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Property: 204 Wibird St.
Applicant: Anne and Andrew McPherson

Description of Work: Upon approval, we would expand our kitchen out into the currently
existing covered porch space. We would expand the second story of our home above the
new kitchen. We would renovate the existing back stairwell to bring it up to code by
creating a bump out on the right side of the home. This bump out would not extend further
than an existing wall on the right side of our home. We would erect a new deck and expand
this deck further into our backyard.

Variances Requested:

Section 10.521

Building Coverage – We are requesting to increase lot coverage from 26.1%
to 27.3% based on an expansion of the deck on the rear of our home.

Section 10.251

Side Yard(s) Setback – We are requesting relief from the 10’ requirement for
our right side yard. We are seeking to create a stair bump out with a setback
of 7’6”.

Section 10.321

Expansion of existing nonconforming structure of building

Five Criteria that must be met:

1. The variance is not contrary to the public interest. • Creating a stair bump out and
expanding the footprint for a deck on the rear of our home does not create any detriment to
public health, safety, or welfare, or otherwise injure “public rights.”

2. The spirit of the ordinance is observed • The spirit of the ordinance is observed, and this
project will not alter the character of the neighborhood.

3. Substantial Justice is done • The benefit to the applicant is not outweighed by harm to the
general public as the general public is not harmed.



4. The values of surrounding properties are not diminished • This project will not diminish
the value of surrounding properties.

5. Literal enforcement of the ordinance would result in unnecessary hardship • Literal
enforcement of the ordinance would require removal of the back stairwell, which is an
important feature of our home. • The side yard setbacks were created after the completion
of our home estimated to be in 1890. It would be impossible for us to improve the existing
deck and access our home without relief.

Additional Comments:

We are excited at the possibility of renovating our home in a way that preserves its
character. Creating a bump out will allow us to maintain the back stairwell of our home
while making the stairwell safer and more accessible to our young family. Since we are
seeking to expand our existing kitchen into the currently existing covered deck, we would
like to expand our deck footprint out against the side of the carriage house and further into
our large backyard. We truly enjoy spending time outdoors and would like to continue to
have sufficient area to spend time off our kitchen, particularly in the Spring, Summer and
Fall seasons.



Existing Back Stairwell (Steep/Not to code)





Right Side of House - View from Wibird St.



Right Side of House with Proposed Bump out Area from view of right side neighbor







Backyard view from Deck

Backyard view from Fence Gate





Deck View from Backyard
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