessary hardship: The 
existing lot size and footprint of the property are non-conforming; The existing footprint 
fails to meet the setback requirement on the north side yard. The proposed deck is in 
the same plane as the current building. The size of the lot is 10,018.8sqft where the 
minimum requirement is 15,000sqft. Given the lot size, the lot coverage with the 
proposed addition and 10x10 shed would be 25.87% where 20% is allowed. Measured 
against the required 15,000sqft lot size, the proposed lot coverage would be 17.28%. 
The sole purpose of the proposed addition is to create a modest amount of additional 
space for our family to continue to live and grow in this home, and in this neighborhood. 
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